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Introduction
PARKOUR AND URBEX

TO STUDY THE RECREATIONAL CITY
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Theoretical framework
FROM THE CREATIVE C ITY

TO THE CREATIVE CITY
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The Creative City

06.22.2023 ROBIN LESNÉ - FROM THE CREATIVE CITY TO THE RECREATIONAL CITY 5

The Creative 

City model

From an industrial to a 

cognitive and cultural 

economy (Marcotte, 2016 ; 

Gravari-Barbas, 2009)

Creativity contributing to 

the inter-cities 

competition (Mould, 2015)

Renewing urban 

planning, 

development and 

management 

(Oliveira et Paulino, 

2017)

The Creative Class 

(Florida, 2005)



The creative city (Mould, 2015)
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The Creative 

City model as an 

utopy

Defining what is creative = 

marginalising other forms 

of creativity (Mould, 2015)

The creative city Vs. the 

Creative City

Creativity = 

cultural/artistic renewing 

out of institutional 

regulation (Vivant, 2009)

The creative dimension 

of informal recreation as 

a territorial development 

driving force



Material and methods
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A RESEARCH BETWEEN IMMERSION INTO THE ACTIVITIES

AND INTERVIEWS WITH PUBLIC ACTORS
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Interviews with public actors
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Sports Heritage Culture Security Urban Planning

Dunkerque Municipality X X X X X

Dunkerque City X X X X X

Lille Municipality X X X

Lille Metropolitan Area X X

Roubaix X X X X X

Ottignies-Louvain-la-Neuve X X X X



Results and discussion
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INTEGRATING THE CREATIVITY INTO THE URBAN FABRIC

OVER THE RATIONAL URBAN MODELS



1. The city as an entertainment space
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Recreation is 

inherent to 

urban space

City as a stage + animation 

of public spaces with 

passer-by (Escaffre, 2005)

Experiencing the 

“elsewhere” into the urban 

daily “here” (Lebreton, 2010 

; Bourdeau et al., 2011

Turning the daily life 

into a performing, 

entertaining or poetic 

show (Geyh, 2006)

Authenticity, vertigo 

and aesthetic into 

the relationship to 

the city



1. The city as an entertainment space
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Urban recreation 

specificities

Leisure consumer 

behaviours  controlling 

recreational experiences

Desire of exclusive 

experience

Multiplicity and 

permanent 

recompositing of 

recreations

Quest for the 

inaccessible (Gal, 

2015)



2. Designing public spaces
considering the unexpected

06.22.2023 ROBIN LESNÉ - FROM THE CREATIVE CITY TO THE RECREATIONAL CITY 13

Dedicated

spaces as 

paradoxical

spaces

(Valentine et 

Skelton, 2003)

+

Public spaces

sometimes

better than

facilities (Miaux

et Garneau, 

2016)

Welcoming spaces

(Le Blanc, 2018)

Spaces dedicated to 

multiple uses and 

users (Rawlinson et 

Guaralda, 2011)

Not leisure bubbles

but integrated

spaces



2. Designing public spaces
considering the unexpected
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Planning = 

organizing + 

designing 

(Monnet, 2016)

Planning without 

determining ludic uses 

(Ledrut, 1977)

Accepting the unexpected 

and disorder to support 

creativity (Curnier, 2014)

Designing a space 

ends with what users 

do of it (Stevens, 

2007)



2. Designing public spaces
considering the unexpected
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2 ideas for ludic 

urbanism

Opening the way we plan: 

urbanistic flexibility + 

modularity

Planning not determined 

spaces: opened to the 

unexpected + full of 

potentialities



3. The city as a diffuse (re)creative territory
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Trangressive recreative 

activities:

Reveal the ludic potential of 

spaces (Mould, 2015)

+

Transform the city into a diffuse 

recreative territory

An urbanistic guide + an “orange grid” for 

local urbanism orientation documents

Diffusing artefacts supporting creative and 

ludic uses across all the city (Withagen et 

Caljouw, 2017)



Conclusion
AN OVERFLOWING CREATIVITY

FOUNDING THE RECREATIONAL CITY
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From the creative city
to the recreational city:

urban fabric and
informal recreational practices.

06.22.2023 ROBIN LESNÉ - FROM THE CREATIVE CITY TO THE RECREATIONAL CITY 18

Thanks for your attention!
Bourdeau, P.., Mao, P. et Corneloup, J. (2011). Les sports de nature comme médiateurs du « pas de deux » ville-montagne. Une habitabilité en devenir ? Annales de géographie, 680, 449-460.

Curnier, S. (2014). Programmer le jeu dans l’espace public ? Métropolitiques. https://www.metropolitiques.eu/Programmer-le-jeu-dans-l-espace.html

Escaffre, F. (2005). Les lectures sportives de la ville : formes urbaines et pratiques ludo-sportives. Espaces et sociétés, 122, 137-156.

Florida, R. (2005). The flight of the creative class: the new global competition for talent. Harper Business.

Gal, N. (2015). Sauvage de nos vi(ll)es, une quête de la nature dans les interstices urbains. Téoros, 34(1-2). http://journals.openedition.org/teoros/2745

Geyh, P. (2006). Urban Free Flow: A Poetics of Parkour. M/C Journal, 9(3). http://www.journal.media-culture.org.au/0607/06-geyh.php

Gravari-Barbas, M. (2009). La « ville festive » ou construire la ville contemporaine par l'événement. Bulletin de l'association de géographes français, 86(3), 279-290.

Landry, C. et Bianchini, F. (1995). The creative city. Demos.

Le Blanc, A. (2018). Les territoires rassurants [Thèse d’habilitation à diriger des recherches inédite]. Université du Littoral Côte d’Opale.

Lebreton, F. (2010). Cultures urbaines et sportives « alternatives ». Socio-anthropologie de l'urbanité ludique. L’Harmattan.

Ledrut, R. (1977). L'espace en question ou le Nouveau monde urbain. Anthropos.

Lesné, R. (2019). Le parkour, une pratique au service de la participation juvénile en ville ? Dissidence récréative et affirmation des jeunes à Rennes et à Nantes. L’Information géographique, 83(3), 83-105.

Marcotte, P. (2016). L’aménagement des espaces culturels et patrimoniaux : ses rôles, ses valeurs et ses actes. Dans S. Miaux et R. Roult (dir.), Aménager des espaces favorables au loisir, au sport et au tourisme. Perspectives théoriques, pragmatiques et 

réglementaires (p. 190-209). Presses de l’Université du Québec.

Miaux, S. et Garneau, J. (2016). The sports park and urban promenade in the ‘quais de Bordeaux’: An example of sports and recreation in urban planning. Loisir et société, 39(1), 12-30.

Monnet, J. (2016). Recension d’ouvrage [Mukhija, V. et Loukaitou-Sideris, A. (2014). The Informal American City: Beyond Taco Trucks and Day Labor. The MIT Press.]. Espaces et sociétés, 167, 205-213.

Mould, O. (2015). Urban Subversion and the Creative City. Routledge.

Oliveira, A. et Paulino, F. (2017). European creativity and urban regeneration. The Journal of Public Space, 2(2), 127-140.

Rawlinson, C. et Guaralda, M. (2011). Play in the city: Parkour and architecture. Dans The First International Postgraduate Conference on Engineering, Designing and Developing the Built Environment for Sustainable Wellbeing (p. 19-24). Queensland 

University of Technology. https://eprints.qut.edu.au/42506/

Stevens, Q. (2007). The Ludic City: Exploring the Potential of Urban Spaces. Routledge.

Valentine, G. et Skelton, T. (2003). Finding Oneself, Losing Oneself: The Lesbian and Gay ‘Scene’ as a Paradoxical Space. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 27(4), 849-866.

Vivant, E. (2009). Qu'est-ce que la ville créative ? Presses universitaires de France.

Withagen, R. et Caljouw, S. R. (2017). Aldo van Eyck’s Playgrounds: Aesthetics, Affordances, and Creativity. Frontiers in Psychology, 8. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.01130

https://www.metropolitiques.eu/Programmer-le-jeu-dans-l-espace.html
http://journals.openedition.org/teoros/2745
http://www.journal.media-culture.org.au/0607/06-geyh.php
https://eprints.qut.edu.au/42506/
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.01130


Beyond Creative Cities II

Cultural dynamics, scenes and urban fabric
Angers University, Angers (France), June 22-23, 2023

Robin Lesné

Ph.D., Spatial Planning and Urbanism

Postdoc researcher, Pacte (UMR 5194)

Associated researcher, TVES (ULR 4477)

Univ. Grenoble Alpes, CNRS, Sciences Po Grenoble*, Pacte, 38000 Grenoble, France
*School of Political Studies Univ. Grenoble Alpes

Univ. Littoral Côte d’Opale, Univ. Lille, ULR 4477 - TVES – Territoires
Villes Environnement & Société, F-59140 Dunkerque, France

From the creative city to the recreational city:
urban fabric and informal recreational practices.


