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INTRODUCTION

It is truly a great pleasure and a privilege to address such a distinguished audience which holds a strong interest to exploring the tourism potentials that developing nations have to offer, but which is also ready to work in order to harness these potentials so as to achieve sustainable development goals.

From the outset, I would like to express my appreciation to the management of Elizade University and Ondo State Government for organising this important event and of course, I would like to thank each and every one of you, for your presence and participation. A presence which aptly demonstrates that our academic communities enjoy a solid and mutually beneficial partnership, a partnership which has a promising and prosperous future.

Ladies and gentlemen, in the five decades since the United Nations Conference on the environment in Stockholm in 1971, sustainable development has proved a compelling but an elusive paradox. In a similar vein, it has been argued that this paradox reflects the tension between the potentially positive effects of economic growth on poverty and employment with the damaging impact of such growth on the environment's natural resources and on traditional societies and peoples' ways of life in many parts of the less developed world. It has also been discussed that the ambiguous nature of sustainable development means that it can be used by a variety of organisations in the pursuit of their own vested interests.

In many ways the launch of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are designed to provide some consensus and an all embracing common sense of purpose to sustainable development across the globe. The SDGs, agreed by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 2015 and adopted by the leaders of 193 member states, are a series of 17 goals shown in Table 1 and some 169 specific targets, which lay out the priorities for sustainable development for both developed and developing countries. In launching the SDGs the United Nations acknowledged the strategic political and major financial commitments required from all national governments but also effectively mandated the global business community to play a central role in achieving these goals. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

2.

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

3.

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

4.

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

5.

Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

6.

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

7.

Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all

8.

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation

9.

Reduce inequality within and among countries 10. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 11. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns The Relationship between Tourism Industry and Sustainable Development Goals

The tourism and hospitality industry is one of the driving forces in the global economy and it has a wide range of environmental and social impacts. The Latest United Nations World Tourism Organization report indicates that Africa is steadily developing into one of the world's greatest regions for travel. This is evident in the 2016 arrival results. Data collected for Africa points to an 8% increase in international arrivals, adding 4 million arrivals to reach 58 million.

In Africa, many developing nations' destinations offer the world exceptional, unfiltered, lifeinspiring authentic experiences. From our history and heritage to the wildlife and natural beauty. Africa never fails to create a lasting impression on travellers from across the globe.

For example, in 2010, South Africa proved naysayers wrong and earned its stripes and successfully hosted the World Cup which was a first for the African continent. The great experiences that the soccer fans and visitors had during that time have converted them to regular tourists to Africa.

From my side, I urge all developing nations most especially states in Nigeria to make every effort to continue hosting forums like this. Conferences like this create a meeting place to showcase the potentials, products and brands. They also highlight the many opportunities in tourism and demonstrate our experience as capability to harness the potentials and opportunity in order to achieve sustainable development.

Ladies and gentlemen, the interrelationship between economic progress, environmental management and individual wellbeing is a complicated process, affecting both the quality and sustainability of the society in which we live. In the past, the world's ecosystems were able to absorb the ecological damage resulting from extensive industrialization and associated development. However, with the rapid increases in global population and industrialization, as well as ever increasing demands on natural resources such as fresh water supplies, the earth is no longer able to sustain a healthy and balanced ecosystem. In light of this, coordinated approach is required to solve environmental problems through sustainable tourism.

The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) defines tourism as 'activities of persons travelling to and staying in places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business, and other purposes not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the places visited. The cluster-based competitiveness approach is widely used, with total initiatives amounting to almost 58 million Dollars in 26 countries. The concept is that product quality, international competitiveness and hence sustainability increase as linkages and synergies in a local economy become stronger and more dynamic. Several clusters are normally chosen within a country, with tourism increasingly selected as an area of focus.

Many developing nations have embraced tourism as a component for supporting economic growth range from a bed and breakfast network in Armenia to a tourism marketing web site for Mongolia, to a new National Tourism Strategy for Jordan. While supporting economic growth as a critical need, it is also imperative to help to protect and enhance the natural resources that most of the world's poor look to for their livelihoods.

Many tourism activities are capitalizing on increasing interest among travellers in eco and geo-tourism to promote projects that support more widely applicable, community based, natural resources management and biodiversity protection objectives. This is because many of the world's poor depend directly on the environment through agriculture, forestry or fisheriesfor their livelihoods, ecotourism activities are targeted to assuring the sustainable use of natural resources in four key areas: agriculture, biodiversity, forestry and water.

Sustainable tourism is often used as a mechanism for furthering this work by both achieving improved management and increasing revenue generation.

Ecotourism initiatives such as conservation of the Mountain Gorilla Habitat Conservation

Project in Africa, hold promise for future nature based tourism activities. The mountain gorilla populations in Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Uganda have increased by 10 percent during the past ten years (from 320 to approximately 355 individuals). This was achieved by creating partnership between conservation agencies through promoting regional conservation approaches with an emphasis on trans-boundary coordination, antipoaching, community participation, economic alternatives, research, and habitat conservation.

Tourism has also been instrumental in advancing strategic objectives of gender equity and promoting women's role in the development process. For example, in Tanzania, a group of village women formed the Naisho Women's Group (Naisho means "increase" or "multiply"

in Maasai) to work toward preserving their culture and alleviating gender inequality and poverty. In many locations such as Tanzana, Mexico and Botswana, tourism revenue has been used to build women's centers and to promote artisan activities and micro-credit The tourism and hospitality industry has become a major player in the world economy.

Geographically it now has global reach and as such it generates a wide range of environmental, social and economic impacts. Increasingly many of the major players within the industry have adopted corporate sustainability strategies, designed to manage their impacts on the environment, societies and economies.

As such the tourism and hospitality industry can potentially be seen as a major player amongst businesses contributing to the SDGs. The United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) in 2015 for example, suggested that 'tourism has the potential to contribute, directly or indirectly, to all of the goals'. In a similar vein the UNWTO and the Pacific Asia Travel Association in 2015 argued that 'achieving the SDGs must now become the over-arching agenda of global tourism' and that 'the tourism sector is perhaps better placed than any other industry to contribute to the cause across the board.'

Ladies and gentlemen, the hospitality unit of tourism which includes restaurants and hotels consists of multiple groups which include maintenance and direct operations (servers, house keepers, porters, kitchen workers, management, marketing and human resources). The UNWTO have argued that the tourist and hospitality industry can contribute to the realisation of the SDGs while developing a wide range of market opportunities. In addressing Goal 1, for example, the UNWTO in 2015 suggested that 'as one of the largest and fastest growing economic sectors in the world, tourism is well positioned to foster economic growth and development at all levels and provide income through job creation.

In outlining the industry's contribution to Goal 2, the UNWTO argued that 'tourism can spur agricultural productivity by promoting the production, use and sale of local produce in tourist destinations and its full integration in the tourist value chain' and that 'the resulting rise in income in local communities can lead to a more resilient agriculture while enhancing the value of the tourism experience'.

In addressing Goal 13 the UNWTO recognised that 'tourism contributes to and is affected by climate change' and stressed that 'it is therefore in the sector's own interest to play a leading role in the global response to climate change' and that 'by lowering energy consumption and shifting to renewable energy sources, particularly in the transport and accommodation sector, tourism can help to tackle one of the most pressing challenges of our time'.

Ladies and gentlemen, this keynote address subsequently focuses on the five central pillars and key elements of sustainable development to which tourism stands to make a significant, lasting contribution, they five key elements are; Domestic tourism also has a tremendous economic impact, generating US$ 3.42 trillion in 2015, over two and a half times the size of international tourism receipts. It is especially significant in developed economies accounting for an average of 77% of tourism consumption in OECD countries but is also crucial in several developing nations, representing 90% of tourism spending in China. The sector's rapid growth means that tourism will only continue to grow in economic importance. Domestic tourism is growing swiftly, by 6% per year, while international tourism which grew by an average of 3.9% each year between 2000 and 2014 will grow by 3.3% per year up to 2030, with international tourist arrivals predicted to reach 1.8 billion.

Capitalising on this strong economic potential to ensure that tourism advances truly, sustainable economic growth will hinge on the following:

 Cultivating a favourable business environment, characterized by stability and supportive policies  Ensuring openness and a high degree of connectivity  Bolstering the resilience of the tourism sector.

It is imperative to address the structural challenges faced by the tourism sector including a weak business environment, especially in developing countries, labour and skills shortages, limited access to finance and low levels of investment. Reforming the policy, legal, institutional and regulatory conditions that govern business activity is an important first step.

This must go hand in hand with raising awareness of tourism among investors and support services, while integrating tourism within trade policy and agreements. Investing in human capital is equally essential. Efforts are needed to bridge the skills gap, which threatens to reduce the sector's contribution to GDP by US$ 610 billion over the next decade and create a shortfall of 14 million jobs.

Promoting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) that is well-grounded in destinations, and which maximizes economic benefits for local communities, will be vital to improve market awareness, economic stability, quality standards, skills levels and knowledge transfer. Given the sector's high proportion of micro-, small-and medium-sized enterprises, which often struggle to access markets and capital, investors need to be incentivized to take on the complexities of investing in small-scale tourism ventures.

To spearhead greater connectivity, on-going investment in transport is fundamental, as is improving year-round load factors and reducing carbon footprints via sustainable transport options. Making visas easier to obtain would be a boon to barrier-free travel, which is currently constrained by the fact that 61% of the world's population require traditional visas.

Internet accessibility would also bolster connectivity, market access, distribution and networking, underscoring the importance of improving ICT infrastructure, particularly in developing countries and rural areas.

Harnessing tourism's impressive resilience is another key means of fostering its role in economic growth. Tourism tends to recover more quickly than other sectors, with the sector swiftly bouncing back in the wake of the global economic crisis, with arrivals growing by 7% between 2009 and 2010 and 2016 marking the seventh consecutive year of sustained growth following the onset of the crisis. Investing in communities and the environment would help to secure resilience, coupled with risk and crisis management plans, early warning systems, social insurance, emergency response and recovery plans, market diversification and a greater focus on domestic tourism to mitigate the shocks of international market trends.

2) Social Inclusiveness, Employment and Poverty Reduction

Tourism is not just a major part of the global economy; it is also a means of furthering "inclusive" growth which increases opportunities for all. The sector is a major source of employment, providing an estimate one in eleven jobs worldwide. In 2015, tourism accounted for 283 million jobs, 9.5% of global employment through direct and indirect jobs across the supply chain. Tourism is especially notable for the opportunities it offers for economic activity at the local level, as well as for women and youth. The sector employs higher proportions of women and young people than are represented in the overall global workforce. Although tourism cannot be automatically assumed to alleviate poverty, it is well-placed to contribute to poverty reduction given the low skills requirements for entrylevel positions and the prospects it offers for small-scale entrepreneurs to pursue new activities or formalise existing micro ventures. The sheer scale of the complex tourism value chain presents significant opportunities for generating backward and forward linkages which can engage local micro-, small-and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs).

To harness tourism's potential for inclusivity, decent work and poverty eradication while overcoming the challenges of unsustainable tourism activity, it will be important to consider the following factors:

 Pursue an "inclusive growth" approach  Create decent jobs, which redress the skills gaps while ensuring fair, productive employment  Support local communities and empower women and youth  Provide tourism experiences for all, via a focus on universal accessibility.

A holistic approach which champions "inclusive growth" through effective policies, planning and concerted action is vital for ensuring that the dividends of prosperity generated by tourism both in monetary and non-monetary terms are fairly distributed across societies.

Tourism strategies require cross-sectoral linkages, since tourism for development cannot be pursued in isolation. Creating productive employment and entrepreneurship opportunities is vital, in line with the concept of "decent work". This is especially necessary given skills shortages across the sector, alongside high levels of job turnover; high proportions of part time, seasonal and temporary jobs and the large share of low paid jobs, with limited training and career prospects, weak labour rights and poor employment conditions. To this end, tourism should build on the positive prospects it offers for youth and women, including for women to run their own businesses. Capacity-building and training should be at the heart of this drive, alongside bridging the pay gap as women workers earn 10%-15% less than men and redressing the vulnerability of unpaid workers in family tourism businesses.

Community-based tourism can also create much-needed opportunities, especially for rural or indigenous communities. To overcome potential adverse effects, such as competition for scarce resources like land and water. Tourism planning and management must strive to ensure that tourism's socio-economic benefits reach local communities whether through direct employment and business opportunities, or through indirect and collateral benefits while ensuring that local communities are integrated in all policies. For instance, via investment in local infrastructure and services, as well as the use of tourism-related taxes and charges within local areas. Universal accessibility also lies at the heart of tourism's inclusivity, as it is intimately linked with the human right to freedom of movement, leisure and travel. Providing barrier-free access for people with physical, sensory and other disabilities, stands to benefit us all tourists and locals alike, particularly the elderly, pregnant women and families with young children.

3) Resource Efficiency, Environmental Protection and Climate Change

As a sector which depends so much on the natural environment, tourism has a special responsibility towards the planet, with the potential to harness this dependency to promote conservation. Challenges abound as tourism is a generator of emissions and pollution which drive climate change, accounting for an estimated 5% of global CO2 emissions. The sector consumes vast quantities of resources for instance, tourism can strain freshwater resources, with tourist facilities using between 100 to 2,000 litres per guest, per night, far more than most local populations.

Energy consumption, food waste, and overall waste management are also pressing concerns. Opportunities for "greening" the tourism sector are not only environmentally sound, they also promise substantial businesses savings through efficient resource management and sourcing local supplies, materials and services, which in turn can benefit local employment. Far more needs to be done to ensure efficient resource management, including among small businesses.

The tourism sector must become more rigorous in its efforts to monitor, report and reduce resource consumption and emissions. An integrated, approach to environmental sustainability is required, grounded upon strategies for decoupling tourism growth from environmental To spearhead the efficient use of natural resources, there is a need for strict impact assessments, careful planning and effective water and energy management, particularly in areas of water scarcity. Good practice examples of "retrofitting" existing structures e.g. improving building insulation, replacing equipment, and using renewable energy should be supported and replicated in a contextually-sensitive manner. Tackling the over-use of consumable goods requires a "reduce, reuse and recycle" approach`, coupled with recycling services and green disposal in destinations. To improve waste management, tourism facilities must adequately treat and dispose of solid and liquid waste, recycling grey water and preventing pollution to water courses through improved treatment processes. Increasing tourists' awareness of resource use, and encouraging them to change their behaviour, are also key to bolstering sustainability.

To prevent tourism from degrading sensitive ecosystems, or placing indirect pressure on ecological resources, a balanced approach is required. This should combine conservation with creative opportunities to promote the sustainable use and management of ecosystems, ideally engaging key players within the tourism sector in defence of biodiversity.

To this end, useful guidance is offered by the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development. The pressing need to mitigate the impacts of climate change will require the sector to meet the targets of the 2015 Paris Agreement, in keeping with sectoral commitments to reduce tourism's impact on climate change. A coordinated sector-wide response to climate change involving agreement on systematic sector-wide monitoring, targets and routes for achieving stated aims will be essential. Reducing emissions could be supported by using new technologies, operational efficiency, emissions trading schemes and off-setting schemes. A strategic approach could involve decreasing the average distance and frequency of trips, while increasing the length of stays and shifts in modes of transport.

4) Cultural Values, Diversity and Heritage

The global wealth of cultural heritage is one of the principal motivations for travel. 40% of international arrivals are considered "cultural tourists", i.e. travellers who participate in a cultural visit or activity as part of their stay. The myriad links between tourism and culture can contribute to catalysing inclusive, sustainable development. Tourism presents notable opportunities for safeguarding the world's rich cultural heritage, since the revenue it generates can be channelled back into initiatives to aid its long-term survival.

Culture, in turn, offers innovative means of gaining socio-economic benefits through tourism.

The end benefits are not merely economicintercultural dialogue lies at the heart of cultural tourism, entailing wider experiential and educational benefits for visitors and communities.

New opportunities exist to strengthen links between tourism and other creative industries, including music, the performing arts, design and cuisine. Recently, significant attention has been paid to the growing significance of food tourism, as well as the role of contemporary culture in urban regeneration and renewal linked to tourism.

Bolstering the links between sustainable tourism and culture will require considering the following factors:  Positioning "cultural tourism" as a tool for sustainable development  Safeguarding and promoting cultural heritage both tangible and intangible  Linking tourism to living, contemporary culture and the creative industries.

Throughout, a focus is needed on promoting cultural exchange between local communities and visitors. Championing "cultural tourism" understood as tourism that is related to, or motivated by, culture requires further integration between cultural and tourism policies and planning at all levels within communities, countries, regions and globally. This can be facilitated by creating or expanding collaborative structures, networks and programmes which link tourism and culture at the national, regional and international levels.

Further research and knowledge-sharing are needed to better understand cultural tourism's current impact and potential scope. Strategies for safeguarding and promoting cultural heritage ought to be complementary. Sensitive marketing is important for attracting interest in heritage, while securing support for conservation. It is essential to engage and empower local communities, including minorities and indigenous people, so that their concerns about the integrity of their cultural heritage are reflected across all aspects of tourism planning and management. Formal recognition of heritage sites and assets at the national or international levels, coupled with adequate protection strategies, are core requirements for conservation.

This process should involve an assessment of a site's carrying capacity and its tourism potential, drawing on available guidance about visitor management at cultural heritage sites.

Given the rapid growth of the creative industries as trade in creative goods increasing by 8.6% per year from 2003 to 2012 the time is ripe to link contemporary culture and creative cultural activities to tourism. Not only would this enrich tourism offer, it can help to revive urban areas, facilitate host-guest interaction, and promote local creativity.

5) Mutual Understanding, Peace and Security

There appears to be a strong, positive correlation between tourism and peace. On the one hand, the very existence of tourism depends on peace and security. On the other, the transformative power of tourism grounded upon billions of encounters that occur every day paves the way towards dialogue, mutual understanding and tolerance, the cornerstones of a culture of peace.

A sustainable, well-managed tourism sector also contributes to the building blocks of peace the "attitudes, institutions and structures" upon which peaceful societies are built, alongside economic development, democratisation, social justice, education, equality, empowerment, and reconciliation. Tourism can recover quickly after conflicts cease and can be relevant in post-conflict situations, helping to re-build economies and promote reconciliation. The need to provide for the safety of tourists can also play a part in maintaining more secure destinations and minimizing levels of violence.

Advancing tourism's contribution to mutual understanding, peace and security requires:  Fostering a "culture of peace" and global citizenship through tourism  Harnessing tourism as an agent for peace and reconciliation  Maintaining safety and security across the tourism sector.

Creating a "culture of peace" one which rejects violence, prevents conflicts by tackling their root causes, and solves problems through dialogue and negotiation is key to enabling longterm, harmonious coexistence between peoples and cultures. Tourism can contribute to building a culture of peace, if all stakeholders actively pursue "peace-sensitive tourism"that is, tourism which takes into account local conditions and involves local communities in all decision-making processes.

Advancing peace-sensitive tourism requires opportunities to experience "other" cultures, including interaction between hosts and guests, visits to sites related to conflict or peace, cross-border tourism experiences, including thematic routes, religious and faith-based tourism, exchange visits, like youth exchange programmes, sharing experiences through social media, and local community engagement. This is tied to tourism's potential to further a sense of "global citizenship", whereby individuals reflect on their relationship with the "other" and embrace diversity particularly in cultural contexts thereby promoting exchange and the reaffirmation of "global values". While the term allows for different interpretations, it arguably entails people taking responsibility for, and thinking critically about, global issues, as members of a shared "global community".

The processes involved in sustainable tourism development especially stakeholder dialogue and community engagement can help rebuild relationships and trust between parties in postconflict situation. To contribute to peace and reconciliation efforts, tourism development needs to be embedded in an on-going peace process. All parties must be made aware of the potential benefits of tourism, in order to incentivize reconciliation efforts. Similarly, collaboration between and within countries is vital for furthering safety and security across the tourism sector. Promoting security also requires fully integrating tourism into international and national security systems, coupled with timely, accurate and regularly updated travel advisories, and sustained, open media engagement. (n) Benefits of management efforts and resource utilization should be accrued to the rural communities directly, either in terms of cash, bonus or provision of social amenities such as portable water, electricity, good roads, rural healthcare delivery facilities, and improved educational development.

(o) National resources conservation awareness commit-tees should be established at National, State and Local Government levels to educate policy makers, towns, cities, youths and rural people about the need for conservation and national use of our resources, using the media, organised clubs and societies in primary, secondary and tertiary institutions.

(p) There is the need to urgently undertake wildlife, forestry, tourism, biodiversity and fisheries resources assessment of the country to establish the status of the resources. In closing, I would like to say how very pleased I am to see the large and varied turnout among government agencies, international donor groups, NGO's, and academic institutions.

Progressive forums such as this one are critical to the continued success of tourism industry by fostering communication and information exchange on program successes and failures, helping to enhance tourism activities wherever they are implemented, and giving future efforts that much greater a chance of success. Thank you.

12.

  Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 13. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 14. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 15. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 16. Promote, just, peaceful and inclusive societies 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development Source: United Nations (2015)

  contain strong training and education components to assist local populations with acquiring new job skills and adapting to changing local economies. Necessary skills such as hospitality, marketing, public negotiations, and scientifically-based conservation techniques are cross-sectoral themes in tourism training. Additional examples of enhanced training opportunities come from Ghana, Tanzania and Jordan. Ghana's Tourism Capacity Development Initiative improved the capacity, quality and performance of the tourism industry through training in marketing and product development, human resources development (including technical training for tour guides, and institutional capacity development.

  degradation and excessive resource use, with a focus on considering the following factors:  Enhancing the efficient use of resources  Focusing on biodiversity conservation and environmental protection  Investing in climate change mitigation and adaptation  Increasing knowledge of how environmental issues are related to tourism and increasing awareness among key stakeholders.

RecommendationsI

  would like to make a few recommendations as regards the challenges facing tourism industry and the missing link in the role of tourism in aiding the economies of developing countries. The identified factors hindering tourism development include: (a) Low level of awareness and inadequate stake-holders' participation; (b) Poor governance and inappropriate conflicting policies; Poverty/poor standard of living; (l) Rapid population growth, inadequate institutional capacity, inappropriate technologies and non-application of contemporary technologies; (m) Lack of National tourism policy, philosophy and vision; (n) Negative perception on tourism and hospitality services; Overcoming the Challenges (a) A high powered commission should be set up with the following Terms of Reference: Identify all tourism potentials/attractions.  Write feasibility studies of each promising tourism potential/attraction.  Select the most feasible potential/attractions.  Government should take the lead to develop the preferred options.  Adoption of bills and sells strategy. (b) Public, private partnership should be encouraged in tourism development to encourage diligent entrepreneurs who lack the capital and political capacity to strive. (c) Government should create access to attractions that are inaccessible, to encourage and enhance the value of investment and patronage. (d) The encouragement of tourism entrepreneurs through tourism tax holiday (e) Government should establish a ministry of tourism with a clear philosophy and vision to pilot tourism development. (f) Direct collaboration of government with technological and industrial countries like China, USA and UK to develop tourist attractions in Nigeria. Dubai strategies in tourism development should be emulated. (g) Declaration of emergency in tourism funding. (h) Tourism investment should be encouraged. (i) Security and infrastructure should be improved to ensure visitors confidence. (j) The problem of low patronage can be curbed through vertical integration.(k) Government should sponsor Tourism/Hospitality studies abroad as it was with oil/gas industry.(l) The local people should be allowed to take vital decisions on the management of tourism and they should be well compensated. This will encourage active participation of rural communities in planning, organization and execution of projects.(m) Continuous research and systematic recording of data in traditional ecological knowledge for present and future.

  One cannot adequately manage what one does not know or have control over.(q) Tourism Research Institute of Nigeria (TRIN) should be created to promote the development of Tourism Management in developing countries.

  (r) In order to heal the suffocating economy of Nigeria, Government should create the Ministry of Tourism and Hospitality.

Table 1 : Sustainable Development Goals S/N SDGs 1.

 1 

  Before I go further to explain the types of tourism, I would like to keep this audience informed about the impacts Travel and Tourism have contributed to the growth of GDP, Employment, Visitor's export, Investment and the total cumulative contributions in Sub-Saharan Africa as listed in Table2 to 8.

	Tourism is reborn as a possible tool to spur economic development while at the same time
	contributes to the preservation of the environment if it is planned and implemented in an
	environmentally and socially friendly manner. Hence, it is safe to say that if tourism
	potentials are properly harnessed, it is flexible enough to achieve sustainable development for
	any developing nation.

Table 2 :

 2 Travel and Tourism Direct Contribution to GDP of Developing Nations in 2017

	Travel and tourism direct contribution to GDP	2017US ($bn)
	World Average	21.5
	38.	Egypt	10.7
	39.	South Africa	10.2
	44.	Morocco	8.8

Table 3 :

 3 Travel and Tourism Total Contribution to GDP in Developing Nations

	Travel and tourism total contribution to GDP	2017 US ($bn)
	World Average	62.9
	34.	South Africa	31.0
	45.	Egypt	21.1
	48.	Nigeria	20.2

Table 4 :

 4 Travel and Tourism Direct Contribution to Employment in Developing Nations 2017

	Travel and tourism direct contribution to Employment	(2017) '000 jobs
	14.	Nigeria	1218.8
	18.	Egypt	1099.0
		World Average	937.5

Table 5 :

 5 Travel and Tourism Total Contribution to Employment in Developing Nations 2017

	Travel and tourism Total contribution to Employment	(2016) '000 jobs
	15.	Nigeria	3316.1
	21.	Egypt	2425.4
	World Average	2341.0
	23.	Morocco	1901.8

Table 6 :

 6 Travel and Tourism Direct Contribution to Investments in Developing Nations 2017

	Travel and tourism Investments	2017 US ($bn)
	28.	South Africa	5.3
	World Average	4.8
	33.	Morocco	4.6

case study, according to Ayodele (2017), presented in Tables 9 to 15 are detailed documentation of the various tourism potentials that God has blessed us with in this great country; Table 9: Local Cultural Tourism Potentials in Nigeria Types of Festival Disposition by States

  

	Social and Occasional	All states
	Local Festival	Ondo, Ekiti, Anambra and Imo
	New Yam Festivals	Ondo, Ekiti, Anambra and Imo
	Local Masquerades	All states
	Festival Theatres	All states
	Pategi Regatta	Niger state
	Mass Wedding	Kwara and some states
	Traditional Dances	All states

Table 10 : Some Tourist Attractions in North Central Region of Nigeria North Central ATTRACTIONS DESCRIPTIONS

 10 

	Benue	Makurdi Ushongo Hills	Natural/Physical
			Ikwe Holiday Resort	Natural/Man-made
			Enemabia Warm Spring	Natural
			Okpoga	
			Kwgh-hir Puppet Festival,	
			Gboko/Makurdi	Cultural (Nov/Dec)
			Dajo Pottery, Makurdi	Traditional
			Tiv Anger Weavers, Ajikpo	Monument
			J.S. Tarka Foundation	
			Centre, Makurdi	Cultural
			Tiv Day Celebration	Cultural
			Montane Game Reserve	Wildlife/Ecotourism
			The Rare Manatee, Katsina	
			Ala River	Natural
	Kogi	Lokoja	Ita-Okueta Weaving	Cultural
			The Atta'gala's Palace, Idah	Cultural
			Inikpi Shrine/Statue, Idah	Cultural
			Kpata Rock, Bassa	Physical
			Confluence Zone, Lokoja	Natural
			Lord Lugard's Residence	Monument
			Warlord War Cenotaph	Monument
			Iron of Liberty	Monument
	Kwara	Ilorin	Owu Water Falls, Owa	Natural
			Lokoja	
			Wreckage Fall, Owa, Lokoja	Monument
			Owe Cojita Falls	Physical
			Owu Water Falls, Owu	Physical
			Tombs of Past Emirs, Ilorin	Monument
			Ubo Aiyegunle Lakes	Physical
	Nassarawa Lafia	Peperuwa Lake	Physical/Ecotourism
			Late Captain Maloney Tomb	Monument
			Oku Akpa Picnic Centre	Physical
			Ogan Fishing and Cultural	
			Festival	Cultural
			Akin Warm Spring with Curative	
			Power, Awe LGA	Cultural
			Akin Salt Village	Cultural
			Doma Dam	Ecotourism
			Dyeing Pit and Calabash Carving,	
			Lafia	Cultural Souvenir
			Hunid Ox-Bow Lake Awe LGA	Craft
			Farin Ruwa Water Falls	Wildlife/Ecotourism
			Keana Salt Village	Natural
			Numan Rocks, Akwanga	Physical

Table 11 : Some Tourist Attractions in North-East Region of Nigeria

 11 

	North East		ATTRACTIONS	DESCRIPTIONS
	Adamawa	Yola	Koma Hills	Monument
			Sukur (UNESCO Heritage Site)	Monument
			Lamurde Hot Spring	Natural/physical

Table 12 : Some Tourist Attractions in North West Region of Nigeria

 12 

	North West		ATTRACTIONS	DESCRIPTIONS
	Jigawa	Dutse	Hadejia/Nguru Wetland	Ecotourism/Wildlife
			Birnin Kudu Rock Painting	Natural/Man-made
			Ringim Dyeing pits	Cultural
			Baturiya Birds Sanctuary	Wildlife
			Wawan Rafi Lake	Natural
	Kaduna	Kaduna Lugard Hall	Natural
			General Hassan Usman Park, Kaduna	Man-made
			Nok Terra Cottas	Cultural
			National Museum, Kaduna Emir of Zazzau's Palace, Zaria	Museum/Monument Cultural
			Jakaranda Pottery, Kaduna	Souvenir
	Kano	Kano	Roxy Amusement Park, Airport Road, Kano	Man-made
			Cooky Amusement Park, Kano	Man-made
			Hills and Valleys	Man-made
			Dawakin Kudu Junction Man-made	Man-made
			Bagauda Lake	Man-made
			Tiga Dam	Man-made
			Tourist Camp, Kano	Man-made
			Audu Bako Zoo, Kano	Man-made
			Sallah Durbar, Kano	Cultural
			Gidan Makama Museum Emir of Kano's Palace	Museum/Monument Cultural
			Kofar Mata Dyeing Pits	Cultural
			Bagauda Lake Resort and Conference Center	Man-made
	Katsina	Katsina Gobarau Minaret, Katsina	Monument/Cultural
			Kusugu Well, Daura	Monument/Cultural
			City Walls/Seven Gates, Katsina	Monument/Cultural
			Jibia Holiday Resort	Resort/Man-made
	Kebbi	Birnin	Argungun Fishing Festival	Natural/Physical
		Kebbi	Kanta Museum, Argungu	Museum/Monument
			Girmace Shrine, Zuru	Cultural/Traditional
	Sokoto	Sokoto Tomb of Usman Dan-Fodio Sultan's Palace, Sokoto	Monument Cultural
			Sokoto Museum	Monument
	Zamfara	Gusau	Kalele Hippo Pools, Maru	Natural/Wildlife/Ecotourism
			Kotorkoshi Rock	Physical

Table 13 : Some Tourist Attractions in South-East Region of Nigeria South East ATTRACTIONS DESCRIPTIONS

 13 

	Abia	Umuahia	Arochukwu Caves	Natural/Physical
			National War Museum	attraction
			Akwette Weaving Centre	Monument
			Long Juju of Arocwukwu	Arts and Craft
			Azumini Blue River	Cultural festival
			Museum of Colony History	Natural/Man made
	Anambra	Awka	Ogbunike Caves	Natural/Physical
			Rojenny Tourist Village, Oba	Man-made
			Agulu Lake/Gully	Natural
			Aguleri Game Reserve	Ecotourism
			Igbo Ukwu Archaeological Excavations	Monument
	Ebonyi	Abakaliki Umuana-Afikpo Golden Sand Beach	Natural
	Enugu	Enugu	International Conference Center Mmanwu Festival	Cultural
			Nike Holiday Resort	Natural/Man-made
			Ezeagu Tourist Complex	Man-made
			Nkalagu Silicon Sand Uza Uwani Natural Paint	Physical Nature's Wonder
			Iva Valley Coal Mine	Natural
	Imo	Owerri	Oguta Lake Holiday Resort	Natural/Man-made
			Ikeji Festival, Arandizogu	Cultural
			Palm Beach Holiday Resort Awo-Amana	Man-made/Natural
			Zoological and Botanical Garden, Nekede	Zoo/Man-made
			Amusement Park, Owerri	Zoo/Man-made

Table 14 : Some Tourist Attractions in South-South Region of Nigeria
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	South South		ATTRACTIONS	DESCRIPTIONS
	Akwa-Ibom	Uyo	Le Meridien Ibom Hotel and Golf Resort	Natural/Man made
			Ibeno Sand Beach/Mobil Oil Treatment	Natural/Man made
			Ekpo Masquerade Festival	Cultural
			Oron Museum, Oron	Museum/Monument
			Mary Slessor House/Tomb	Monument
	Cross-River	Calabar Kwa Falls	Natural
			Agbokim Falls, Ikom LGA	Natural
			Obudu Cattle Ranch	Resort/Man-made
			Coercopan Ishie Close Calabar	Zoo
			Drill Ranch, Calabar	Zoo
			Cross-River National Park	Ecotourism/Wildlife
			Ekpe Masquerade	Cultural
			National Museum	Monuments
			Rock with Foot Prints	Natural
			Tinapa	Cultural
	Bayelsa	Yenagoa Oloibiri Oil Museum	Museum/Monument
			State Transit Hall	Resort/Man-made
			Ogidi Shrine	Cultural
	Rivers	Port-	Isaac Boro Park	Man-made
		Harcourt	King Jaja of Opobo Monument	Monument
			Okrika Aquatic Stadium	Man-made
			Ifoko Beach	Physical
	Delta	Asaba	Tourist Beach, Port-Harcourt Chief Nana's Palace	Physical Natural/Man-made
			Koko Port Escravo's Beach	Natural/Man-made Natural/Man-made
			Fugar Caves	Physical
	Edo	Benin	Fugar Caves	Physical
			Okomu Wildlife Sanctuary	Ecotourism
			Igwe Fsetival, Benin	Cultural
			Igun Bronze Casting, Benin Oba's Palace, Benin	Souvenir/Cultural Cultural
			Ramat Park	Monument
			Sakpoba Holiday Resort	Resort/Man-made
			Asoro Shrine	Cultural/Traditional
			Samorikat Hills	Physical

Table 15 : Some Tourist Attractions in South-West Region of Nigeria
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	South South	ATTRACTIONS	DESCRIPTIONS
	Ekiti	Ado-Ekiti	Erinta Falls	Physical
			Olosunta Hills, Ikere	Physical
			Ikogosi Warm Spring	Natural
	Lagos	Ikeja	Bar Beach, Lagoos	Physical
			Badagry Beach, Lagos	Physical
			Maiyegun Beach	Physical/Man-made
			Eleko Beach, Lagos	Physical/Man-made
			Tarkwa Bay, Lagos	Physical/Man-made
			Water Parks, Ikeja	Man-made/Resort
			Apapa Amusement Park	Resort/Man-made
			Frankid Leisure Park, Festac	Physical/Man-made
			Whispering Palm, Badagry	Physical/Man-made
			Shoprite	Man-made
			Lekki Conservation Centre	Museum/Monument
			National Museum, Onikan	Museum/Monument
			Slave Relics, Badagry	Museum/Monument
			First Storey Building, Badagry	Monument
			Muson Centre, Onikan	Man-made
			Civic Centre, Victoria Island	Man-made
			Silver Bird Galleria	Man-made
			National Conservation Foundation	Resort/Man-made
			National Theartre, Iganmu Oba's Palace, Lagos	Man-made Cultural
	Ogun	Abeokuta	Management Training Centre, Ogere	Man-made
			Adire Market Itoku, Abeokuta	Cultural
			Olumo Rock, Abeokuta	Physical
			Birikisu Sungbo Shrine	Cultural/Religious
			Ebute-Oni Waterfront	Natural
			Ancient Palace of Alake of Egbaland	Cultural
			Ogunde Theatre Centre	Man-made

Ladies and gentlemen, it is crucial to note that this keynote address does not provide insight to the scope of tourism alone but also document a preliminary framework for harnessing tourism potentials towards the actualisation of the sustainable development goals in developing nations. It sets out tourism strengths and the challenges it faces, while underlining the need for careful planning and management. As a first step towards gathering evidence of the nexus between tourism, sustainability, and development, it is by no means exhaustive. This Address recognises that sustainable tourism is playing an ever-increasing role in developing nation's arena through helping to meet diverse objectives such as economic growth, poverty alleviation, improved local governance, biodiversity conservation, and enhanced management of natural resources. Tourism is a particularly powerful tool for achieving sustainable development because it has become one of the largest if not the largest single industries in the world. It has grown rapidly and almost continuously over the last 20 years, and the World Tourism Organization reports it to be one of the world's most important sources of employment and of Gross Domestic Product. and credit systems that reach down to the poor, and continued monitoring and evaluation.

In most developing nations, tourism has been developed to serve as a component for achieving sustainable development because to a greater extent, tourism addresses economic