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In her latest book, Tessie Liu traces the history of the Société des Amis des Noirs (which would later become the Société des Amis des Noirs et des Colonies) since its inception in 1788. In her genealogy of the organization-the first formal French abolitionist group-Liu focuses on the ways in which differentiated conceptualizations of citizenship emerged at the end of the eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth century out of the Atlantic revolutions, from which were also derived different approaches to race and understandings of political belonging. Liu uses the Société as a filter to examine issues such as voting rights and color-blindedness in the post-emancipation context of postrevolutionary Atlantic. For her, the organization remains an oddity in the history of European and American abolitionism. Indeed, she lays out striking contradictions in the ideological foundation of the Amis, as the organization was at the same time anchored in early abolitionist rhetoric and in an elitist understanding of equality. In particular, the author highlights how the tension emanating from the consideration of "merit" as a source of political rights swayed the Société's mission away from anti-slavery motives. Liu engages in this "meritorious equality" through a detailed narrative of the intellectual debates not only at the heart of the Société but in society more generally, notably through her account of the evolution in and responses to the thought of various characters such as Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyès, the abbé Grégoire, or Jean-Baptiste Say, among others. These political thinkers' positioning vis-à-vis race, "qualification," privilege, citizenship, equality, and the slave trade also lead to a clearer grasp of the different (racialized) categories of access to citizenship rights, for example across groups such as "free colored elites" or "wealthy free men of mixed ancestry." The book gives readers all the necessary tools to intellectually resolve the main inconsistency in an organization that in the end "oddly promoted racial equality at the expense of abolition." Richly documented and thoroughly researched, this volume will bring together seasoned scholars and students of French colonial history and postcolonial studies, as well as historians of the Atlantic world.
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