The general picture ü In most advanced countries, more and more, progress in life expectancy depends on the decline of mortality at oldest ages ü Among most advanced countries, especially for females, progress has slowed down during the last decade. ü What are the reasons for this slowdown ? ü A focus on females in the three leaders in life expectancy : Japan, Spain and France

A steady increase during the second half of the 20th century, but a slowdown in the last decade The same in France and Spain but with an additional problem for the future: the arrival to old ages of cohorts with excess mortality

A clear cohort effect
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Nothing similar in Japan
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Age and cause components of the gains in life expectancy: the negative role of tobaccorelated neoplasms at ages 50 and over In Japan, the increasing weight of dementias for the oldest-old, but nothing related to tobacco-consumption 

Some conclusion

ü The decline of old-age mortality is more and more crucial for future life expectancy growth ü It makes already further progress in life expectancy more and more difficult and can let predict a slowing down. ü Two additional reasons could contribute to this slowdown and maybe to a life expectancy decline: the decrease of old age mortality reduction itself and the soon arrival in old age of cohorts with excess mortality, probably due to the increase in tobacco consumption in these female cohorts. ü Japan resists better to these additional difficulties while south Korea is escaping them and could soon become the new leader in life expectancy.
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  visible on the trends in the proportion of years lived after age x Ex : Life expectancy at age x ; %x : proportion of years lived after age x The recent slowdown is due to a deceleration of progress at old ages ü What are the age and cause components of the deceleration? ü What can be expected in the next future?Age components of gains in life expectancy during two recent periodsIn Japan, gains are reducing at all ages between 65 and 90
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