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Anthrenus (Anthrenodes) sarahae sp. nov., a new species from Benin

(Coleoptera: Dermestidae)

JIRi HAVA (1) & ALAIN COACHE (2)

(1) Private Entomological Laboratory & Collection, Ryznerova 37/37, CZ-252 62 Unétice u Prahy, Prague-west, Czech Republic.

- E-mail: jh.dermestidac@volny.cz - Orcid: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8076-9538

- ZooBank: http://zoobank.org/71D662DB-2F3D-4418-
(2) Impasse de I’ Artémise, F-04700 La Brillanne.
- E-mail: alain.coache@gmail.com

B6-E1DF82895ACS

- ZooBank: http://zoobank.org/C41F1566-6165-469B-9010-C0196F01DCA?2 - Orcid: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2503-746X

Abstract. — A new species, Anthrenus (Anthrenodes) sarahae sp. nov. from Benin is described,
illustrated and compared with similar species. The species Dermestes (Dermestes) wittei Kalik,
1955 and Attagenus robustior (Pic, 1951) are recorded from Benin.
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Introduction

The subgenus Anthrenodes Chobaut, 1898 of the genus Anthrenus
Geoffroy, 1762 recently contains 33 species worldwide (Hava,
2023a,b) with four species known from the Afrotropical Region
(Hava, 2023b). The subgenus is characterized by the antennae
consisting of 10 antennomeres. Males differ from females by the
shape of the antennal club. In males, the terminal antennomere is
larger or longer than the penultimate one; in females it is as long as
the penultimate one. Adults can be found on plants, but also in
households, where the larvae are harmful to different commodities
of natural origin. They are feared pests in museum collections
(Peacock, 1993; Hava 2023a). A new species is described below,
and two species belonging to the genera Attagenus and Dermestes
are recorded from Benin, and a list of the known Dermestidae
from Benin is provided.

Material and methods

The size of the beetles or of their body parts can be useful in
species recognition and thus, the following measurements were
made:

TL: Total length = linear distance from anterior margin of head to
apex of elytra.

EW: Elytral width = maximum linear transverse distance.

Mentioned material deposited in following collections:
ACPC: Alain Coache private collection, La Brillanne, France.
MHNL: Musée d'Histoire Naturelle de Lyon, Lyon, France.

JHAC: Jifi Hava, Private Entomological Laboratory & Collection,
Unétice u Prahy, Prague-west, Czech Republic.

Reviewer :
Andreas Herrmann (Germany) - http://zoobank.org/64D7C64F-F1

Specimens of the presently described species are provided with
red, printed label with text as follows:

« HOLOTYPE Anthrenus (Anthrenodes) sarahae sp. nov. J.
Héava & A. Coache det. 2023.»

Description

Anthrenus (Anthrenodes) sarahae sp. nov.
(Fig. 1-2)
ZooBank: http://zoobank.org/D802EBB9-797D-4494-AD7B-B4668B435C35

Holotype, 9, Afrique de 1'Ouest, Bénin, Cové, Forét de Cové (Fig. 3 & 4),
Fauchage, 29 Avril 2018, legit Alain Coache, (MHNL).

Description of the holotype

Body. — Body TL 2.4 mm, EW 1.7 mm; body brownish-black,
small, oval. Dorsal surface covered by brown and yellow scales.
Individual scales small, broad, subtriangular.

Head. — Covered by intermixed brown and yellow scales. Antennae
with 10 antennomeres, antennomeres brown, antennal club 2 with two
segments, compact (Fig. 2). Frons with median ocellus. Eyes with
entire median margin. Palpomeres dark brown.

Pronotum. — Covered by yellow scales and with brown scales
forming spots (Fig. 1).

Scutellum. — Small, triangular without scales.

Elytra. — With brown and yellow scales; yellow scales forming
spots on each elytron, other parts covered by brown scales (Fig. 1).

Epipleuron. — With yellow scales.

Ventral surface. — Covered with yellow and brown scales.
Prosternum only with yellow scales. Metasternum with yellow scales,
with a small patch of brown scales at lateral margins. Abdominal

-4BAB-9BE3-B8B65DIFACDB
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2 HAVA & COACHE. — Anthrenus sarahae sp. nov. from Benin

Fig. 1-2. Anthrenus (Anthrenodes) sarahae sp. nov. 9° — i
1. Habitus, dorsal aspect. 2. Antenna. '

ventrite I with only yellow scales, ventrites II-V with yellow scales
and lateral spots of brown scales, ventrite V with median brown spot. b

Legs. — Brown with yellow scales and white setae.

Male. — Unknown.

Differential diagnosis. — The new species is visually very similar to
Anthrenus (Anthrenops) aristophanousi Hava & Matsumoto, 2022 .
and A. (4.) endroedyi Hava, 2004, but the new species differs from
them by the structure of the antennae with 10 antennomeres, both of

the other species have antennae with nine antennomeres.

Etymology. — Patronymic, dedicated to Alain Coache daughter 7°
Sarah Déguénon. 3

Faunist 2 = g :
Attagenus robustior (Pic, 1951) g Cotonou

« Afrique de 1'Ouest, Benin, Pobé, Forét de Pobé, fauchage **

graminées, 2-3.xii.2022, legit Alain Coache », 7 spec., J. Hava 1° 2° 3°

det., (ACPC, JHAC). Fig. 3. Map of the Benin, distribution of Anthrenus sarahae n. sp.

The species has been previously recorded from Burkina Faso,
Congo, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Ivory Coast,
Senegal and Sierra Leone; from Benin the species was recorded List of species recorded from Benin
by (Hava & Coache 2023); the data above represent a new p
locality for Benin.
ocality for Ben Subfamily Dermestinae
Dermestes (Dermestes) wittei Kalik, 1955 Dermalius maximus (Pic, 1915)

Dermestes (Dermestes) ater DeGeer, 1774

«Afrique de L"Ouest, Benin Pobe, Forét de Pobe, fauchage graminées, Dermestes (Dermestes) semistriatus Boheman, 1851
3.xii.2022, legit Alain Coache », 1 &, J. Hava det., (ACPC). Dermestes (Dermestes) wittei Kalik, 1955

The species has been still r.ecorded f_ro.m C_ongp, Gambia, Dermestes (Dermestinus) maculatus DeGeer, 1774
Ghana, Madagascar, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Somalia [with Somaliland], South Africa, Tanzania and Subfamily Thorictinae

Zimbabwe (Hava 2023b); to Benin.
imbabwe (Hva ); new to Benin Thorictus beninensis Hava & Lackner, 2005

FAUNITAXYS - ISSN (Print) : 2269 - 6016 - ISSN (Online) : 2970 - 4960



Faunitaxys, 11(38), 2023: 1 - 3.

Subfamily Attageninae

Attagenus fasciatus (Thunberg, 1795)
Attagenus robustior (Pic, 1951)

Subfamily Megatominae

Anthrenus (Anthrenodes) sarahae sp. nov.
Anthrenus (Anthrenus) senegalensis Pic, 1927
Thaumaglossa rufiventris Pic, 1927
Trogoderma granarium Everts, 1898

Subfamily Trogoparvinae

Volvicornis rufescens (Pic, 1927)
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Une nouvelle espece est décrite du Bénin : Anthrenus (Anthrenodes) sarahae sp. nov. Elle est illustrée et comparée aux espeéces
les plus proches. Dermestes (Dermestes) wittei Kalik, 1955 et Attagenus robustior (Pic, 1951) sont observées pour la premiére fois

au Bénin.
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