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niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

In an hybrid format, the Third ECRP conference has gathered 40 researchers, experts and practitioners from 14 countries (Austria, Belgium, Estonia, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom) at the Fraunhofer Forum in Berlin, Germany. The panels and workshops crossed disciplines (complexity science, economics, engineering, geography, history, life science, psychology, sociology, among others), including fields from all the Disaster Risk Reduction cycle phases (from early warning to insurance through perception, vulnerability, behaviour, management, resilience, etc.), and using diverse case studies from ongoing European projects to bring together a panoramic European discussion of the on-going research and practice. 

CONCLUSION OF THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON RISK PERCEPTION, BEHAVIOUR, MANAGEMENT AND RESPONSE

BERLIN ACTION POINTS

CHALLENGES IN USING THEORIES IN DISASTER RISK RESEARCH

All research is based on theoretical assumptions. Yet, such assumptions are often not clearly stated. In research on risk perception and adaptive behaviour a rather small proportion of studies explicate their theoretical basis and how it informed their empirical analysis. However, explicating theoretical assumption is beneficial to various reasons:

A greater reflexivity about and appreciation of the role of theories in this field of research, including tolerance for new ideas and for younger researchers An awareness of the relevance of institutional capacity and long-term commitment to certain topics, themes and frameworks A greater encouragement to engage with theories in applied research projects to ensure outcomes that are of relevance not just for specific settings and contexts but contribute to a larger body of empirical evidence 

  The Third ECRP conference in June 2022 in Berlin, Germany, has gathered again our two communities, the Risk Perception and Behaviour Survey of Surveyors (Risk-SoS) and the H2020-DRS-01 Cluster on risk perception and adaptive behaviour (a grouping of several Horizon Europe -Disaster Resilient Societies projects, most notably RESILOC, BUILDERS, CORE, ENGAGE, LINKS, RiskPACC). One of the key challenges for risk, vulnerability and resilience research is how to address the role of risk perceptions and how perceptions influence behaviour. It remains unclear why people fail to act adaptively to reduce future losses, even when there is ever-richer information available on natural and humanmade hazards (flood, drought, etc.). The current fragmentation of the field makes it an uphill battle to cross-validate the results of existing independent case studies. This, in turn, hinders comparability and transferability across scales and contexts and hampers recommendations for policy and risk management. The ECRP conference cycle aims to contribute to improve the ability of researchers in the field to work together and build cumulative knowledge.

Explicit engagement is challenged by different reasons: What is needed?

  

		Theories are usually grounded in disciplinary traditions and
		"languages" which often hamper cooperation in an interdisciplinary
		research environment
	Increasing transparency	
	i.e. other researchers can assess underlying	
	assumptions and rationales	A lack of awareness of and/or knowledge (incl. training) about the
		existence and relevance of theories in research on risk perception and
		adaptive behaviour
	Stimulating incremental or revelatory advancements	
	i.e. building on existing theoretical framework or developing new frameworks allowing counter-intuitive insights	Responding to the demands of practitioners are often favoured over contributing to an established theoretical reference body
	Ensuring comparability of findings	
	i.e. comparing studies conducted in different geographical	
	settings and, by doing so, drawing more general conclusions	
	Informing and influencing decision-making	
	processes on the policy-level	
	i.e. distilling a clear-cut message from science to stakeholders,	
	especially for decision-making processes, based on a robust	
	evidence base	
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RECOMMENDATIONS ON SHARING AND TESTING QUESTIONNAIRES OPEN QUESTIONS FROM THE ECRP