Outline

Sino-Tibetan

Tibeto-Burman Chinese

• increased diversity and complexity due to the transition in the area between distinct language types 1. synthetic languages with inflectional and derivational morphology (paradigmatic (ergative) case marking) 2. template word-tone systems 3. no numeral classifiers 4. no multiple existential verbs 1. isolating languages with mostly derivational morphology and overt (accusative) case marking only on a subset of objects 2. omnisyllabic tonal systems 3. well-developed systems of numeral classifiers 5. well-developed systems of existential verbs 1. case marking (semantic/pragmatic constraints) 2. tonal systems with culminativity 3. reduced numeral classifier systems 4. multiple existential verbs 5. directional prefixes

Qiangic Tibetic

Lolo-Burmese

Existential Verbs

• existential verbs or suppletive classificatory verbs: verbs that can categorize the S/O argument in terms of its inherent properties (e.g. animacy, shape, form and consistency) as well as its orientation or stance in space (Aikhenvald 2003: 153) 

  challenges of diversity, complexity, and endangerment in descriptive and comparative linguistic work SW Mandarin Matisoff, James A. 2003. The Handbook of Proto-Tibeto-Burman: System and Philosophy of Sino-Tibetan Reconstruction. Berkeley: University of California Press, 5.

  of innovation until recently, no lingua franca for the whole area some clear areal features (such as multiple existential verbs) some unique, cross-linguistically infrequent features (such as topography-based spatial deixis)
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