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Indian manuscripts collection: 

3,200 manuscripts

in Sanskrit, Prakrit, Bengali, Marathi, Punjabi, 

Hindi, Urdu, Tamil, Telugu…

Four moments, four men:

- Jean-François Pons (1698-1752)

- Augustin Aussant (fl. 1769-1785)

- Jacques Guérin (1802-1861)

- Palmyr Cordier (1871-1914)

BnF, Indien 739, Bengali Lessons



Jean-François Pons 
(1698-1752)
• Jean-Paul Bignon, librarian of King Louis the 15th

Maison des jésuites à Chandernagor

(BnF, OD-59, f. 24)



Father Pons list of 
manuscripts, BnF, NAF 5442



BnF, Sanscrit 551, Sanskrit 
Grammar by Father Pons



Palm-leaves manuscripts

• Sanscrit 611, Amarakośa, 17th c.

• Sanscrit 349, Mahābhārata, early 18th c.

• Sanscrit 820, Vivadācintāmaṇi, by Vācaspatimiśra, 
1532



BnF, Sanscrit 561, Kātantravṛttipañjikā, paper, 1502

BnF, Sanscrit 437, Viṣṇupurāṇa, paper, 1732



BnF, Sanscrit 547, Kāvyacandrikā

BnF, Sanscrit 797, Jyotistattva, 1684



Augustin 
Aussant



BnF, Indien 731, French, English, Portuguese of India, Persian, Urdu and Bengali vocabulary, 1782.
Beginning with the word ‘Dieu, God, Deos, Alla, Kroda, Isschor’.



BnF, Indien 714, Mahābhārata in Bengali

Indien 739, Bengali lessons



BnF, Indien 719, 
Vidyāsundara, or 
Kālikāmaṅgala, by 
Bhāratacandra Rāya
Guṇākara, 1784

(cf. France Bhattacharya, 
In Praise of Annada, 2017)



Jacques Guérin (1802-1861)

BnF, Sanscrit 975, Jyotiṣpradīpa, by Rāma Śarman, f. 1



BnF, Sanscrit 969, Jātakapaddhati, by 
Keśavārka, 1830’s



BnF, Sanscrit 304, Sūryasiddhāntavivaraṇa, by Dādābhāi.



BnF, Indien 869



Palmyr Cordier (1871-1914)

Sanscrit 1340, Ārṣarāmāyaṇa, 18th c.



OD 52, Gentil, Murshidabad paintings: Bhairava, dansing Bhairava, Sharabha
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