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ARIEL, EDOUARD (1818-1854)

Emmanuel Francis ; Margherita Trento

cess to documents

Edouard Ariel (1818-1854), a colonial ini in ry, in the French in india, built up in a few years a
reasoned collection of Tamil manuscripts, which, by its variety and the age of its manuscripts, is unique in the world.

Biography

Edouard-Simon Ariel was born in Nanies on the 5th of October 1818. He embarked on a career in the Navy. Posted to
Pondicherry, he disembarked there on the 19th of November 1844. He held varicus positiens in the celonial
administration of the French Establishments in India, notably that of secretary archivist to the governor. He died

ly, of illness, in Pondicherry in 1854

Before his departure for Pondicherry, he stayed in Paris and was a pupil of the Indianist Eugéne Burnouf (1801-1852),
with whom he maintained a scholarly correspondence. It was thus quite natural that once in Pondicherry, in
h it li and thel

addition to his official occupations; Ariel showed a keen interest in history,
and literature of India, in particular those of the Tamil country. He accumulated working notes and study projects. In
particular, he built up a unique collection of Tamil manuscripts. He had time to publish some works in the Journal
Asiatique: pioneering studies on the Tirukkusal of Tiruvaltuvar, a classic text of Tamil literature, accompanied by
extracts translated into French (Ariel 1847, 1848, 1852).

Ariel's collections
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« Brame calendrier qui inscrit la ' ba
naissance des enfans et tire leur . \f
horoscope » :

[‘Calendar Brahmin’ who records the
birth of children and draws their
horoscope]

« Sa femme de méme caste »

[His wife from the same caste]
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I B Abhijiianasakuntala, par Kalidasa, coll. J. F. Pons,
FrRTTATarar =T = P
PRI Ly Bengale, 1653 (Saka 1575), f. 1v.

LA BECONNAISSAN(’ E

!  SACOUNTALA,

' DRAME SANSCRIT ET PRACRIT
DE CALIDASA,

PUBLIE FOUR LA PNEMIENE FOIS, EN ORIGINAL, SUR UN NANUSCKIT UNIQUE
DE L4 JIDLIOTREQUE DU ROI,

:\C('(IMI’\(,VE D'UNE TRADUCTION H{AW‘AISh
S mores yuiaBOIEES, GhiTIOs £ b

ET SUIVI D'UN AFPENDICE,

} Pas Jo. L. eu,
st et e e
Trooweur de Satscrit an Coliign royal de France, de Persnd Thioks apicile des
g

La reconnaissance de Sacountala, drame
sanscrit et pracrit de Calidasa, publié pour
la premiere fois, en original, sur un

i manuscrit unique de la Bibliothéque du roi,
accompagné d'une traduction francaise par
A.-L. Chézy, Paris, Dondey-Dupré, 1830.

PARIS.
A LA LIBRAIRIE ORIENTALE DE DON
Vo Librires do Scte A
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Sir Dinshaw Maneckji Petit (1823-1901)
and the ‘Cercle littéraire’

INAUGUTRATION

OERCLE LITTERAIRE,
BOMBAY,
Samedi le /?0 Novembre 1836.

Source : Samuel
Berthet, Inde-France
(1870-1962) : enjeux
culturels, Pondichéry,
IFP, 2019.

Qré;ibmts Yhonnear. -

MM. Hexry Forret, Coasut de France.
- Diwsmaw Mavocxjrz Prom.’
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View from the Cercle littéraire reading
room on a square where the Lumiere
brothers showed the first movie in
India (7th July 1896).

Mumbai, May 2022 © LC/JP
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Preparation of the manuscripts before
digitalization, supporting by the National
Mission for Manuscripts. Ramnagar Fort.

Digitalization of the private Bhadury
Collection in Varanasi by the NMM.

© JP, Nov. 2019
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Asiatic Society: an example of limited access

H ASIATIC SOCIETY, MUMBRI
STATE CENTRAL LIBRARY
TowWn HOoLL

Mumbai, May 2022 © LC/JP
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Gallery = Catalogue

Russian - English, E...

~ Waldemar Schapiro

Sriramayan Mahaka...
~ Pan Shripad Damodar
|| Satvalekar

ARYA SAMSKRITI

]

Contact Us

Feedback = Subscribe

Islam and Christianity
i‘, The Khwaja Kamal-Ud-Din

| Mahakavi Kalidasa ...

| Dattatray Venkatesh

~ Ketkar

Physique Biocosmiq...
| Emile Scha
Search Q

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY OF MUMBAI
GRANTH SANJEEVANI

© How to Optimize Search | ADVANCED SEARCH

HOME | ABOUT | CONTACT | LOGIN/REGISTER

Established in 1804

. Sanskritf
| Shripad Da
|| Satvelkar

Explore over 25 million pages
digitized from the treasures of the
Asiatic Society, Mumbai.

Granth Sanjeevani has over 20,000 books, newspapers, manuscripts,
maps, journals, government publications and reports. Though the
majority of books are in English, there are books in Sanskrit and other
ancient and modern Indian languages and in European languages like
Greek, Latin, Italian, German and French. Books are in the traditional

areas of Indology and Oriental scholarship, but also include Biography,
Genealogy, Politics, Economics, Science, Management, Travel and
Fiction. 15,000 have been classified as rare and valuable books, and
they include first editions of antiquarian books in Indian and European
languages.
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