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Dates in the Ardhakathānaka

“pañcāsai” (96) =  VS [16]50 = 1593/1594 AD

“sambata solaha sai aṭhatāla” (94) = VS 1648 = 1591/1592

“barisa cyāri jaba bīte aura” (48)

“sambata solaha sai cauvane. māgha māsa sita pakha bārasī. cale bivāhana

Bānārasī” (105) = VS 1654 = 17 February 1598

“soū byāhī causaṭhe, sambata phāguna māsa” (279) = VS [16]64 phālguṇa

= February/March 1608

“chihattare sambata āsāṛha” (589) = VS [16]76 āṣāṛha = June 1619

etc.



sambata solaha sai tetāla | māgha māsa sita pakṣa rasāla ||

ekādasī bāra rabinanda | nakhata rohinī vṛṣa kau canda || 83 ||

rohini tritiya carana anusāra | Karagasena-ghara suta avatāra ||

“In the year 1643, on a Sunday, the eleventh day of the bright 

fortnight of the month of Māgha, when the moon in Taurus enters 

into conjunction with the asterism Rohinī, during the third quarter 

of the astrological sign of Rohinī, a son was born to Kharagasen.”

= 20 January 1587 

Banārasīdās Date of Birth



Banārasīdās (1587-1644)

Banārasīdās (1586-1643)

Banārasīdās’ Karmaprakṛtividhāna:

saṃvat satraha sau samaya | phālguṇa māsa vasanta ||

ṛtu śaśivāsara saptamī | taba yaha bhayo siddhānta || 75 ||

“saṃvat 1700, month of Phālguṇa, during the spring season, on the 

seventh day of the bright fortnight” 

= 14 February 1644



1. Youth Poems (1601-1605)

Banārasīdās throwing his Navarasa on the Gomatī River 

after having reaffirmed his Jain faith (VS Kartīka 1662 = 

October/November 1605)



2. Pre-Samayasāra Period (1605-1623)

Copy of the Nāmamālā by Dhanañjaya, no date, Dharmartha Trust 

at Raghunath Temple, Jammu (© eGangotri)



3. Post-Samayasāra Period (1623-1636)

Copy of the Paramajyoti by Banārasīdās, saṃvat 1781 (AD 1724/1725), 

National Library of France, Sanscrit 1570 (© BnF/Gallica)



4. Post-Gommaṭasāra Period (1636-1644)

Edition of the Samayasāra-nāṭaka by 

Buddhilāl Śrāvak (Mumbai, 1929)



taba tahāṃ mile Arathamala Ḍhora | karaiṃ Adhyātama bātaiṃ jora ||

tini Banārasī sauṃ hita kiyau | Samaisāra Nāṭaka likhi diyau || 592 || 

Rājamalla naiṃ ṭīkā karī | so pothī tini āgai dharī ||

kahai Banārasi sauṃ tū bāñcu | tere mana āvegā sāñcu || 593 ||

On this occasion he met Arathmal Ḍhor. He was part of the Adhyātma

movement and spoke of it with verve. He wanted the good of

Banārasī, offered him the text of the Samayasāra Nāṭaka. Rājamalla

made a commentary on it. This is this manuscript that was presented

to him. He said to Banārasī: “Read this, the truth will penetrate your

mind”.



Samayasāra and its commentaries/rewritings 

Samayasāra-kalaśa by Amṛtacandra (10th c.) – Sanskrit 

Samayasāra-kalaśa-bālabodha by Rājamalla (16th c.) – Ḍhūṇḍārī

Samayasāra-nāṭaka by Banārasīdās (1587-1644) – Brajbhāṣā

Samayasāra by Kundakunda (c. 5th c.) – Prakrit Śaurasenī

Ātmakhyāti by Amṛtacandra (10th c.) – Sanskrit

Tātparyavṛtti by Jayasena (12th c.) – Sanskrit

Ātmakhyāti-bhāṣā-vacanikā by Jayacandra (1758-1825) –

Hindi



Samayasāra-kalaśa, f. 1v, saṃvat 1762 (1705/1706 AD)

(veṣṭan 1865, Baḍā Terāpanth, Jaipur © J. Cort)



Samayasāra-kalaśa, f. 2v, saṃvat 1762 (1705/1706 AD)

(veṣṭan 1865, Baḍā Terāpanth, Jaipur © J. Cort)



Stanzas numbers in the chapters of the 

Samayasāra, Samayasārakalaśa and 

Samayasāranāṭaka
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chapitres SS SSK SSN

0 Maṅgalācaraṇa _ _ 51

1 Jīva 38 32 35

2 Ajīva 30 13 14

3 Kartā-karman 76 54 36

4 Puṇya-pāpa 19 13 16

5 Āsrava 17 12 15

6 Saṃvara 12 8 11

7 Nirjarā 44 30 61

8 Bandha 51 17 58

9 Mokṣa 20 13 53

10 Sarva-viśuddha-jñāna 108 54 139

11 Syādvāda _ 17 29

12 Sādhya-sādhaka _ 15 56

13 Guṇasthāna _ _ 115

14 Praśasti _ _ 40

Samayasāra added chapters



Thank you!

Keys to success:

- Choose a balanced view between the absolute 

point of view (niścaya-naya) and the practical 

point of view (vyavahāra-naya)

- Focus on the adhyātma with the help of the 

guṇasthāna

- Keep reading Kundakunda and Nemicandra!
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