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Early Byzantine Jewellery in the
Cloisonné Style Allegedly from Olbia

This chapter deals with the finds of artefacts with cloisonné-style decoration from
the post-Hunnic period (from the mid-5" century to the end of the first half of the
6™ century) in the Hermitage Museum collections. According to dealers, they came
from the region of Olbia, an important ancient city near the mouth of the Southern
Bug River. It is assumed by some that these finds can be linked to the existence of an
unrecognised steppe power centre of the period, but their apparent similarity to the
“princely” finds of the period from the Middle Danube area may indicate the east-
ward movement of some Germanic groups, such as the Angisciri, whose migration
is described by Jordanes'. However, there are other “princely” finds associated with
Olbia, such as an ostentatious polychrome buckle with thickened, round loop and
round belt-plate, or earrings with three-lobed pendants.

Therefore, it cannot be ruled out that in the Hunnic period there may have been
a power centre of some kind — hypothetically it could have been the “kingdom of
Gesimundus”, according to the Hunnic ally known from Jordanes’s notes on the Elf?e:Ro':Slc;;c; frf’;‘;g'zt"o
Hun-Goth war. It is necessary to em- P
phasise, however, that Jordanes took
a significant part of his testimony from
a Germanic epic, and therefore any his-
torical considerations formed on the ba-
sis of the mentioned episode from Jor-
danes’s chronicle are only hypothetical?.
But even more significant is the fact that
Olbia as a site for the discovery of arte-
facts must be considered undocumented
and perhaps even fraudulent. It is com-
mon knowledge that antiquities dealers,
in an attempt to achieve the highest pos-
sible price, actually claimed a fictitious
origin for the goods on offer, from well-
known ancient sites such as Panticapae-
um (Kerc) or Olbia. So, the geographical
location of the origin of the artefacts an-
alysed here is very conditional. We can
only speak with greater certainty about
their origin in the area of the northern
Black Sea coast.

The Olbia Treasure

The most famous find of the post-Hun-
nic period is the so-called treasure from
the collections of P. A. Mavrogordato,
which later ended up in the U.S.® Fig.1.
The artefacts from this assemblage
formed part of a prestigious female cos-
tume and were probably part of the
funerary equipment. The most signif-
icant part of the jewellery set is a pec-
toral chain with an oval medallion with
a cross motif Fig.1:1. Judging by the na-
ture of the cloisonné-style decoration of
the medallion, it was produced by Con-
stantinopolitan jewellers®. This is also
confirmed by the reverse side of the

Fig. 2: Artefacts from the post-Hunnic
period from Olbia

1: Photo C. von Carnap-Bornheim
2: After Romans and Barbarians 1976, no. 15

stroke-ornamented medallion, typical of Mediterranean production, while the mas-
sive decorated disc clasp of the necklace also corresponds to the traditions of Gre-
co-Roman art workshops®.

The “treasure” also includes two gold open bar bracelets with club-shaped
ends Fig.1:9,10. This type of bracelet appears in Europe in the 1% century AD as a re-
sult of an unknown impulse from Asia®. For the 5% to the first half of the 6 cen-
turies such “royal” bracelets, albeit more massive, are strongly represented in the
burial sites and treasures of the barbarian aristocracy, among others in the tomb of
King Childeric at Tournai in Wallonia, in the tomb of the Gepidic prince at Apahida
in Transylvania and of the Herulian (?) chieftain at Blu¢ina in southern Moravia’.
Bracelets with club-shaped ends can also be found in aristocratic female graves,
such as the grave from the Hunnic period at Regdly in the territory of former Roman
Pannonia, as well as in the burial mound of a Frankish princess from the first half of
the 6™ century, in the Hunnic-Bulgarian (Onogurian) burial mound at the Morskoj
Culek burial site on the lower Don River, or at the 27 half to late 5 century Gepid-
ic burial mound at Berehove in Transcarpathia®. In the Olbia assemblage and in the
finds from Morskoj Culek, the bracelets are paired, although from the same period,
in the predominantly male “princely” graves, gold bracelets with club-shaped ends
also occur singly. It should be pointed out that such finds are also known from the
Byzantine territory”, but for example one of the bracelets from Morskoj Culek bears
a Latin weight marking'°.

The “hoard” also contains two gold rings with rectangular bezels with spiral
ends and cloisonné decoration Fig.1:7,8 . Rings of this type are well known and doc-
umented for the European setting of the post-Hunnic period. Let us recall the finds
from the “princely” mound of Bakodpuzsta in the area between the Danube and the
Tisza, as well as from a set of female artefacts from Cluj-Someseni in Transylvania,
in the already mentioned grave at Berehove, the Alemannic burial site of Lorrach
in southern Germany, the Ficarola burial site in northern Italy, and finally the finds
from the northern Black Sea coast at Dzurga-Oba near Ker¢, Taman and Kuban''.
These analogies dating from the middle to the end of the 5™ century allow a more
precise dating of the Olbia assemblage, while the geographical extent of their distri-
bution, in my opinion, clearly indicates their origin in the Mediterranean region.

The Olbia set also includes a pair of circular twisted earrings strung with poly-
hedral beads, probably of Danubian origin'? Figs.1:5, 6. It also includes two earrings
with moon-shaped pendants, below which leaf-shaped pendants are suspended, all
again decorated in the cloisonné style Fig.1:2,3. Ornaments from the Italian hoard of
Reggio Emilia and the earrings from Varna'® are analogous to these jewels dating
from the second half of the 5% century to the first half of the 6t century'®. Anoth-
er pair of similar earrings also came from a burial chamber among forty graves near
Dzurga-Oba in eastern Crimea'®. The reverse side of the Olbia earrings is stroke-or-
namented, as in the central medallion of the Olbia necklace mentioned above. It is
likely that we are dealing with a set of ornaments made at the
same time as part of a single order in an unknown art work-
shop in the Mediterranean. The Olbia assemblage also in-
cludes a pointed pin with a hemispherical garnet head Fig.1:4,
the analogy for which is unknown to me. The Olbia “treasure”
chronologically falls into the post-Hunnic period of the second
half of the 5% century, i.e. like the famous Germanic “prince-
ly” finds of Bakodpuzsta (graves 1-2)'®, Cluj-Someseni'” and
Apahida'®. The ostentatious female jewellery set from Olbia
points to a Mediterranean, probably early Byzantine origin'®.

Buckle

The buckle, supposed to be from Olbia Fig.2:1, was purchased
from the antiquities dealer Nadelius in 1903 by the Imperi-
al Archaeological Commission, along with other artefacts
from the Hunnic period represented by a polyhedral ear-
ring in polychrome style and a buckle with a thickened cir-
cular loop and circular buckle-plate. It is currently housed

in the Hermitage?’. The buckle has an oval loop fitted with



an oval plate, and is decorated all over the surface in the cloisonné style — the Za-
seckaia V group?'. An important characteristic is the decoration of the loop made
up of small garnets in separate cells. This type of ornamentation is not common.
However, one can recall the typologically related buckles, the scabbard fitting

and the decorative appliqué from the aforementioned grave of Childeric in Tour-
nai Figs.3:8,9,12,14-18 22, buckles from Apahida — burial I Fig.3:10%%, and artefacts
from burial II Figs.3:3-6,11,13 %% and burial III from the same locality?°, as well as
the buckle from the Alamannic “princely” burial at Riidern Fig.3:2%°, and a buckle
from a similar recently discovered grave at Kranj-Lajh in northern Illyricum, Slove-
nia Fig.3:12’. The last-mentioned can be referred to a period no older than the turn
of the 5™ and 6™ centuries, according to the analogous shape of the tongue with

a basal shield?®. Analogous decoration of the edges is represented by the head-plate
and the foot of the brooch in the “Moda danubica” from the Desana hoard Fig. 3:7 27,
and the rim decoration of a paten from Gourdon in Burgundy Fig. 319 >°. All these
finds are dated to the second half to the end of the 5™ century or the first half of the
6™ century. In the older Hunnic period (second half to late 4™ — first half of the 5t
century), similar decoration of small garnets in separate cells was used on sword
handles from burials looted on 24 June 1904 at Ker¢ Fig.41°', and also in the case
of the central medallion of the phalera from the treasure from Szildgysomlyd/Sim-
leul-Silvaniei in Transylvania Fig. 4:2 >

Fig. 3: Artefacts from the post-Hunnic
period with decoration of the frame
made up of small garnets

Fig. 4: Artefacts from the Hunnic period
with decoration of the frame made up
of small garnets:

1) Kerg&, burial chamber 24. 6.1904

After Zaseckaja 1993, tab. 29,135

2) Simleul - Silvaniei, hoard Il

After Nagy 2007, tab. 20

Fig. 5: Belt buckle. Inv. no.1983-2,
The State Hermitage Museum, St.
Petersburg

Photo A. Lavrentyev

Buckles analogous to the Olbia one formed part of the
prestigious male “warrior” clothing of the second half of the
5th century, although they can sometimes also be found in
women’s clothing. These examples are representative of the
Mediterranean arts and crafts tradition and are often consid-
ered to be imports from Byzantium or, more generally, from
the Mediterranean®®. It cannot be ruled out that the buck-
le in question represents a part of the “central” art workshop
at Constantinople, as suggested by the production technology
used®*.

Necklace of Polyhedral beads

According to the dealers, the necklace made of polyhedral
metal beads decorated with inlaid semi-precious stones is

also of Olbian origin Fig.2:2°°, analogues of which can be
found in the central Danube region in Zmajevo, Apahida, Cluj-
Someseni®®, and in Crimea in the aforementioned Ker¢ burial
chambers destroyed on 24t June 19047,

Conclusion

In conclusion, it is necessary to emphasize once again that the

Olbian origin of all the above mentioned artefacts is based
on the claims of antiquities dealers only, whose interest was to increase the price of
their goods by linking it to the attractiveness of the site. However, as the finds from
Morskoj Culek near Tanais®® show, there is a link between the “princely” post-Hun-
nic finds in the steppe and older ancient centres. On the basis of the finds of these
prestigious artefacts it can then be stated with certainty that the early Byzantine
elite’s predilection for luxury objects with cloisonné decoration, widespread in Eu-
rope, was reflected in the regions of the northern Black Sea.
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represents a page presenting a belt. There are also other depictions
of pages offering a mantle fastened with a brooch or presenting

a pair of footwear and trousers. The central image shows a man
wearing a mantle fastened with a crossbow brooch, while his wife is
also present in the background (Dimitrov 1962, Atanasov 2007).

Itis interesting that there are small but noticeable differences
among the elements integrated in the structure of the 27 appliqués.
Thus, the set of accessories preserved its unitary aspect despite the
fact that the gold foil backing came from different ingots with
different gold content (Niculescu et al. 201, fig. 2).
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Bb&hner 1948; Béhner 1987, 421-433; Menghin 1983, 157-158; Menghin
1994/1995,176-191.

Chiflet 1655, 204; Kazanski - Périn 1988, fig. 2. A similar mount
was found in North Caucasus, at Zaragij in grave 118 (Naltchik,
Kabardino-Balkarian Republic, Russia), L'Or des princes
barbares 2000, 162-163.

Horedt-Protase 1972, 196.
Calligaro et al. 2008.
Bugoi et al. 2016, 404-405.

Many of the Greek or Roman adornments were filled with various
types of paste, a way to obtain and preserve the shape of rings and
beads. Within the scope of this paper, it is worth mentioning that on
three of the spherical elements at Apahida paste was used and the
same goes for the ring with a silver cameo from the Cluj-Someseni
hoard.

The similarities among such accessories (e.g. those in

Childeric’s grave at Tournai and those from Apahida) are not only
formal but also structural or technological as the same paste
recipe was apparently used (Arrhenius 1985, 84, 96-126).

Straume 1977. A more detailed study of the existing vessel fragments
may indicate this custom was more common than previously
believed - see also the princely grave at Zurdh, Moravia (Poulik
1995), where two of the vessels had also been probably repaired
(Sedldckovd 2016).

Chiflet 1655; Dumas 1975; B6hner 1981; Kazanski- Périn 1988; B6hme
1994; Périn - Kazanski 1996.

Horedt-Protase 1970; Horedt - Protase 1970a.

Nagy - Rotea 2010; Fritsch et al. 2010; Oantd-Marghitu (ed.) 2014b,
637-640; Ldzdrescu 2019, 96-99. For Floresti-Polus see also Alicu
(eds.) 2008; Rotea et al. 2008 (mainly 59-64); Ferencz et al. 2009;
L&zdrescu 2009; Opreanu et al. 2007, Opreanu et al. 2010;
Opreanu 2012.

Two earring pairs from Apahida, one in gold, from the Migration
Period (Crisan - Chirild - Bdrbulescu (eds.) 1992, 31) and one in silver,
with polyhedral terminals, from a grave inventory (Csalldny 1961,
222-223, pl. 207:6; Harhoiu 1998, 161, pl. 91:E), two solidi from
Theodosius Il discovered in Cluj and Cluj-Someseni (Crisan - Chirild -
Bdrbulescu (eds.) 1992,132, 362). For a more recent review on Apahida
area see Marcu-Cupcea 2014.

For the Somesul Mic Valley see Horedt 1956; Gdll et al. 2017.

An interesting situation was observed at Turda (Potaissa), ca. 30 km
south-southeast of Cluj, where a female burial was found within the
former castrum of the Fifth Macedonian Legion, in the area of the
Thermae. The grave goods were made of gold and silver, some also
inlaid with garnets. Among them was a buckle with decoration
apparently inspired by the borders of small hemispherical garnets
noticed on the accessories at Apahida or Tournai (Bdrbulescu 2008).
Moreover, if the artefacts dated to the 5t century from the
so-called Moigrad hoard (Sdlaj County, Romdnia) originate indeed
in the area, one cannot overlook the proximity to the former
Porolissum (further information on the Moigrad hoard in Fettich 1953,
161-170; Horedt 1977; Makkay 1989).

Hampel 1905, 1, 430, fig. 1242; 11, 50-51; 11, pl. 43:3; Csalldny 1961, 194,
pl. 216:6-6a; Harhoiu 1998, 87,187, pl. 95:C.

Neuerwebungen 1997 (1998), 761-763, fig. 29.

See Schmauder 2002, 1,145-149 (discussion), 348-349 (list);

I, 118 (map). Additional in the list: Hindman 2007, cat. no. 7, 56-59,
215; from the antiquities trade: TimeLine, 24 052016, Lot. No.

925 (https://www.sixbid-coin-archive.com/#/en/single/
130629647?text=garnet%20gold accessed on 28 012022).

Cabochons were used to mark the central area of the bezel, as
seen on one of the rings from Cluj-Someseni (fig. 20), or in groups of
two or three adjacent cells, as seen on two pieces from Crimea
(part of the Berthier-Delagarde collection - Andrdsi 2008,

cat. no. 12-13, pp. 38-39, 72; pl. 7) and on a ring of unknown

origin (Hindman 2007, 57).

Analogies for the pendants from Floresti-Polus see Ldzdrescu 2015,
95-96; Tica 2021. The belt buckle bordered with small hemispherical
garnets associated with the pendant - in the child grave

M. 12/2009 from Kranj-Lajh in Slovenia - is very interesting in
aspect. In my opinion, the context highlights the attractiveness of
the decoration using borders of small hemispherical garnets and
the intentions of its reproduction.

Getica 264.

Chapter 8: The Belt Buckle from Riidern

1
2

Cf. generally von Rummel 2007.

Actually, the Apahida-Riidern-Tournai group was worked out as
a chronological stage by Werner 1935, 30-34, who used it to
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24
25

describe the older section of his Group | (AD 450-480). Cf. Ament
1970, 62-65.

On the Childeric tomb, now Quast 2015, and on the dating ibid. 237.
Cf. also the contribution by P. Périn in this volume.

Christlein 1972, 262; Christlein 1978, 163-164 no. 299.

Arrhenius 1985, 101-113; B6hme 1994, 98-103; Kazanski 1994; von
Freeden 1995, 595-599; Quast 1999.

Schiek 1983, 52-53.

Modern colour illustration of the preserved finds in Fuchs (ed.) 1997,
152 fig. 148.

Engels 2007.

Paulus 1859.

Paulus 1859.

Paulus 1859; Christlein 1972; Engels 2007.
Schmauder 2002, 327-328 "list of finds”.
Quast 2015, 176, fig. 3.

Schmauder 2002, 250.

Wieczorek - Périn 2001, 161. See also the contribution by R. Oantd-
Marghitu in this volume.

von Carnap-Bornheim 1995. See also the contribution by M. Kazanski
in this volume.

Kiss 1991,119-120 with fig. 2. Critical to the find-spot, see Schmauder
2002, 250.

Dimitrijevié 1982/83, 50, fig. 8.

Calligaro - Périn 2018 (with further literature).

Schdhle 1956, 16-17.

Menzer’s expert opinion is reiterated in Schdhle 1956, 16-17.

| sincerely thank Susanne Greiff (University of Tiibingen), for her
assessment of the analyses from 1952.

Quast 2011.
Tihelka 1963; Wieczorek - Périn 2000, 166-168, no. 4.12.

Photo of the Ailenberg seen from the Neckar valley see Fuchs (ed.)
1997, 429 fig. 489.

Chapter 9: Early Byzantine Jewellery from Olbia
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Kazanski 1996, 324, 325; Kazanski 2011, 41-44; Jordanes, Getica,
ch. LIl

Kazanski-Mastykova 2016, 98,99, fig. 12.

Kaposina 1950, 107, fig. 49; Ross 1965, no. 166. pl. 79-82;
Kazanski-Mastykova 2014, 97, 98.

Arrhenius 1985,101, 102, 123.
Zaseckaia 2010, 137.
Kazanski- Périn 1988, 23, fig. 9.1-3.

Werner 1980. For the latest publications of the burials at Tournai and
Blucina: Quast 2015a, Tejral 2020.

Zaseckaia et al. 2007, 48-60.
Kazanski-Périn 1988, 23, fig. 9. 4.
Zaseckaia et al. 2007, 48, pl. V.q, b.

Kazanski 1996, 324, 325; Kazanski- Mastykova 2014, 97, 98, with
further bibliography.

Bierbrauer 1975,162-167; Kiss 1983, 111.

Bierbrauer 1975, Taf. 32,3, 33,7, 86,4, Baldini Lippolis - Pinar Gil 2010,
fig. 2.

Baldini Lippolis - Pinar Gil 2010.

Ermolin 2012, fig. 5.1, 2.

Kiss 1983,101, 104, figs. 4, 5.

Harhoiu 1998, 171, pls. 70, 71.

Harhoiu 1998, 157-161, pls. 58-69.

Kazanski-Mastykova 2014, 97, 98; Kazanski 2017, 72.

OAK 1903, 150, fig. 294; Kaposina 1950, 104-106, fig. 47; von
Carnap-Bornheim 1995.

Kazanski- Mastykova 2014, 97, 98; Kazanski 2017, 72.

Quast 2015b, pls. 9,10, 17, 18.

L’Or des princes barbares 2000, cat. no. 30.7.

L’Or des princes barbares 2000, cat. no. 29.3, 5, 4, 9,7, 10, 14.
L’Or des princes barbares 2000, cat. no. 31.

Steuer 1997, fig. 148.

Tica 2021,15]1, fig. 7.

Cf. Legoux et al. 2009, cat. no. 15, etc.

Aimone 2008, cat. no. IV.35b.
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Wood 2008, cat. no. IV.15.
Zaseckaia 1993, 62, cat. no. 130, 135.
Harhoiu 1998, pl. 66a, d, e; Nagy 2007, pl. 20.

Kazanski 1994, 138-143, figs. 1-4; B6hme 1994, 98-103;
Kazanski 1996, 325; Horvdth et al. 2009.

More in Arrhenius 1985, 100-113.
Romans and Barbarians 1976, cat. no. 157.

Kiss 1983, fig. 14.3, 6-8; L'Or des princes barbares 2000,
cat. no. 29.35, 36, 32.

Zaseckaia 1993, 55, 56, cat. no. 98, 98.
Zaseckaia et al. 2007, 48-60

Chapter 10: City of Carnium (Kranj) and one of the
Graves from the Kranj-Lajh Cemetery
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Its name comes in various forms: Carneola, patria Carnech/Carnich
and patria Carnium.

Ravennatis Anonymi, Cosmographia 4.21, 22, 37.

Sasel 1992, 728-732; Wolff 2000, 103-105; Stih 2001, 8; Knific - Lux 2010,
32; 2015, 29; Bratoz 2014, 387-391; Sagadin 2020a, 202.

Staab 1976.

Wolff 2000; Bratoz 2014, 387-395. Franc Kos lists all the geographical
terms with comments that can be found in the Cosmographia and
are related to the territory of present-day Slovenia and its
immediate neighborhood (Kos 1902, 221-229, no. 182).

Carnium is the only settlement in Carneola which can be identified
with certainty. Its location in Kranj should not be disputed, not only
because of the geographical indication in the Cosmographia but
also because of the linguistic equality of the ancient and modern
toponym, because of the archaeological remains dating back to
antiquity, and to the early and late Middle Ages, and because of
written records from the 11th century (Sasel 1992, 730, notes 1-3).

“Item in valle eiusdem patriae...” (Rav. Anon., Cosm. 4.22); see
BratoZ 2014, 388.

It seems that at the beginning of the 5% century, the defense
system was no longer defended. Some parts of the Claustra,
however, could be used for the defense of Italy at least in the first
half of the 5t century, possibly even later, until the 6t century
(e.g. Ciglenecki-Milavec 2009).

For Claustra see, e.g. Sasel - Petru 1971, Kusetic et al. 2014; Kos 2015;
2019; Ciglenecki 2016.

Sasel 1992, 714; Stih 2001, 8-9.

Sasel 1992, 733-734, 738; Bratoz 2014, 388-389.

Ciglenecki 1987,126-127; 2008, 489-490, 496-501, fig. 2.
Knific-Lux 2015.

Ciglenecki 1997,191-192; 1999a, 290-291; 1999b, 302; 2000, 120-121.
Stih 2001,10.

Slavko Ciglenecki mostly researched the late antique colonization
of the southeast Alpine area (e.g. 1999q; 1999b; 2000). See also
Milavec 2021. For hillfort settlements, see, e.g. Ciglenecki 1987; 1992;
1994; 2008; Ciglenecki et al. 2011, 273-287.

Sagadin 2008, 192. These are the communication routes which in the
northwestern part of Slovenia and partly in Austrian Carinthia and
Friuli reliably and by the shortest possible line through Upper
Carniola and Soca Valley enabled access across the Alpine world
to the Friulian Plain (Ciglenecki et al. 2011, 260, 262, fig. 5.1).

If we take into account the authors who believe that the prevalence
of Gothic monetary finds is a fairly reliable indicator of their
settlement (e.g. Kiss 1984; Demo 1994; Kos 2000) and consider other
archaeological finds that can be linked to their occupation or
rather control at the end of the 5t and first half of the 6t centuries,
then we get a fairly clear picture of their settlement in Dalmatia,
Noricum and Pannonia. This also shows that the northeastern
border of the Gothic-controlled area was represented by the River
Drava during its entire course, so that much of present-day
Austrian Carinthia fell under their direct control (Tica 2017, 352-353).

Sagadin 2008, 139-140, 176, 188-189; 2020a, 206-208.

For Aquileia-type brooches and their chronological classification,
see Bierbrauer 1975,102-104, 113.

Sagadin 2008, 142, fig. 29-30.

Sagadin 2008, 155, map 3; 2020aq, 208, fig. 4.

Knific - Lux 2015, 31.

Sagadin 2008, 145-146; Urankar - Bester 2014, 26-28, 37-39, 42;
Knific - Lux 2015, 31. There are no clear studies on the Late Antique
urbanism or uniform publications on settlement remains in Carnium.
Various data on settlement remains can be found in Maksimiljan
Sagadin‘s doctoral dissertation (2008), in various unpublished
reports on excavations in the old town of Kranj, or in short articles
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in the periodical Varstvo spomenikov (Journal for the Protection of
Monuments), issued by the Institute for the Protection of Cultural
Heritage of Slovenia. Reports and articles relating to settlement
excavations in Carnium are cited in Knific-Lux 2015, 31, notes

10-12 and partly in Bester 2021.

As an accidental find, a tremissis of Theoderic was also found in the
Kranj-Iskra cemetery (Demo 1994, 183, cat. no. 28). The cemetery of
Kranj-Iskra lies opposite Kranj-Lajh, on the other side of the River
Sava. In addition to a little less than 250 Early Medieval (Slavic)
graves, 30 Late Antique ones were also excavated at the cemetery.
In the Late Antique graves widespread finds predominated, such as
brooches with a shield-shaped base, earrings with polyhedral
terminals or double-sided combs. In addition to the stray tremissis
of Theoderic, the S-shaped brooch of the Schwechat-Pallersdorf
type stands out, probably found in a secondary position at the left
knee of the deceased in the otherwise destroyed grave 12 (for the
cemetery see Sagadin 1988; for the brooch see Milavec 2007,
344-345, pl. 3: 9).

Knific 1995, 23-32; Knific - Lux 2010, 31-32; 2015, 31. For the history of
research at the Kranj-Lajh cemetery, see Lux-Ravnik 2008; for the
history of research in the late 19t and early 20t centuries also Bras
Kernel 2002.

Stare 1980.

Tica 2017, 288-291; 356-364. Some other authors have also pointed
out errors in Stare‘s publication e.g. Béna 1981 - a review of

Stare‘s monograph; Knific 1995; Bras Kernel 2002; Milavec 2004; 2007.
In some recent publications, the authors, with the help of archival
material and old publications, have already started to use revised
data e.g. Bitenc-Knific 2001, 69, cat. no. 216, 77, cat. no. 245; Knific
2005, 334-337, 342, fig. 4: a; 9: 1, b; Milavec 2004, 38-39; 2007, 336,
notes 20, 22; 337, notes 48, 49, 51; 339, note 83; cat.no. 1, 2,6, 7, 11.
Zmave 1904; Smid 1907.

E.g. in Knific-Lux 2010; Tica 2021.

Podobnik 2016 (diploma thesis); Urek et al. 2016 (excavation report).

E.g. in Bitenc - Knific 2001; Zlata doba 2006; Vidrih-Perko 2013; Perko
2018.

Werner 1962, 125.

E.g. Vinski 1964,106-107; 1980; Ciglenecki 1999c; 2006, 108-109; Knific
2005, 331; Knific-Lux 2010, 32; 2015; 31; Bitenc - Knific 2008, 101;
Sagadin 2020b, 14, 16. Joachim Werner, who also writes about Kranj
in his monograph on the Langobards in Pannonia, points out that
this is not a Langobardian but a Langobardian-age cemetery. The
reason for this is that the cemetery shows mixed Germanic
elements because Carnium was occupied by Germanic military
units who brought their families with them (he mentions first the
Ostrogothic and then the Langobardian presence; he does not
mention the Alamannic and the Frankish presence). The burials of
the indigenous population that lived in the settlement and its
surrounding area played an important role since the beginning of
late antique Carnium (Werner 1962, 127).

Knific-Lux 2010, 29, 31, fig. 6; Urek et al. 2016, 231, fig. 122; Demo 2017,
89-91, fig. 6: 2 (Gepid siliqua from grave 266 according to Stare);
Tica 2021, 89, fig. 2.

Vinski 1980, 20; Knific 2005, 341, fig. 8: 31/3, 287/3; Urek et al. 2016,
231, fig. 121.

Bdna probably thought there was no information in

Stare‘s publication. At least for some of the graves from older
excavations we have this information (e.g. Zmavc and Smid
publications), as well as for unfortunately unpublished graves
excavated after 1982.

Bdna 1981, 297. Béna believes that in the first half of the cemetery
use, i.e. during the Gothic occupation, indigenous graves were
prevalent in Kranj-Lajh.

Werner hinted that the indigenous element in Kranj-Lajh needs to
be considered, and Vinski was the first to emphasize it in his studies.

According to Béna, the first Langobards came to Pannonia in

526 (after Theoderic‘s death), but at that time they took control of
the area only by occupying forts and crossings across the Danube
between Vindobona and the Csepel Island south of Budapest. The
majority of the Langobards are said to have come to Pannonia in
546/547, when they took control of present-day Burgenland in
Austria and the Transdanubia region of Hungary (Béna 1976, 31).

Bdna 1981, 297-299.

There were also 5 Ostrogoth coins among other finds from the
cemetery (Demo 1994, 38-39,183).

Bolta 1981, 31, pl. 2: 7-10.

Ciglenecki 1992, 47; Pirkmajer 1994, 56. For the brooch in grave no.
9 from Rifnik, see also Bierbrauer 2007, 112.

E.g. Harhoiu 1997, 60-62; Spier 2012, 185-186; Stanev 2012, 243-249.

Slabe 1975, pl. 10: 1-2. 49 graves were excavated in Ljubljana-Dravlje.
The largely destroyed cemetery is dated to the time of the
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Ostrogothic occupation, based on the finds and a considerable
number of deceased people with artificially deformed skulls (13).
An undiscovered settlement near the cemetery supposedly
belonged to foreigners, namely to the Germanic people -
Ostrogoths (Slabe 1975, 77-98; Tica 2017, 281-288, 308, 353).

In Frascaro near Alessandria in Piedmont, a Gothic settlement with
a cemetery from the end of the 5™ and the first half of the

6th centuries was partly explored between 1998 and 2007 see
Micheletto 2003; Bierbrauer 2007,106-113 (summarized and
commented on by Egle Michelletto), Giostra 2011, 9-12, Micheletto et
al. 2019. Neither the settlement nor the cemetery have been
completely excavated. Some parts extend beyond the area
intended for archaeological research. Until the publication of
Caterina Giostra, where she briefly provided basic information on
the excavations at Frescaro, 27 graves had been excavated.
Micheletto mentioned 17 of them in 2003, which is also summarized
by Brierbrauer. Neither the cemetery nor the settlement have yet
been fully published (after Giostra 2011, 9, note 3).

These graves can be connected in one way or another with the
Goths or related Germanic groups from the end of the 5t and the
first half of the 6t century. Bow brooches or crossbow brooches
were found in the graves and their location has been documented
as well. Sites: Rakov&ani near Prijedor, Pola, Miren in the Vipava
Valley (2 graves), Narona (2 graves) and Collegno (Tica 2017,
312-313).

Miletié 1970, pl. 2: 7. For an anthropological analysis of the skeleton
from a man’s grave no. 7, see Pilari¢ 1970. The deceased had an
artificially deformed skull.

Stare 1975,12-13, 17, pl. 1: 1-2; 3: 4-5.

Micheletto 2003, 700, 702, fig. 6-8; Bierbrauer 2007, 107, 109,

fig. 12:1-2.

A rich belt set, a purse, and a brooch of the Desana type were
found in grave 11 in Globasnitz (luenna) in Carinthia. According to
the wealth of finds the grave from Globasnitz represents an
exceptional find among the male graves attributed to the
Ostrogoths at the end of the 5t and in the first half of the

6t century (Glaser 2006, 94-96, fig. 6-8; 2008, 134, cat. no. 49-59).

For comparison, see, e.g. Menghin 1987; 2007 for individual
Germanic groups: the Gepids (Csalldny 1961; Béna-Nagy 2002; Cseh
et al. 2005); Langobards (Brogiolo - Chavarria Arnau 2007,

Béna -Horvdth 2009; Tejral et al. 2011; Brogiolo et al. 2017); the
Alamanni (Christlein 1991; Fuchs et al. 1998); the Franks (Wieczorek et
al. 1996; Peragallo 1997); Thuringians (Schmidt 1961; 1970; 1976);
Baiuvarii (Dannheimer-Dopsch 1988).

49 excavated graves (Slabe 1975).

| have classified it as one of the Western lllyrian sites, although it is
already located in the Vipava Valley, which belonged to the
Regio X Venetia et Histria. 9 excavated graves (Tratnik - Karo 2018).

11 excavated graves; graves built with tegulae
(Uglesic 1995; Buljevid 1999).

Micheletto 2003, 699-701; Bierbrauer 2007,107-109.
Pejrani Baricco et al. 2019.

The origin of such conclusions lies in a rather heated debate
between Agnes Salamon and Ldszlé Barkdczi on the one hand and
Eszter Vagé and Istvdn Bdéna on the other. Solomon and Barkdczi
cited the presence of combs in graves in Pannonian Late Antique
cemeteries from the late 4t and 5t centuries as one of the proofs
of the presence of barbarian federates in Pannonia (1971). After
their publication of a part of the cemetery from Csdkvdr in the 70s
of the last century, Béna in particular strongly opposed this and
attributed most of the tombs with combs to the indigenous
population (Vdgd - Béna 1976). Mdria Biré adopted Béna’s views and
since her publications are one of the few monographic
representations of Pannonian combs written in German and English,
the authors mainly summarize these works (e.g. 1994; 2000; 2002).

Early Roman combs made of organic materials were made from
a single piece of wood, horn, bone, or ivory.

And even there, the presence of foreigners/federates is to be
expected, as these are cemeteries along the Limes or at
strategically important points in the interior of Pannonia
(Tica 2018, map 2).

Tica 2018.

Ilkjeer 1989, 58-60. Combs from these sites are of different types,
small one-piece single-layer combs, composite single-layer combs
and composite triple-layer combs all with high arc-shaped handles.
The same types of combs appeared in some contemporary Danish
and south Swedish cemeteries. In the cemetery of
Molleg&rdsmarken on the Danish island of Fyn, for example,

46 triple-layer combs were unearthed (/lkjaer 1989, 59-60). Combs as
grave goods are also common in early Anglo-Saxon England

(e.g. Williams 2003, 101-119; Ashby 2014, 165-172). These examples
show that putting combs into graves was a common practice
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among the Germanic peoples in general, not just among the
eastern Germanic groups.

Bdna-Nagy 2002; Cseh et al. 2005.

Bdna - Horvdth 2009.

Schmidt 1970; 1976

E.g. Geisler 1998.

E.g. Roth - Theune 1995; Koch 2001.

E.g. Maselli Scoti 1989; Ahumada Silva et al. 1990.

Bolta 1981.

Cassiodorus, Variae 4.34.

Vinski 1980, 25; Knific 1995.

Stare 1980, fig. 16, pl. 2: 7-16; 3-6; Knific 1995, 38-39, fig. 16.

Werner 1962, 44. 75-78, 126, 169-171 (S-shaped brooches from the
Kranj-Lajh cemetery).

Stare 1980, pl. 26: 4.
E.g. Bierbrauer 1992, fig. 2-5; Martin 2014, fig. 2, 4.

Milavec 2004; 2007. 36 S-shaped brooches were found in the
Kranj-Lajh cemetery.

Milavec 2007, 339-340; Podobnik 2016, 41-44.

There are different types of brooches: circular brooches, circular
brooches with touching heads of birds of prey, bow brooches

with a straight foot, ,Thuringian” so-called brooches with bird
heads (Vogelkopffibeln) and so-called pincer brooches
(Zangenfibeln), square brooches, similar to belt straps with
tongue-shaped fittings on the scabbard, brooches in the shape of
birds of prey, etc. (see e.g. Vinski 1980, 20-21, colour pl. 3-4, 6; Knific
2005, 334-341; Knific-Lux 2010, 27; Podobnik 2016, 32-47; Urek et al.
2016, 227-231). Gold jewelry from the grave of the deceased,
discovered in 1898 (fig. 7), also points to clothing typical of West
Germans in the 6t century. The grave was studied by Helena Bras
Kernel (2002) in her diploma thesis. Stare classified the finds from
the grave as finds without grave data (Stare 1980, 77-78, pl. 114: 1-4,
7, 1), although the public was soon informed about the discovery of
the grave (Koblar 1898), and the finds from the grave were also
published in 1900 (Neumann 1900). See also Bitenc - Knific 2001, 69,
cat. no. 216; Knific 2005, 338, fig. é.

At that time, 92 new graves were excavated and 167 remains of
grave pits were documented. They were emptied at the end of the
19t and the beginning of the 20t centuries (Urek et al. 2016, 109).
These are mainly the remains of graves, which were explored by
Smid in 1905. In the southeastern part they came across the
remains of excavations carried out by Schulz and Zmave, and
partly by those excavated at the turn of the 19t and 20t centuries
by the then owner of the land TomaZz Pavslar (Lux - Ravnik 2008,
fig. 4; Urek et al. 2016, Attachment 25).

We cannot effectively use the finds from Smid’s graves. A simple
bronze oval belt buckle was found in grave 40 (Smid 1907, 64; Stare
1980, pl. 27: 60), in grave 60a only scattered bones were excavated,
most likely the remains of a previously excavated grave (Smid 1907,
64; Stare 1980, 56), and in a double grave (adult skull and skull and
scattered bones of a child) a double-sided comb was found (Smid
1907, 66; Stare 1980, pl. 35: 2). A 14 year old child was buried in grave
10/2009 with a comb at the skull, a collar with amber and glass
beads, above the belt lay a bronze brooch with a triangular head
and an elongated foot, decorated with dotted circles, a clay weight
at the right ankle, and three coins at the right knee and left tibia,
one from the middle of the Ist century, two from the 4t century
(Urek et al. 2016, 130-131, pl. 84: grave 10/2009; 85: grave 10/2009).
A similar brooch from a child’s grave 572 according to Stare (Schulz
- grave 44) was included by Timotej Knific among the Roman copies
of Germanic cast brooches (Knific 2005, 342, fig. 9: 1; see also Stare
1980, pl. 120: 3). Due to the presence of a comb in graves 572 and
10/2009, in addition to the fact that a small pot was placed at the
feet of the deceased in grave 572, | believe that in both cases the
deceased were not indigenous, but children of Barbaric (Germanic)
provenance (Tica 2017, 298-299).

As far as | know, an attempt at horizontal stratigraphy of the
cemetery did not yield tangible results.

The description of the grave is taken from Urek et al. 2016, 131-132,
pl. 86, 87: 7-9.

Probably excavated by Smid in 1905.
The pendant was published recently (Tica 2021).
Tica 2021, 155.

Interpreted as malachite (Perko 2018, 113, cat. no. 34) or Greek green
porphyry (Urek et al. 2016, 243).

E.g. Quast 1993, 54; Harhoiu 1997, 112-115; Schulze-Dérrlamm 2009,
91-94.

E.g. Bierbrauer 1975, 158-161; Quast 1996, 335-337; Eger et al. 2017, 221.
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Quast 1996, fig. 7 (map of the distribution of belt buckles with quartz
loops).

Quast 1993, 54.
Quast 1996, 340-341.

Oantd-Marghitu 2010, 223, cat. no. 40.c, 225, cat. no. 40.2; 2014, 159,
left fig. 160, right fig. 162, right fig. 164; Oantd-Marghitu-Nagy 2014,
617, cat. no. 167.1,, 621, cat. no. 167.2.1., 622, cat. no. 167.2.2.,167.2.3.,
623,167.2.4., 624, cat. no. 167.2.5., 625, cat. no. 162.2.7.,167.2.8.

Quast 2015,167-168, fig. 3, pl. 2:1; 6: 1, 7:1; 9; 10; 15: 3, 9,11, 12, 14, 19;
16; 17; 18; 20; 21.

Oantd-Marghitu 2010, 223, cat. no. 40.q, 223, cat. no. 40.b, 224, cat.
no. 40.1; 2014, 161, left fig.; Oantd-Marghitu-Nagy 2014, 622, cat. no.
167.2.2., 626, cat. no. 167.2.10., 627, 628, cat. no. 167.2.12.

See chapter 2 of Katefina Blazkovd, Jaroslav Jifik and Jana
Bezdkovd in this volume

Koch 2001, 65-66, code Y24, fig. 21: Y24; Slabe 2003, 85.

Fifteen garnets from the belt buckle were analyzed, six were
classified as type I, four as type II, and five as type Ill. Types | and
Il garnets are predominantly almandines; the most likely origin of
Type | garnets is Rajasthan in NW India; type Ill garnets are
attributed to sites in Sri Lanka and South India, but many also
originate from sites in East Africa and Madagascar; the precise
location of type Il garnets in India is still disputable, although the
authors propose it is identical with type Il garnets (Smit et al. 2014,
91, table 2; for garnet types, see also Calligaro et al. 2002).

Urek et al. 2016, 243-244, fig. 144-146.
Horvdth 2012, 210, fig. 2a; 4c.

E.g. on the mounts from Apahida (Oantd-Marghitu-Nagy 2014, 627,
628: cat. no.167.2.12.) or the pendants from Keszthely-Fenéki Street
(Mdller 2002, fig. 7).

E.g. on mounts from the Domagnano treasure trove (Kidd 1995,
fig. 31-33) or on a pair of bow brooches from a woman’s grave in
the cathedral in K&In (Doppelfeld - Pirling 1966, 31, 33; Doppelfeld
1980, pl. 15: 10q, 10b; 17: 10b).

Horvdth 2012, 210, note 5.
Tica 2017, 300.
Tica 2020, 194-195, map 2.

Vinski 1972-73,178-179, 187. Probably from the Germanic grave
comes a pair of silver gilded Thuringian so-called pincer brooches
(Zangenfibeln) with a rhomboid foot. Vinski published only one
brooch as a settlement find. Later, another identical brooch was
found in the Archaeological Museum in Split.and Frane Buskariol
found out that the brooches represent a pair and probably
originate from a grave (Buskariol 1988, 49, 61, fig. 1, 2, PiteSa 2009, 22,
no. 21, 22; 2014, 23, cat. no. 1a, 1b)

Of course, it should also be considered that both Alamannian and
Gepid finds cannot be fully linked to the time of Ostrogothic control
over Carnium. Alamannian finds in Western lllyricum have been
linked for decades with the Alamanni escape to the Ostrogoths
after they were defeated by the Franks at Tolbiac in 506 (Ljubljana-
Dravlje) (e.g. Slabe 1975, 60). They were also connected to the
alleged Frankish invasion of the south-eastern Alps during the
Gothic Wars (Kranj-Lajh) (e.g. Vinski 1980, 19, 21; Knific 2005, 337;
Sagadin 2016, 24). Finds from the Gepid area can also be linked to
the time of the Ostrogothic occupation of Carnium, and part of the
Gepids possibly moved to Italy with the Langobards at the latest
after the military defeat by the Langobards in 568.

| would like to thank Jaroslav Jifik, who convinced me to write this
text, Teja Sagadin, who translated most of the text, Kaja
Stemberger Flegar for translating part of the text on the belt
buckle, Blaz Kumer for all the help in making graphics and Primoz
Predan, who gave me time to write the article.

Chapter 11: Almandines from India

1

A single specimen has been classed as type llla, coming from Sri
Lanka. Abou El Nil-Calligaro 2020, 247-264.

Mulliez 1998, 815-830; Rolley 1998, 711-718.
Picard et al. 2012, 300, 304-305.

Several pieces of amber, under UV light, gave an opaque creamish
fluorescence, with a blue tinge, similar to Baltic amber. Raman
spectroscopy measures will confirm this hypothesis. Red coral and
Baltic amber are, since the Roman period, goods for Far Eastern
market trade (India...).

Whitlock 1921; https://www.naturalhistorymag.com/picks-from-the-
past/271575/how-diamonds-are-polished.

Whitlock 1921; Roux (ed.) 2000.

Chapter 12: Bohemian Garnet

Hanus 2019, Hanus - Hyrsl 2019. In: Hanus - Seluckd - Stéhrovd eds. 2019.
Hanus - Hyrsl 2019. In: Hanus - Seluckd - Stéhrovd eds. 2019.

Hanus 2019.

Vrdna 2008. In: Hanus 2019.

Hanus 2019.

E.g. Hanus 2013; Sykora 1952; Zahdlka 1884a, b, c and many others.

Krejc&i 1877; Zahdlka 1883; Zahdlka 1884 q, b, c; Sykora 1952; Buc¢kovd et
al. 1965 and others.

8 Malec1997.

9  Hanus-Hladky 2019a.

10 Malec 1997. In: Hanus et al. 2013.

1 Hanus-Hladky 2019a.

12 Strnad 1972.

18  Hanus-Hladky 2019b.

14 Hanus 2019, Hanus - Hladky 2019b.
15 Vrdna 2008.

16 Hanus-Hladky 2019b.

17 Hanus-Hladky 2019b.

18 Hanus-Hladky 2019b.

19 Hanus-Hyrsl 2019. In: Hanus - Seluckd - Stéhrovd eds. 2019.
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Chapter 13: The Era of Odoacer and Theoderic in Italy

1 The form of this ruler’s name varies widely in our sources. The most
important and trustworthy ones call him Odovacar (Cassiodorus),
Odoacer (Jordanes, Eugippius), Odoacar or Odoacer (Marcellinus
Comes), Odoacar or Odoachar (Anonymus Valesianus), and
Odoakros (Procopius). Consequently, there is no consensus among
modern scholars, either: some call him Odoacer (Amory, Halsall,
Treadgold), Elton and Martindale have Odovacer, and Heather calls
him Odovacar - incidentally, these two forms actually appear to be
closest to his original Germanic name, reconstructed by Schénfeld
1911,174-176 as *Aud(a)-wakrs. Odoaker is most often found in the
Czech bibliography (Bednaiikovd 2003; Ceska 2000), although
Ceska also mentions Odovakar (Ceska 2000, 240).

2 Anonymus Valesianus 8, 37 (superveniente Odovacre cum gente
Scirorum).

3 Jordanes, Romana 344 (Odoacer genere Rogus).
Marcellinus Comes, s. a. 476 (Odoacar rex Gothorum).

5 Jordanes, Getica 242 (Odoacer Torcilingorum rex). Van Nuffelen and
Van Hoof (2020, 333) identify these Thorcilingi as either Thuringians
or, possibly, a Turkic-speaking group under Hunnic rule. MacGeorge
2002, 286: “The boring truth is that this is, almost certainly, Jordanes’
misspelling of Thuringi”. On the other hand, Bednafikovd (2003, 312)
identifies the Thorcilingi (which she calls the Turcilings) as an East
Germanic tribe without further arguments.

6 Anonymus Valesianus 10, 45 (cuius pater Edico dictus).

7 Jordanes, Getica 277 (Scirorum reliquias... cum Edica et Hunuulfo
eorum primatibus). If Edica and Hunuulfus were leaders of the
Scirians, then this Hunuulfus could be identical with
Odoacer’s brother Onoulfus (Eugippius, Vita Severini 44, 4: fratrem
suum misit sum multis exercitibus Onoulfum). In any case, Schdnfeld
(7911, 144) reconstructed this name as Hunvulfus.

8 Priscus, Fragmenta 8. This Edekdn was clearly a Hun, see Maenchen-
Helfen 1973, 388, and ,,that a large number of sources would
completely fail to notice that the King of Italy was a Hun seems
incredible” (MacGeorge 2002, 284). To make matters more
complicated, about that time there was a leader of some Saxons in
Gaul, called Adovacrius (or Odovacrius), who made a deal with
Childeric (Gregory of Tours, II,18-19). This Adovacrius has been
“often, though almost certainly incorrectly, identified with Odoacer, the
future king of Italy” (Halsall 2007, 271). MacGeorge (2002, 105)
concurs: “It is hard to see how or why the same man would have been
leading Saxons in north-west Gaul”. Moreover, Odoacer is never
described as a Saxon in our sources.

9  Eugippius, Vita sancti Severini 7; quoted by Anonymus Valesianus 10,
46. When this happened is anyone’s guess: it could have been in the
450s, perhaps soon after the death of Attila (MacGeorge 2002, 287)
or in the 460s. In any case, Odoacer is described as a young man
(iuvenis) by Eugippius.

10 Procopius, Wars, V, 1, 6.

N O’Flynn 1983, 133.

12 Anonymus Valesianus 8, 38 (eo tempore quando Attila ad Italiam
venit se illi iunxit et eius notarius factus fuerat).

13  MacGeorge 2002, 276-277.
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O’Flynn 1983, 137.

Jones 1964, 244. More importantly, as Jones pointed out, these
federates were probably irregularly paid, which explains their
mutiny in 476. Elton (2018, 218) concurs: ,probably fed up with
irregular pay*“.

This is a difficult problem. According to Elton (2018, 219), Zeno
appointed Odovacer as patricius; Martindale 1980, 793 (“the title

s conferred by Zeno in 476/7"), but cf. Jones 1964, 245: “Zeno, so far as
we know, never appointed Odoacer patrician”. Halsall (2007, 281), too,
maintains that Zeno refused to grant Odoacer the title. Similarly,
we must ask whether Zeno, in 476 or at any later point, recognized
Odoacer as ruler of Italy. Elton (2018, 219) claims he did (in 476, “Zeno
recognized Odovacer”), but cf. Treadgold 1997,162: “Zeno had never
recognized Odoacer’s kingship in Italy.”

Elton 2018, 219.

Some of our sources make very clear that Odoacer used the title
king (Evagrius, Historia ecclesiastica, 1, 16; Cassiodorus,

Chronica, 476: ,nomenque regis Odovacar adsumpsit, cum tamen nec
purpura nec regalibus uteretur insignibus®).

Elton 2018, 220; Halsall 2007, 285; Bednarikovd 2003, 312. Steinacher
(2010, 340) believes this to have happened in 487.

See Jordanes, Getica, 79-81, for a complete genealogy of the Amali.
Most of the names are otherwise unknown. Cf. Van Nuffelen-Van
Hoof 2020, 259-261.

For the best modern account of these groups in the Balkans in the
470s, see Heather 1991, 272-293.

Heather 1996, 216.

The normal form is Theoderic, following the Latin form Theodericus
and the Greek Theuderichos; the original Gothic name should be
reconstructed as *biuda-reiks (Schénfeld 1911, 234).

Heather 1991, 308.

Anonymus Valesianus (11, 49) makes quite clear that Theoderic was
ordered to rule Italy until Zeno arrived there (si victus fuisset
Odoachar, pro merito laborum suorum loco eius, dum adveniret,
tantum praeregnaret).

Goffart 2006, 201; Kharalambieva 2010, 251.

This is the view of Heather (1996, 219). According to Elton (2018, 221),
Odoacer was starved into surrender.

Jordanes, Getica 295 and Romana 349.

Heather 1991, 308.

Halsall 2007, 288; Heather 1996, 220. Cf. Collins 2008, 127: “around
497",

Heather 1996, 221.

Dessau (ed.) 1892-1916, 827 (rex Theodericus, victor ac triumphator,
semper Augustus, bono rei publicae natus, custos libertatis et
propagator Romani nominis, domitor gentium).

Jones 1964, 242.

Humphries 2008, 529. Some prefer to call this king Gaiseric (e. g.
Halsall 2007) or even Genseric (Elton 2018). For these variants, see
Schénfeld 1911, 99-101.

Heather 1996, 231.

Procopius, Wars, I, 8, 11-13. Halsall (2007, 288) maintains that this
happened in 500.

Heather (1996, 236) maintained that “by the time they entered Italy,
the Ostrogoths probably numbered around 100,000 men, women
and children.” Elsewhere (1996, 164), Heather translates this number
into an army of c. 25,000-30,000 men, but cf. Heather 1991, 302:
“over 20,000 warriors” and Humphries 2008, 531: “as large as 25,000”.
On the other hand, Cristini (2021, 271) believes that Theoderic
“probably led only 40,000 Ostrogoths to Italy, that is, more or less
10,000 fighting men, and many died during the struggle against
Odoacer.”

Gesalic is the preferred form (e. g. Heather 1996 or Halsall 2007).
However, as the original form probably was *Gaisa-laiks (see
Schénfeld 1911,107), we should call this king Gesalech.

Cassiodorus, Variae, V, 43 and 44.

See Martindale 1980, 64, “Amalaricus”, and 510, “Gesalicus”; but cf.
Heather 1996, 232, who believes it happened probably in 513.

Steinacher 2010, 340.

Cassiodorus, Variae, 1V, 2 (damus tibi quidem equos, enses, clipeos et
reliqua instrumenta bellorum).

For example, Sarantis 2009, 20 who also believes that this happened
in 507. Cf. Martindale 1980, 946, “Rodulfus”.

Procopius, Wars, 6, 14. According to Schénfeld (1911, 193), the proper
form of his name should be ,Rodvulf“in any case.

Paulus Diaconus, Historia Langobardorum, 1, 20.
Merrills 2005, 128 (year 493).
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Sarantis (2009, 20) and Jarnut (1982, 20) are quite certain about this
date. Christie (1998, 22) says “probably c. 508”. Collins (2008, 128),
without discussion, offers the year 510; Bednafikovd (2003, 307)
even proposes the year 512.

See for example Sarantis 2010, 366. Cf. Steinacher (2010, 345) and
Wagner (1967,193-194), who are more cautious about such
identifications.

Jordanes, Getica, 24 (quibus non ante multos annos Ruduulf rex fuit,
qui contempto proprio regno ad Theoderici Gothorum regis gremio
convolavit).

Van Nuffelen and Van Hoof (2020, 232, n. 108) remind us that
Jordanes’ Rodvulf was a king of the “Ranii” or even of seven various
tribes including the Ranii, which are listed by Jordanes.
Nevertheless, Merrills (2005, 128) decided to merge these two
Rodvulfs (“Procopius refers to a king Rodolphuus of the Heruli, who
was killed in battle against the Lombards in 493, and who may have
enjoyed temporary sanctuary in previous years with Theoderic in
Moesia”), even though Jordanes’ Rodvulf “was king not many years
ago” (see above). A number of scholars decided to place this
Jordanes’ Rodvulf in Scandinavia, e.g. Goffart 1988, 95 (“the Dani
drove the Herules from their homes, and a tribal king, Roduulf
(Rodolph), preferred to emigrate to Gothic Italy”) or James 2014,

190 (“Jordanes claims that a Scandinavian king called Rodulf
emigrated to Italy to serve under Theodoric.”).

Elton 2018, 249.

Jordanes, Romana 356 and Getica 300-301; Marcellinus Comes,
505. See also Amory 1997, 397.

Heather 1996, 252. The year was 510, according to Elton (2018, 249).
Halsall 2007, 288.
Amory 1997, 449.

Alaric Il was king of the Visigoths in 484-507; Sigismund was king of
the Burgundians in 516-523; Herminifredus was king of the
Thuringians in 507/511 - ca. 532. See Van Nuffelen and Van Hoof
(2020, 361). A letter to Herminifredus, king of the Thuringians, is
preserved in Cassiodorus’ Variae (IV, 1).

Bjornlie 2013, 173. In addition, there are two curious letters of
Theoderic to the nations of the Warni (V, 1) and the Haesti (V, 2), who
lived near the Baltic Sea. In either case, the possible mutual trade
with a native commodity (locally produced swords and amber,
respectively) is the content of the letter. Neither letter addresses
anamed person.

Cf. Amory 1997, 453 (Sigeric), Martindale 1980, 1008 (Sigiricus), Halsall
2007, 302 (Sigistrix), and Heather 1996, 248 (Sergeric). Schdnfeld (1911,
206) plausibly reconstructed his name as *Sigisricus.

Gregory of Tours, Ill, 5.

Theoderic’s date of birth is unknown and various years have been
suggested (see Van Nuffelen - Van Hoof 2020, 347). The year 452 (or
453) seems plausible (Dolezal 2012, 231).

Jordanes (Getica 304) says barely 10 years old (vix decennis), while
Procopius (Wars, 1, 2, 1) asserts that he was 8 at the time.

Her name slightly varies in our sources (Amalasuentha,
Amalasuinta, Amalasuntha); Schénfeld (1971, 16) reconstructed it as
*Amala-swinba.

In 531, according to Kobylinski (2008, 531). In 534, according to
Collins (2008, 128). Between 531 and 534, according to Heather (1996,
262) and Halsall (2007, 284).

Halsall (2007, 303), Collins (2008, 116) and Van Dam (2008, 199) date
this event to 534, Heather (1996, 262) to 532 and 533.

Chapter 14: Childeric, Odoacer... and Bohemia?

Fischer - Lind 2015.

Brambilla 1870; Peroni 1967: Chiaravalle 1994; Arslan - Turchetti 2015;
Degani, M. 1959; Baldini- Pinar Gil 2010. See also Arslan 2005; Fischer
2014a.

Fischer 2014b; Fischer-Lind 2015.

Fischer-Lind 2015.

Fischer-Lind 2015.

Quast 2010; Quast 2015; Quast 2021; Fischer-Lind 2015.
Préttel 1988.

Téth 2010.

Bierbrauer 1975.

Kiss 1983; Tejral 1982; Prohdszka 2008; La Picardie 1986; Timpel 2001, all
with further literature.

Aimone 2010; Degani 1959.
See the chapter of Stanislav Dolezal in this volume.
Jifik- Vdvra- Kuchafik- Smolikovd (eds.) 2015.

14 Pinar Gil - Manzelli 2017, with further literature.

15 Militky 2013.

16  Pinar Gil - Manzelli 2017.

17 See chapters of T. Calligaro and R. Hanus in this volume.

18 Idem.

19 See Schmauder 2002, with further literature.

20 Possenti 2005.

21 See Schmauder 1999, with further literature.

22 Tica 2021. See also the separate chapter of the author in this book.
23 Bierbrauer 1975; Haas-Gebhard 2013.

Chapter 15: Discovery of a Magnificent Horse Harness
Pendant near Revnicov

1 Koreny et al. 2021 (in press).
2 E.g.in VoB1998.
3  Kmosek-Prdsil 2014.

Chapter 16: Finds in the Scandinavian Zoomorphic Style
from Revniéov and Dfevié

Stolpe - Arne 1927, 5-9.

Klevnds 2013, 4; Klevnds 2015, 15.

Arwidsson 1954, 15-21.

Bruce-Mitford 1978.

Fern - Dickinson - Webster (eds.) 2019.

Werner 1981, 244-252.

Oddy et al. 1983; Kristoffersen 2019.

Bemmann - Bemmann 1998.

Salin 1904, 234, fig. 527.

Haseloff 1974; Haseloff 1981; Hilberg 2009, 188-204, figs. 7.19-7.29.

For find from the province of Scania see Salin 1904, 238, fig. 535.
This style is mainly found in the Scandinavian region on broochess,
where animal figures are used to varying degrees in the decoration
of the jewellery, both in the Roman-derived border designs around
the edges of the decorative surfaces of the foot and head-plate,
and within the main decorative fields (cf., for example, the brooches
from Vestfold amt. in Norway Salin 1904, figs. 523 and 534). Another
characteristic feature is the symmetry of jewellery and decoration
along the horizontal axis (collectively Salin 1904, 214-245).

12 Salin 1904, 293-297.

13  E.g. Weetch 2014.

14 Salin 1904,192-195, fig. 465.

15 Svoboda 1965, pls. 79:10-11, 83:6-7, 88:1, 110:1.
16 Jifik- Vdvra- Kuchaf#ik- Smolikovd (eds.) 2015, fig. on page 161.
17 Svoboda 1965, 151.

18  Koreny 2012, 161-165, fig. 2.

19 Salin 1904, fig. 592.

20 Salin 1904, 246-247, figs. 542-544.

21 Salin 1904, 248-255, figs. 547-566.

22 Salin 1904, 270, figs. 595-599.

23 Bruce-Mitford 1978, 107-115.

24 Fern 2019, 208-232; Speake 2019, 232-247.
25 Salin 1904, 270-290, figs. 603-627.

26 Arwidsson 1942,121.

27 Olsén 1945, 94-95.

28 Arwidsson 1942, 115. It should be added, however, that this
decorative technique was known to jewellers from the north of the
continent as early as the end of the 2" century as shown by the
beautiful examples of clasps from the burial site in Gronéw and
Czarnowko, grave no. 400 (Schuster 2018, 113, figs. 50-51).

29 Olsén 1945, 79-89, figs. 47-64.

30 Olsén 1945, 89-102; for a more recent commentary on this motif, see
Speake 2019, 245.

31 Salin 1904, 304-304, figs. 646-650, 655, 662. One of the latest finds
of this type is a decorated sword hilt from grave no. 1in Trezzo sull’
Adda (Berndt 2020, 305, fig. 3).

32 Salin 1904, 309, pl. 665.
33 Arwidsson 1942, 54-59, pls. 20-21, figs. 46-48.
34 for a comparison see: Akhmedov 2007, figs. 6:1, 2, 3-7.

35 An example of this is the similar bosses from the halter known
from grave 1782 in Krefeld-Gellep (last published: Kazanski 2021, 347,
figs. 10, 12).
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Arwidsson 1954, 53-54, 129, tab. 14.

See the separate chapter by Charlotte Hedenstierna-Jonson and
John Ljungkvist.

See the separate chapter by Nada Profantovd.
Profantovd 2013.
See the separate chapter by Petr Charvat.

Chapter 17: Relief-decorated Horse Harness Pendant
from Revnicov
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27
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Bishop 1988, figs. 29-31, 43-48.
Godtowski 1995, 155, fig. 4: 3.
Werner 198], fig. 14c.

On the discovery, significance and decorative style of horse
harness and saddle fittings see Ndsman 2017,121-123, fig. on
page 106; Kristoffersen 2019.

Tomka 2008, 25, figs. on pages 14 and 21; Hegewisch (ed.) 2008,
316-317.

Hegewisch (ed.) 2008, 270-273, cat. no. 72/5-18, 19-22; Poulik 1995,
76-77, fig. 52a.

Oexle 1992, pl. 172.

Fern et al. 2019, 92-946, figs. 2.66, 2.71.
Arwidsson 1954,129, fig. 82.

Weetch 2014.

Speidel 2004, 165.

Béhner 1994, fig. 18:5.

Arwidsson 1942, 26-35, pl. 1-5, fig. 19-28.
Arwidsson 1954, 22-28, fig. 9-13, pl. 1-6.
Miks 2008, 11, fig. 18.

Born 2003.

Miks 2008.

Von Gall 1990, 39.

Fern et al. 2019, 70-85, fig. 2.46-2.57.
Stolpe -Arne 1927, pl. 41:1.

Schmidt 1961,156-7, 176, fig. 61.
Muiller-Wille 2006, 143, fig. 15.

Kazanski 2019,19-20, fig. 1.

Voght 2006.

Voght 2006, esp. distribution map on fig. 45.

Overlaet 1982, 191 and connected non-numbered photographic files;
cf. Vogt 2006, fig. 41.

Born 2003, fig. 6, 105, pl. 19.

Wahl et al. 2014.

Hegewisch (ed.) 2008, 375, cat. no. 186.
Barnes 2000, 69-73, fig. 7.

Kazanski 2013, 511-512, fig. 10:1.

Fern et al. 2019, 84-85.

latest e.g. Heizmann 2015.

Edda, Skdldskaparmal XLIV.

Edda, Skdldskaparmal XLVII-XLVIII.
Heimskringla, Ynglinga saga VII.
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Chapter 18: Elite Burials with Bohemian Garnets in
Sweden

1

Though the collections at the Swedish History Museum constitute
the bulk of the garnet material, there are a number of objects in the
collections of other museums, leaving an estimated number of
objects closer to 300.

Arrhenius 1971; Arrhenius 1985, 141; Andersson 1985, 122; Andersson 1995,
89-90.

Stolpe-Arne 1927, Arwidsson 1977, Arrhenius 1985, 185; Andersson 2017.
The project was funded by the German Federal Ministry of
Education and Research (BMBF), project no.: FKZ 01UO1313A.
(2014-2017). The results of the analyses have yet to be published but
are kindly provided by Susanne Greiff and Sonngard Hartmann at
the RGZM in Mainz.

Hilgner 2018, 303, and references cited within.

Quast-Schiissler 2000; Hilgner 2018.



7  Inthe unpublished reports on the results of the analyses, the
Bohemian type garnets were part of the objects denominated
ZKS_2014_0078-CS and ZKS_2015_0084-CS according to the
RGZM system.

8 Hildebrand - Hildebrand 1873; Stolpe - Arne 1927; Arwidsson 1942;
Arwidsson 1954; Arwidsson 1977.

9  Lamm 1962; Sten- Vretemark 1988.

10 Bratt 2008.

N Ljungkvist 2006, 44.

12 Bruce-Mitford 1978, fig. 72; Lamm 1962, fig. 3.
13 Stolpe-Arne 1927, pl. 4:1.

14 Arwidsson 1977, fig. 57.

15 Catalogue entry for inventory number SHM 27141, Swedish History
Museum, which it is possible to access online via https://mis.
historiska.se/mis/sok/sok.asp. See also Friberg-Johansson 1978;
Palm 2002.

16 Sten-Vretemark 1988.
17 E.g. Stolpe-Arne 1927, pls. 5:3, 6:5, 36:7.
18 E.g. Arwidsson 1954, fig. 34; 1977, fig. 108; pl. 7.

19 In the system of the RGZM, this particular object is denominated
ZKS_2015_0083-CS.

20 For an overview, please see Hilgner 2016, 3, and references cited
within.

21 Adams 2011; Hilgner 2018; Hamerow 2017; Hedenstierna-Jonson
etal. 2017.

22 Hamerow 2017, note 7; Hilgner 2018, 307.

Chapter 19: Samo Negucians

1 In summary Martindale 1992, 1109-1110; About the
Fredegar’s Chronicle, the main source about the life of Samo, see
recently Lake 2015.

2  Charvdt 2002; Charvdt 2007, 54-55; Wamser 2010; latest
Calligaro - Périn 2019, esp. pages 111-119; Drauschke 2019, 22, 27.

3 Charvdt 2002.

Hilgner 2016, 405, 412; for the burial in sarcophagus no. 49 in
Saint-Denis near Paris, see Périn et al. 2012, 10-111; Périn-Calligaro
2005,192.

5  Greiff 2015, 74-75: locality Louvres, Dép. Val d’Oise,France,
ca. AD 480-520, further Horb-Altheim, Germany, last 3" of the 5t
century.

6  Calligaro-Périn 2019, 117.

7  Koreny 2015, 225-227.

8  Militky et al. 2021,199, 206-207, 214, fig. 4.

9  Machdcek-Nedoma 2020; Machdcek-Nedoma et al. 2021.

10 Jelinkovd 2012, 9-15.

N Vich-Profantovd et al. 2021.

12 Fourlas 2019, 98-100, fig. 6.6.

18 Martynivka in Ukraine see Vich - Profantovd et al. 2021, 395-397, 406.

14 Tejral 2005,198, tab. 1, ,vorlangobardisch*; Miiller-Wille 2006,
131 fig. 4, map.

15 Drauschke 2019, 20, fig. 1:4, map.

16  Fourlas 2018, 120; Fourlas 2019; for the Germanic names in the
contemporary Byzantine inscriptions see Huttner 2018.

17 Middleton 2005, 343-344.

18 Kaiser 1980, 471.

19  Declercq-Verhulst 1991.

20 Pietri-Heijmans 2013, 497-508.

21 Kazanski1992.

22 1t half of the 7th Century AD, Kosnar 1994.
23 Nowakowski 2007.

24 Callmer 2015,13-15.

25 Middleton 2005, 341.

26 Tomkovd 1998, 99; also Kuna- Profantovd et al. 2005, 201.
27 Curta 2003, 288-289.

28 Adelson 1957, 114; Militky 2013, 68-69, 78-80.
29 Militky 2013, 68-69.

30 Adelson 1957, 116.

31 Militky 2009, 360; Militky 2013, 68-69, 78-80.
32 Adelson 1957,135-137.

33 Passera 2018, esp. pages 521-541.

34 Militky 2009, 358-359, 363; Militky 2013, 67.

35 Morrison 2003, 82-84; Morrison. In: Papadopoulou 2015, 208; Morrison
2016,195-197.

36 Morrison 2016, 198.
37 Kaiser 1980, 469-471.

38 Fragment of the cross of Saint Eligius: http:/medaillesetantiques.bnf.
fr/ws/catalogue/app/collection/record/ark: /12148 /c33gbd3p8 (Date
of view 17t February 2022).

Chapter 20: Trade and Relationships at the Turn of the
Epochs

1 Hildigis is known through the work Origo gentis langobardorum (7.5),
where he appears as an unsuccessful successor to the Lombard
throne. Due to adverse circumstances, he and 3,000 other
Lombards had to flee to the Slavs in 535, where he gained an
important social and military position. He is later known thanks to
his incursions led by the Slavs and Gepids into the Byzantine
Balkans and in 550 thanks to his incursion into Italy to help the
Ostrogothic king Totilo.

Pleinerova 2000; 2007.

Profantovd 2008, 619-644; 2015a, 97-16 with a map.

Kuna - Profantovd et al. 2005; Profantovd 2013, 149-182.

Profantova 2015b, 248-263, fig. 2, 3.

E.g. the burial site of LuCistoe in Crimea see Aibabin-Chajredinova
20089.

7 However, many of the brooches are finds without grave contexts.
The graves remain without anthropological identification, and some
are female, judging by the accessories, such as beads and
pendants (Jakobson 2009). The Antes are localized in the territory of
Ukraine. They are not an ethnically homogeneous group, although
they have been repeatedly associated with the Slavs.

E.g. Nagy 1998, pl. 102.

The brooches are partly unpublished; summary in Profantova 2015q,
97-116 with a picture.

10 Hajsman-Rezdé&-Sokol - Trnka 2019, fig. 97.

1 Curta 2009, 45-77.

12 Lutovsky 2016, 201-210.

13  Profantovd 2008b, 29-30, 215-232, figs. 3, 4.

14 About the treasure e.g. Radomérsky 1953, 109-127; Garam 2001 (in
later citation the ornaments were dismantled). The treasure can be
seen in Bratislava Castle or in the Nemzeti Museum in Budapest.

In Prague it was exhibited only in 1994 in the Ndprstek Museum.

15 Profantovd 2013, 149-182.

16  Klanica 2008, 109, figs. 91 and 92, object 132a is stratigraphically
later. This is the earliest discovery of donkey bones from the Early
Middle Ages.

17 Profantovd 2010, 203-270; figs. 12: 9,13: 2.

18  Profantovd 2010, fig. 26:7; the fittings are the same size 22x22 mm.
Research of J. Bldha.

19  Profantovd 2016, 65, fig. 3:1, 2.
20 Miller 2020, 69-99, fig. 6.
21 Kraskovskd 1972.

22 We would like to draw your attention only to the similar fittings from
Bulgaria - without location, and to similar fittings from Eastern
Europe, mainly Kovalevskaja 2000, 160, fig. 17:3. Another - a possible
model - was found in Palmyra as part of just a 4-piece belt set, Eger
2016,153-173, fig. 4:3.

23 It appeared on the web as www.lovecpokladu.cz in 2021, without
location.

24 Militky 2009, 357-393.

25 Profantovd 2015¢c, 74-82.

26 Makarova-Pletneva 2003, pl. 64:15 and pl. 20:43, 45.
27 Curta 202], figs. 40-41.

28 Itis thanks to D. Danécek that | can describe the buckle stored in
the Central Bohemian Museum in Roztoky u Prahy.

29 Garam 200], pl. 134 and also 59:8.

30 Garam 2001, pl. 59:4.

31 In 1897, the quarry IV R. Hartmann was opened.

32 Niederle 1918, 10, fig. VI; Profantovd 1992, 605-778.

33 Belinskij-Hdrke 2018 (eds), fig. 129:22,130:35, 131:42, pl. 18.

34 The interpretation was based on 8 vessels - mostly urns,
representing typical handmade ceramics, often decorated with
waves - and on the newly emergent cremation rite. Cf. Pleterski
2015, 227-248.

o O

35 This is where the problem with ornaments dating back to the entire
6th century arises - unless they come from a clear archaeological
context. Objects dating from the mid-6éth century and broadly
dated may be related to both the decline in settlement associated
with Germanic tribes, and to the property (e.g. spoils, or gifts) of
newly settled inhabitants. This possibility is indicated, for example,
by an imported circular vessel found in situ in a house in Bfezno
near Louny, or an unusual circular ornament/brooch from the 6t
century found in SvrZzno in DomaZlice, probably associated with
pottery tentatively dated to the 7t century. Cf. Pleinerova 2000;
Profantova 2008, 619-644.

36 Actually, there is no archaeological evidence for the slave trade in
Central Europe in this period, and the situation with historical
sources is no better. The reasoning was extrapolated from later
records of Slavic slaves in the Islamic Mediterranean, but even
these records do not make it possible to determine where - in Slavic
lands - the slaves came from.

37 Understanding the intensity of the more sophisticated use of
resources in the local landscape is, of course, strictly limited for the
Prague-type Pottery Culture. For example, considerations of local
cooperation and distribution of goods and services can only be
based on very indirect clues. The situation in Roztoky can be
interpreted, thanks to natural historical analyses, as indicating that
part of the population may have consumed grain, including millet,
from various sources, e.g. that it was imported to the settlement.
Kuna-Hajnalova et al. 2013, 59-147.

38 The Runic alphabet has been associated exclusively with Germanic
tribes so far. Machacek-Nedoma et al. 2021, 1-8, figs. 2, 3, 5.

39 On the data of Fredegar see Lutovsky - Profantovd 1995. Also the
Czech translation of Fredegar’s Chronicle (Fourth Book/
Continuation), 2020. Czech participation in the revolt against the
Avars is more hypothetical, but in the other battles it is more
evident also due to the geography of the conflicts.

40 Gandila 2018, pl. 15.

41  Pleterski 2015, 227-248. It may be an environmentally influenced
manifestation in a funeral ritual.

42 Spearheads from Bohemia are known only from the 2" half of the
8th century (Pluznd). A unique perforated spearhead comes from
the border of Bohemia and Moravia, which may be from the 7t or 1t
half of the 8t century. Vich-Profantovd et al. 2021, 383, fig. 12:4.

43 In this case, the burial of a one-eyed nobleman from Kunbdbony in
Hungary, previously associated directly with the ruler who
ascended the Avar throne in 431, is known. Today, this burial, albeit
with golden vessels, an imported amphora with wine and a golden
belt, is interpreted with more caution.

44  Lutovsky - Profantovd 1995. The approximate extent of the empire
depicted on the map can be found there.

45 If it wasn’t a corrupted title.
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