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Thomas Calligaro – Michel Kazanski – Patrick Périn

Historical Review

The burial of King Childeric I († 481–482), father of Clovis I (481–482/511), was ac-
cidentally discovered in Tournai (Belgium), near the church of Saint-Brice  Fig. 1 , in 
1653 during work on the foundations for a house by the canons  Fig. 2 . The gold ob-
jects and the large monetary treasure that accompanied the deceased were imme-
diately dispersed but soon afterwards partially recovered on the initiative of Arch-
duke Leopold-William, governor of the then Spanish Netherlands. He commissioned 
his personal physician, the scholar Jean-Jacques Chiflet of Besançon, to study and 
publish this extraordinary find. Thanks to the gold signet ring with a depiction of 
the royal bust and the inscription CHILDIRICI REGIS  Fig. 5 , Chiflet concluded that 
the deceased was King Childeric I, a historical figure cited in particular by Gregory 
of Tours in his Ten Books of History (Dix livres d’histoire)1. This is confirmed by the 
later emissions of Roman coins in the treasure bearing the name of the East Roman 
Emperor Zeno (476–491)  Fig. 4 .

In 1655, Jean-Jacques Chiflet published this archaeological find in a work en-
titled Anastasis Childerici I. Francorum regis, sive thesaurus sepulchralis Torna-
ci Nerviorum effossus, disseminated by the renowned publisher Plantin Moretus of 
Antwerp  Fig. 3 .

When Leopold-William left the Netherlands in 1656, these precious arte-
facts  Figs. 6–11 , together with the ‘francisca’, or throwing-axe  Fig. 12  and the royal 
spear  Fig. 13 , were taken to Vienna. After the death of Leopold-William in 1662, the 
Childeric Treasure became part of the Imperial Collections of 
Emperor Leopold I. In 1665, thanks to the arrangement by the 
Archbishop of Mainz Jean-Philippe de Schönborn, what was 
left of Childeric’s grave equipment was offered to Louis XIV as 
a “relic” of the First French Dynasty in return for his military 
assistance during a revolt by the Emperor’s subjects. The ob-
jects made their way to the Château Saint-Germain-en-Laye 
(now the National Museum of Archaeology (Musée d’Archéol-
ogie nationale) near Paris, where the court was then locat-
ed, and were subsequently stored in the Royal Collections at 
the Palais du Louvre in Paris. From there, after they had been 
saved from the French Revolution, they were transferred to 
the Medal Cabinet (Cabinet des Médailles) in the Imperial Li-
brary (Bibliothèque Impériale), and then to the Royal Library 
in the Rue de Richelieu in Paris.

Unfortunately, Childeric’s burial equipment was stolen in 
November 1831 along with many other precious objects and 
coins. The robbers, who included Fossard, known as ‘Bon-
net-Rouge’, a former convict, managed to melt down mas-
sive gold objects, including the king’s signet ring  Fig. 5 and 14 , 
the massive bracelet  Fig. 9  and the crossbow brooch  Fig. 8 , 
a sign of military and administrative dignity, perhaps giv-
en to Childeric for his help against the Visigoths and Saxons 
while fighting at the request of Syagrius, the last representa-
tive of Roman authority in Gaul. The corresponding seventeen 
gold bars were later retrieved. As for the gold objects inlaid 
with precious stones, the robbers had no time to remove them, 
and, surprised by a patrol while taking them to an accom-
plice’s house on the left bank of the Seine, they sank most of 
them in leather bags near the Pont-Marie bridge. In July 1832, 
all these bags, which contained, among other things, gold ob-
jects in the cloisonné style from Childeric’s grave  Fig. 15 and 16 , 
were recovered.

Fig. 1:  Tournai at the turn of the 5th 

and 6th century. Red dashed line: 
approximate delineation of the Late 
Antique castrum;
1.	 Bishop’s Episcopal complex with 

basilica
2 and 3: Extensive areas of intra-muros 

settlement in the 5th century
4.	Necropolis Cemetery in the Parc de 

l’Hôtel de Ville
5.	Funerary basilica of Saint-Piat; the 

church of Saint-Brice and the tomb of 
Childeric

Kindly provided Raymond Brulet

Fig. 2:  It was during the construction 
of this house by the canons of the 
neighbouring church of St. Brice that 
Childeric’s grave was discovered in 1653

Fig. 3:  Anastasis 1655. Cover of Jean-
Jacques Chiflet’s book (1655) 

Fig. 4:  Anastasis 1655, p. 252. Several 
gold coin solidi from the Childeric 
Treasure, including of Zeno (474–
491), which corresponds to the latest 
emission

Fig. 5:  Anastasis 1655, p. 96. Gold signet 
seal ring with Childeric’s emblem

Fig. 6:  Anastasis 1655, double page 
after p. 202. Sword and scramasax 
decorations in the cloisonné style, 
which Chiflet incorrectly attributed to 
the same weapon

Fig. 7:  Anastasis 1655, p. 226. Various 
gold objects in the cloisonné style, 
including zoomorphic finials of the 
purse (above)

Fig. 8:  Anastasis 1655, p. 182. Gold 
crossbow brooch from Childeric’s grave, 
misinterpreted by Chiflet as a stylus 
(gravoir)

Decoration of the Cloisonné-style Grave Goods 
from the Grave of King Childeric I († 481/482)
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With the exception of Abbé Cochet’s book, published in 18592, 19th-century schol-
ars showed little interest in these royal antiquities, unlike the scholarly community 
of the last century, which devoted a number of studies to the Childeric Treasure3.

Excavations carried out between 1983 and 1986 by Raymond Brulet (University 
of Louvain) in the vicinity of the church of Saint-Brice in Tournai have also shown 
that Childeric had a lavish burial and was interred beneath a large tumulus on the 
perimeter of which sacrificial horses were buried4  Fig. 17 .

The Merovingian Garnets Research Programme

Our programme of Merovingian garnets analysis, started in 1999 and initial-
ly limited to the Merovingian grave assemblages from the Basilica of Saint-Denis 
and to objects and costume accessories held at the Musée d’Archéologie nationale 
(MAN), soon expanded. It also included objects from other French museums and re-
cent excavations, as well as archaeological finds from Great Britain, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany and Romania. In this way, it was possible to analyse some 
5,000 garnets, which today constitute the most representative database in the field5.

From the beginning, we also expected to be able to analyse the garnets from ob-
jects considered as masterpieces of Merovingian art, especially those in the Cabinet 
des Médailles at the Bibliothèque Nationale de France. However, it turned out that 
these objects could not be transferred to the Research and Restoration Centre of the 
French Museums (Centre de Recherche et de Restauration des Musées de France., 
C2RMF) for various reasons. It was therefore necessary to await the development of 
portable analytical equipment (see below), so that these analyses could be carried 
out on site. This work was carried out by Thomas Calligaro, research engineer at 
C2RMF, with considerable support from Mathilde Avisseau and Inès Villela-Petit, cu-
rators of the Cabinet des Médailles, just before its long closure for renovation. In ad-
dition to Childeric’s Treasure, these analyses focused on the paten from Gourdon 
(Saône-et-Loire)  Fig. 18 , the fitting from Limons (Puy-de-Dôme)  Fig. 19 , and a frag-
ment of the cross of Saint Eligius (treasury of the basilica of Saint-Denis)  Fig. 20 .

Following on from this, and thanks to the interest in our research of Eric Blan-
chegorge, chief curator of the Musée des Beaux-Arts et d’Archéologie of Troyes, we 
were also able to analyse the garnets from the famous “Pouan Treasure” (Aube), dat-
ing from the same period as that of Childeric  Fig. 21 . The time allowed by both the 
museums concerned and the availability of the C2RMF analytical equipment did not 
permit us to analyse all the garnets (several hundred), but only some of them, which 
we considered representative.

Childeric’s Treasure

Of the cloisonné-style decorative objects among Childeric’s grave goods, the pom-
mel and hilt of the sword, as well as the mouthpiece of its scabbard survived, togeth-
er with one of the scramasax scabbard brackets and its chape, part of which is miss-
ing  Fig. 15 and 16 . The workmanship is of remarkable quality with cloisonné surfaces 
with wavy edges complemented on some of them by friezes of small hemispherical 
and rectangular garnets. Other cloisonné objects that have come down to us include: 
the sword pommel cap with half of a zoomorphic mount, a boss with polyhedral fac-
es, part of a scabbard-binding with a heart-shaped applique, a semicircular mount, 
a tongue with a rectangular base, and finally two bees of two different types (from 
a large number that cannot be estimated)  Fig. 37 .

The burial equipment of Childeric’s grave finds parallels in the “princely” graves 
of the second half of the 5th century, especially in Central European Barbaricum, 
where the deposition of precious objects accompanying the ruling elite was common. 
We are thinking in particular of the so-called “military leaders’” graves at Bluči-
na in southern Moravia6 and Apahida in Transylvania7. On the other hand, graves 
with similar burial equipment have been found in the territory of the Western Ro-
man Empire, which had been divided into several “barbarian” kingdoms, in fact Ro-
man-Germanic kingdoms. Examples are the graves of the wealthy warriors of Pouan 
in Champagne  Fig. 21 8, or in Ravenna9. Unfortunately, most of these graves are old 
finds whose exact contents are unknown. However, it can be established that these 
high-ranking figures, sometimes royal like Childeric, were buried with ceremonial 
weapons such as swords, scramasaxes, horse harnesses and rich costume accessories. 
To these should be added symbols of power, some in Germanic tradition, such as 
massive gold bracelets with expanded, buffer-shaped ends (Tournai, Blučina, Apa-
hida I, Pouan), and others in Roman tradition, such as crossbow brooches, perhaps 
imperial gifts reserved for high dignitaries of the Roman Empire (Tournai, Blučina, 
Apahida I), or even gold signet rings bearing names (Tournai, Apahida I, Pouan).

The quality of the cloisonné-style objects from Childeric’s tomb has long led 
scholars to speculate on their Byzantine 
origin. This point of view is elaborat-
ed in great detail by Birgit Arrhenius in 
her book on Merovingian cloisonné ob-
jects10. According to her, a large part of 
them represent the production of Byz-
antine, probably Constantinopolitan 
workshops, since “barbarian” cloisonné 
goldsmithing of the second half of the 
5th century probably did not reach such 

Fig. 9:  Anastasis 1655, p. 236. Various 
costume accessories in the cloisonné 
style, surrounding the bracelet in pure 
gold (weight about 300 g)
Coloured adaptation RGZM, author Ludwig 
Lindeschmit

Fig. 10:  Anastasis 1655, p. 141. Part of 
the golden bees in the cloisonné style 
(two types)

Fig. 11:  Anastasis 1655, p. 243. A crystal 
ball (5 cm in diameter), whose purpose 
is uncertain (sword bead, or end of 
a sceptre)

Fig. 12:  Anastasis 1655, 
p. 210 „francisque“ (throwing-axe)

Fig. 13:  Anastasis 1655, p. 218. 
Spearhead

Fig. 14:  Electrotype of Childeric’s signet 
seal-ring impression. Nantes, Dobrée 
Museum
Musée Dobrée. See Salaün et al., 2008, fig. 1, 
photo G. Salaün

Fig. 15:  Gold fittings on from the hilt 
and scabbard of Childeric’s sword in 
the cloisonné style. Medal Cabinet 
(Cabinet des Médailles) of the French 
National Library
Bibliothèque nationale de France

Fig. 16:  Gold fittings from the 
scabbard of Childeric’s scramasax 
in the cloisonné style. Medal Cabinet 
(Cabinet des Médailles) of the French 
National Library
Bibliothèque nationale de France
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a high level of craftsmanship, whether it was cutting garnets into plates or setting 
them into perfectly shaped cells of gold sheet (compartments or cloisons).

On the other hand, B. Arrhenius suggested the possible existence of peripheral 
satellite workshops that used the same style and identical, but inferior techniques, 
whether it was cutting garnets or mounting them on paste in less elaborate cells. 
In developing this idea, we have assumed the existence of comparable workshops 
in the western Mediterranean, perhaps in Ravenna or at the court of the Visigoth-
ic kings in Toulouse, as shown by the apparently local design of some of the objects 
worked according to the ‘Constantinopolitan’ technique. It cannot be ruled out that 
at least some of King Childeric’s objects came from workshops in the western Medi-
terranean, perhaps even from Ravenna11. It is possible, however, that Childeric, dur-
ing his eight-year exile in the barbarian kingdom of Thuringia in the 570s, acquired 
some of the fine cloisonné objects with which he was buried at Tournai, especially 
the scramasax with a form of decoration typical of central Europe on its scabbard. 

The Thuringians were effectively in direct contact with the Byzantine world and un-
doubtedly with its goldsmith workshops.

At all events, and subject to new discoveries, it is likely that it was the grave of 
Childeric, the westernmost of the royal or princely tombs of the second half of the 
5th century, that introduced the cloisonné style to Merovingian Gaul.

Geochemical Analysis of the Garnets from Childeric’s Treasure

As mentioned above, the garnets from Childeric’s Treasure were studied in-situ in 
the exhibition rooms of the Cabinet des Médailles of the French National Library. 
Their composition was determined directly, without touching or damaging them, by 
X-ray fluorescence (XRF) using specially adapted mobile equipment  Fig. 22 . These 
analyses were complemented by images taken with a portable digital microscope 
(Dyno-Lite with 10× to 100× magnification), which allowed us to measure the di-
mensions of the garnets and to locate inclusions and, if necessary, to examine the 
substrate. Given the limited time available for this measurement due to limited ac-
cess to the collections and equipment availability (four days), the study focused on 
93 garnets selected from the total, but which represented a significant sample of 
garnets used in the objects from the treasure.

As the analysis of the garnets from the previously studied collections was carried 
out by the PIXE method using the AGLAE particle accelerator at the C2RMF, which 
is an accurate and fast technique, the X-ray fluorescence (XRF) method used here 
with the mobile device deserves a more detailed comment12. This procedure was 
made possible by recent advances in methodology and the development of equip-
ment specifically designed for the study of cultural heritage. The instrument used 
(ELIO Bruker)13 was purchased by C2RMF shortly before this measurement and 
adapted to the chemical analysis of garnets. Although the XRF analysis is slight-
ly less efficient than the PIXE method, it allows the distinction of clearly Bohemian 
garnets (pyropes) (type V) from garnets from Portugal (type IV), India (types I and 
II) and Ceylon (type III). This is the core of the study, although it does not always al-
low the distinction between type I and II garnets, which are however scarce in the 
treasure. For details of the method and results, the reader is referred to a previous 
publication14.

The classification of the garnets into five types was made by comparing the 
chemical composition measured by XRF with the chemical composition previous-
ly measured for the assemblage of Merovingian artefacts (5,000 analyses) using 
statistical methods based on Artificial Intelligence (Machine Learning), in particu-
lar, classification using decision trees (Random Forest and Boosted Trees) using the 

Fig. 17:  The mound above 
Childeric’s grave, identified by the 
location of the two groups of sacrificed 
horses on its perimeter
See Brulet 1991, fig. 8

Fig. 18:  A The paten from Gourdon 
(Saône-et-Loire) accidentally 
discovered in 1845, with a gold chalice, 
both of small size. Approx. AD 500. 
Cabinet des Médailles de la Bnf
Bibliothèque nationale de France

Fig. 19:  Fitting from Limons (Puy-de-
Dôme) accidentally discovered around 
1850. Diameter 6.3 cm. 7th century. 
Cabinet des Médailles de la Bnf
Bibliothèque nationale de France

Fig. 20:  Fragment of the cross of St. 
Eligius. Basilica of Saint-Denis. Second 
quarter of the 7th century. Cabinet des 
Médailles Bnf
Bibliothèque nationale de France

Fig. 21:  Burial equipment from the 
“princely” tomb of Pouan (Aube) 
discovered in 1842. Late 5th century
Museum of Fine Arts and Archaeology, Troyes 
(Musée des Beaux-Art Arts et d’Archéologie 
de Troyes). Musées de Troyes

Fig. 23:  Childeric. Detail of the sword 
pommel (inv. no. 56.443a). Type 
III garnets and a plate foil with a square 
grid pattern
Photo T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 22:  In situ analysis of garnets 
from the Childeric's Treasure in the 
Cabinet des Médailles using a mobile 
XRF instrument
Photo T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 24:  Childeric. Scramasax scabbard chape (inv. no. 56.448), view 1. 
Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 25:  Childeric. Scramasax scabbard chape (inv. no. 56.448), view 2. 
Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 26:  Childeric. Scramasax scabbard chape (inv. no. 56.448), view 3. 
Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 27:  Childeric. Scramasax scabbard chape (inv. no. 56.448), view 4. 
Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF
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STATISTICA statistical processing software15. This method proved to be very effec-
tive and allowed the reclassification a posteriori of all the five types of garnets stud-
ied with a 98% success rate.

The garnets in the treasure have a remarkable cut and polish and have been in-
serted with exceptional care into the sometimes intricately-shaped gold cells  Fig. 23 . 
They have very few mineral inclusions. Among the 93 garnets analysed, there are 
61 type III pyraldines from Ceylon, 5 type II almandines from India and 27 type 
V pyropes from Bohemia  Table 1 . The latter are located on five elements at the bor-
der of the decoration  Figs. 24–37 : the scramasax scabbard mouthpiece 56.446, the 
sword scabbard mouthpiece, 56.447 the scramasax scabbard’s chape 56.448, the 
boss 56.451, and the mount 56.452. If we extrapolate these results to all the objects 
of the Childeric Treasure and hypothesise that the garnets that were not analysed 
are of the same type as those analysed according to their shape and arrangement, 
we obtain an even distribution: 409 Bohemian garnets (pyropes) to 434 Ceylon pyr-
aldine garnets. They are divided as follows: 224 hemispherical cabochons of type 
V together with 220 flat garnets of type III (item 56.446), 49 flat round and crescent 
garnets of type V together with 20 flat garnets of type III (item 56.447), 120 type 
V crescent cabochons together with 182 type III flat garnets (item 56.448), 10 type 
V flat crescent garnets together with 12 type III flat garnets (mount 56.452) and fi-
nally 6 type V flat square garnets (boss 56.451). The diameter of the pyropes for the 
hemispherical cabochons varies between 2 and 2.5 mm  Fig. 38 , and for the round 
and flat ones  Fig. 39  between 3 and 3.5 mm. A “paillon”, or gold foil imprinted with 
a square grid pattern of 4 squares per millimetre was observed under the gar-
nets  Fig. 40 , identical for all objects.

The parallel between these small pyropes and garnets from two early contexts 
previously studied is interesting: the bracelet cabochons from grave 123 of the Lou-
vres-en-Parisis cemetery (Seine-Saint-Denis)16 and those on the rim of the pecto-
ral of the grave of Apahida III in Romania17, where the small hemispherical garnets 
on the border of the loop, 3 and 2.4 mm in diameter, are of type V. The decoration 
of the sword scabbard from grave 159 of the Louvres-en-Parisis cemetery contains 
round and flat garnets of type V, but of larger diameter (4 mm)18. The reason for 
the use of pyropes on small bordering elements, indistinguishable from other gar-
nets, e. g. on the sword scabbard mouthpiece 56.447  Fig. 41 , raises questions. What 
they have in common is that they are all small (<4 mm), although they are not al-
ways rounded (see quadrilateral elements). It can be assumed that, since pyrope gar-
nets are always very small, they had to be supplemented with larger garnets of oth-
er provenance (type III) to create the central covering decoration. However, these 
could also have been used for the bordering decoration. The reason for the choice of 
Bohemian garnets remains an open question. In any case, it is now well documented 
that from at least the last third of the 5th century the Merovingian world knew and 
used Bohemian garnets, especially for the complementary decoration of the cloison-
né cover, which required larger gems.

Table 1:  Type and origin of the analysed garnets and their distribution in the treasure
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Childeric’s Hoard
upper cross-guard of the sword 56 443 482 7 7 ▲▲▲▲▲▲▲

sword pommel 56 443a dtto 6 6 ▲▲▲▲▲▲

lower cross-guard of the sword 56 445 dtto 9 9 ▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲

scramasax scabbard mouthpiece 56 446 dtto 18 14 4 ▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲ 
▲▲▲▲▲●●●●

sword scabbard mouthpiece 56 447 dtto 13 5 8 ▲▲▲▲▲●●●●●●●●

scramasax scabbard chape 56 448 dtto 18 13 5 ▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲ 
▲▲▲▲●●●●●

bee A 56 449 dtto 2 1 1 □▲
bee B (niello) 56 450 dtto 2 1 1 □▲
boss 56 451 dtto 6 6 ●●●●●●
mount 56 452 dtto 8 4 4 ▲▲▲▲●●●●
tongue 56 453 dtto 3 3 □□□
scabbard boss 56 454 dtto 1 1 ▲

Fig. 41:  Childeric. Type III and V garnets 
(inv. no. 56.447)
Photo T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 28:  Childeric. Scramasax scabbard mouthpiece 
(inv. no. 56.446), view 1. Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 29:  Childeric. Scramasax scabbard mouthpiece 
(inv. no. 56.446), view 2. Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 30: Childeric. Scramasax scabbard mouthpiece 
(inv. no. 56.446), view 3. Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 31: Childeric. Scramasax scabbard mouthpiece 
(inv. no. 56.446), view 4. Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 32:  Childeric. Mount (inv. no. 56.452); boss 
(inv. no. 56.454), element of scabbard scabbard binding (inv. no. 46.454); 
button boss (inv. no. 56.451); tongue (inv. no. 56.453). Measurement points 
and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 33:  Childeric. Sword scabbard mouthpiece 
(inv. no. 56.447). Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 34:  Childeric. Sword lower cross-guard (inv. no. 56.445). 
Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 35:  Childeric. Sword upper cross-guard (inv. no. 56.443). 
Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 36:  Childeric. Part of the sword pommel (inv. no. 56.443a). 
Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 37:  Childeric. Two elements in the form of bees (inv. no. 56.449, right, 
inv. no. 56.450, left). Measurement points and types of garnets
Photo A. Komenda, Bibliothèque nationale de France and T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 38:  Childeric. Cabochon, garnet 
type V (inv. no. 56.448)
Photo T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 39:  Childeric. Round and flat 
garnet type V (inv. no. 56.447)
Photo T. Calligaro, C2RMF

Fig. 40:  Childeric. Gold foil ‘paillon’ 
imprinted with a square grid pattern 
(inv. no. 56.443)
Photo T. Calligaro, C2RMF
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2	 Jiřík – Peša – Jenč 2008.

3	 In the case of the finds from Illerup-Ådal from the first half of the 3rd 
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the 5th century, consists of approximately 1000 objects deposited in 
one pit, which overlay earlier finds from the Roman period 
(Bemmann 1998).

5	 Dickinson – Fern – Webster 2019, 359–360.

6	 Dickinson – Fern – Webster 2019, 359–360.

7	 Fettich 1953.

8	 Tomka 1986, 467, 481.

9	 Szameit 1997, 239–243, pl. 4:3, 6–8, and 5:1–21

10	 Annals of Fulda (Ed. Bartoňková – Havlík – Masařík – Večerka 2002, 
107–108).

11	 Medrano Marqués 2001–2002, 283–285.

12	 Guest 2019, 331–332.

13	 Jiřík – Pinar Gil – Vávra 2019, 434, plate 8.

14	 E. g. Svoboda 1965; Limburský et al. 2010, Vávra et al. 2007; Vávra et al. 
2012, Doležal – Vávra 2015; Aspöck 2003, Klävnes 2013, Klävnes 2015a.

15	 Lau – Pieta 2017, 255–265.

16	 Řísuty – the discovery of a ceramic “foederate” jar from the first 
half of the 5th century comes from an inhumation grave. Stored in 
the Museum in Slaný (Svoboda 1965, 273).

17	 Pchery, no. 671 – pottery and glass beads from the middle third of 
the 5th century, preserved from the burial site, Museum Slaný 
(Svoboda 1965, 256).

18	 Stehelčeves – graves from the second half or the end of the 
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discovered here so far. These objects are proof of elites present in 
the hillfort during a period that left little evidence in the region.
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possible location of an Arian church (Droberjar 2005, 39–44; 
Motyková 2007, esp. 469).
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