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1 Summary

The total number of authorized operational buoys was calculated considering the large-scale purse seine
vessels only, with data from an International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF) report (Justel-
Rubio and Recio 2023, for ICCAT, IOTC and WCPFC vessels) and data from the IATTC website. This
method gives an estimated total maximum number of 237,870 operational buoys at each moment, which is
much higher than the last global estimate of DFADs deployments (81,000 to 121,000 deployments in 2013
estimated by Gershman, Nickson, and O’Toole 2015).

2 Data

Large-Scale Purse-Seine vessels (LSPS) having 335 m3 fish hold volume or greater were considered (Justel-
Rubio and Recio 2023). The number of LSPS vessels considered was based on the Table 5 in Justel-Rubio
and Recio (2023) (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Table 5 from Justel-Rubio and Recio (2023): Distribution of large-scale tropical purse seine
(≥ 335m3FHV ) tRFMO authorizations. Numbers in yellow represent the total number of vessels authorized
in the tRFMO (including both vessels authorized by that tRFMO only and vessels authorized also in other
tRFMOs).

IATTC: The limit on the number of operational buoys in the IATTC depends on the vessel class (IATTC
2021). For that reason, the calculation was performed using IATTC data. The vessel list was downloaded
from the following web page on March, the 14th 2023 : https://www.iattc.org/en-US/Management/Vessel-
register.

2.1 Calculation

tRFMOs limit the number of operational buoys to 300, 300 and 350 per vessels for the ICCAT (ICCAT
2022), IOTC (IOTC 2019) and WCPFC (WCPFC 2021) respectively.

2.2 Results
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Table 1: Limit, per tRFMO, of the number of operational buoys
when considering only the large-scale purse-seine vessels. Data
source: Justel-Rubio and Recio (2023) and IATTC data

tRFMO Limit on operational buoys
IATTC 62570
ICCAT 32400
IOTC 28800
WCPFC 114100
Total 237870
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