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Cammas collections (MNP)

  -Bonnoure, E., Boulbes, N., Guérin, C., Pernaud, J., Tavoso, A., Cammas, R., 2010. Le contexte géomorphologique et faunique de l´homme de Montmaurin (Haute-Garonne). Préhistoires Méditerranéennnes, 1, p.3-85. / Gaillard C. 1979. L'industrie lithique du Paléolithique inférieur et moyen de la grotte de Coupe-Gorge à Montmaurin (Haute-Garonne), thèse de doctorat de l'Université de Marseille, Laboratoire de Paléontologie humaine et de Préhistoire, 586 p. / Girard M., Renault-Miskovsky J. 1979. Analyse pollinique de la grotte de Coupe-Gorge à Montmaurin (Haute-Garonne), Bulletin de l'Association française pour l'Etude du Quaternaire, 4, p. 175-189. Montmaurin karstic system (Haute-Garonne, France) was explored early in the XXth century in the frame of quarrying activities. Several sites were thus excavated (Middle Pleistocene >> Holocene). A new project (dir. A. Vialet) is conducted since 2018 in order to date and understand the environmental and cultural context of occupations. New fieldworks are focused on the upper levels of Coupe-Gorge cave, especially layers from Unit 2, which were previously attributed by L. Méroc to Upper Paleolithic (Chatelperronian, Aurignacian at the basis & Magdalenian on the top) with possible perturbations.

►►

  Cold & dry continental climate ►Mixed occupations by both Humans and Carnivores in several layers ► Upper Pleistocene = MIS 3? (59-27 ka) ► Possible ancient Homo sapiens humerus (DNA preliminary results from coprolites* & sediment**) ► Mostly reindeers, foxes and bears ► Consistency between old and new excavations ► Low impact of carnivores (even if present) & human actions ► ≠ spatial location of carnivores species and burnt bones (hearths) within the site; presence of coprolites (Crocuta) and deciduous teeth = occupations by carnivores Layer 2.4 Maybe an ancient Homo sapiens left humerus, but falls within the variation of Neanderthals and Homo heidelbergensis ► Carnivores traces (on fresh bone)