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Kambaata is a language with a lot inflection but no uninflectability
No lexical uninflectability

No constructional uninflectability

Systematic syncretism between individual cells in a paradigm
Only 1 defective verb

Some (unexciting) uninflecting word classes




1. Introduction

GENERAL NOTES ON KAMBAATA’S INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY

R




Basic characteristics of Kambaata’s morphology

* (Almost exclusively) suffixing
 Agglutinating-fusional with many portmanteau morphemes

 Bound roots
* nouns are minimally marked for case and gender

* verbs are minimally subject-indexed

» Morphological stress
 Every word has one prominent syllable

 Roots and derivational morphology are not specified for stress

» Stress is introduced by inflectional morphology: inflection is minimally realized by a
suprafix, but usually by segmental suffix + suprafix

« Many systematic minimal stress pairs (grammatical minimal pairs!)



Minimal triplet

* ang-a-nne (hand-F.NOM-1PL.POSS) ‘our hands’ vs.
ang-a-nne (hand-F.ACC-1PL.POSS) ‘our hands’ vs.
ang-a-nné (hand-F.GEN-1PL.POSS) ‘of our hands’

* Feminine declension Fla:
-a (F.NOM) Vvs. -a (F.ACC) Vs. -a” (F.GEN)




Inflecting word classes

« Nouns (~ 20 declensions/inflection  \Verbs
classes) * Subject-indexing

« 2 genders: masculine vs. feminine  Aspect (imperfective, perfective,

* 9 cases: accusative [= citational], nominative, progres-swcne, p(_erfec_t) _
genitive, dative, ablative, locative, * Mood (indicative, imperative,
instrumental, oblique/vocative, predicative Jussive/benedictive, apprehensive)

o * Polarity
* Adjectives - Dependency status (main verb vs.
« 2 genders: masculine vs. feminine converb vs. relative verb)
« 3 cases: accusative, nominative, oblique  Negative relative verbs index their

subjects and agree with their head
nouns in case and gender

* Pronouns ...
* person, number, gender, honorificity, case

* agreement with the head noun



Almost everything inflects

(1)  Aador-a tl-t tig-unta
rock-M.Acc  touch-2sG.pFv.cVB tumble down-3M.PURP.DS

aabb-a, eeb-bokkoont reh-tita
son-M.OBL bring-2sG.APPR death-F.ACC

‘(Watch out!) When you touch the rocks and cause a landslide, (my) son, you might bring
death!”

(Genre: gaanguita ‘double entendre’ with alliteration and rhyme, Alemu Banta, pers. comm., 2019;
unusual word order due to the artistic genre)




No uninflectability? Did | look hard enough?

Nouns:

* Proper nouns

« Loanwords

* Loan proper nouns

» Letters

* Acronyms etc.

... are perfectly integrated into the case/gender system




Nouns

 The final vowel of borrowed common nouns is interpreted as an ACCUSATIVE or VOCATIVE suffix, e.g.
* (Ital. >) Amh. b%amb%“a ‘water pipe’ > Ktb. boomb-a (M.Acc) and hence boomb-i (M.GEN), boomb-iin (M.ICP) etc.

* (Fr. >) Amh. biro ‘office’ > Ktb. biir-o (F.voc) > backformation: biir-Gta (F.AcC)
« Amh. balage[:] ‘ill-mannered person’ > Ktb. baalag-ée (F.voc) > backformation: baalag-éeta (F.Acc)

Consonant-ending borrowed common nouns receive a DEFAULT ACCUSATIVE ending -a*, e.g.

« Amh. hakim ‘doctor’ > Ktb. haakiim-a (M.Acc), haakiim-i (M.GEN) as in haakiim-i min-i ‘hospital (lit. doctor’s
house)’

Consonant-ending borrowed proper nouns are interpreted as NOMINATIVE, reason: nominative of one of the
proper nouns declensions ends in C on the surface (underlying unaccented suffix -i)

* e.g. <Yvonne> /i'von/
Ibon (F.NOM) > backformation: Ibon-€é (F.ACC) > Ibon-ée (F.DAT), Ibon-éechch (F.ABL), Ibon-éen (F.ICP) etc.

*ending of the largest masculine declension



Verbs

* Loan verbs from Amharic (templatic morphology!) always take Kambaata
Inflection

* Perfective stem of Amharic verbs is interpreted as the base
* e.0. Amh. azzéza order\rFv.3M > Kth. azzaz-aamm order-1SG.IPFV ‘I order’

* Loan verbs also undergo the regular morphophonological rules, e.g. gemination and
palatalisation in the perfective

* e.g. azzaz- ‘order’ > azzazhzho /az:a3.0/ order.3M.PFV ‘he ordered’

* No uninflectable verbs in Kambaata



2. Uninflectedness

UNINFLECTING WORD CLASSES: INTERJECTIONS, IDEOPHONES ...
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Uninflecting word classes

« Some discourse particles

» 2 conjunctions: té ‘or’ and bagaan ‘but’

* A handful of adverbs: léelan ‘carefully, slowly’, dango ‘unexpectedly’ ...
* Interjections

(2)  Hashshi, géon-ch-u-ta, abb-ishsh galaxx-aan-ke.
yay.INTJ] males-SGV-F.PRED-F.COP2 exceed-CAUS1.1SG.PFV.CVB  thank-1SG.IPFV-2sG.0OBJ
Y-itoonti=r-a gu’mm-canka ekkii!

say-2SG.PFV.REL=NMZ4-M.ACC all-M.ACC<EMP> okay.INTJ

“Yay, you are a hero! I thank you very much. Okay to all what you said.” (SMS exchange 2019, BN)



Uninflecting word classes (I1)

* ldeophones (~ 850 entries in Alemu 2016):

» morphologically invariant + must be combined with y- ‘say’ (intransitive clauses) and
a’- ‘do’ (transitive clauses) to be inflected

(3) miklk.mill=y-itu nnaachch cimm=y-it
budge.IDEO=say-3F.NEG4.CVB shrink.IDEO=say-3F.PFV.CVB

afu’'ll-it, ill-i-se al-i, muggeenn-d,
sit down-3F.PFV.CVB eye-F.ACC-3F.POSS Up-M.ACC down-M.ACC

gur-ata,  makk-ita bolong~bolong=at-taa’,
left-F.Acc right-F.ACC  RED~move one’s eyes.IDEO=DO-3F.IPFV

tah-ichch-u waal-ano=g-a cug-gan.
flies-SGV-M.NOM  come-3F.IPFV.REL=SIM-M.ACC lie in ambush-3F.PFv.cvB

(Speaking about a chameleon:) ‘It (lit. she) sat (there) stock-still, shrunk, (and only) moved its eyes up,
down, to the left, to the right, (while) lying in ambush for a fly.” (TD2016-02-11 001)



Uninflecting word classes (lll)

* ldeophones are not used isolation — except sometimes in artistic speech: riddles,
poetry

(4) Cuph-a dubb, can-da wigqq
pestle-M.Acc pound.IDEO  leather bag-m.Acc tie tightly.IDEO

(Riddle) ‘A pestle —to pound, a leather bag (filled with air) —to tie up.” (Desalegn 2020: 111; transcription,
glossing and translation adapted; solution of the riddle unknown)




Uninflecting word classes (1V)

* ldeophones (+ y- ‘say’/a’- ‘do’) are syntactically indistinguishable from verbs

* Verbal concepts are arbitrarily distributed across the word classes of verbs (2/3)
and ideophones (1/3 of the verbal lexicon)

 One could, therefore, analyse ideophones as uninflectable verbs (cf. Treis
submitted)

(5)  burr=y- ‘fly’ (IDEO) vs. dagud- ‘run’ (VERB)
cal~cal=y- ‘hang (v1) freely’ (IDEO) vs. olaal- ‘hang (vi1) freely; lean (e.g. of a tree about to fall)’ (VERB)
dakk=a’- “hide, conceal (sth.)’ (IDEO) vs. maax- ‘hide, conceal (sth.)” (VERB)
x0qq=y- ‘rise, get up’ (IDEO) vs. uurr- ‘stand (up); stop” or ke - ‘rise, get up; start’ (VERB)



3. Defectiveness

DEFECTIVE EXISTENTIAL VERB
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Overview of Kambaata verbal pardigms

See Treis (forthc.) on
affirmative-negative syncretism

Main verbs

Subordinate verbs

Indicative

Imperfective

Negative imperfective

Perfective

Perfect

Progressive

Negative non-imperfective

Directive

Imperative

Negative imperative

Jussive

Benedictive

Negative jussive

Relative

hensive
Imperfective

Perfective

Perfect

Progressive

Negative relative

Converb

Perfective(-Ds)

Imperfective(-Ds)

Negative converb

ss Purposive

Ds Purposive

Non-finite

Verbal noun




Defective verb: yoo- ‘exist’

yoo- ‘exist’
18G=1PL | yoo-m(m)
258G yvoo-nt
3M = 3F/PL | yoo-( 'u)
3HON yoo-mma
2PL/HON | yoo-nta

NB: bracketed elements are not always realized

Morphological structure of existential main verb

Inflection
Stem -Subject ) (ikke)
Yyoo- index (slot 2) (-Object) PST

Morphological structure of, e.g., jussive main verb

‘ Stem

Inflection

| Root  (-Derivation)

-Subject

index (slot 1) < mood

< .
¢ -Jussive (-Object)

Morphological structure of (affirmative) indicative main verb

Inflectiqn

Stem -Subject . -Subject . (tkke)
Root | (-Derivation) || index (slot 1) ¢ ~Aspect ¢ index (slot 2) (-Object) PST




Defective verb: yoo- ‘exist’

yoo- ‘exist’
18G=1PL | yoo-m(m)
258G yoo-nt
3M = 3F/PL | vdo-( 'u)
JHON yoo-mma
2PL/HON | yoo-nta

- Existential: aspectually neutral

 One a single paradigm

« If overt marking of aspect or mood is needed: use of fully inflecting substitute verb &e’- ‘live’

Morphological structure of existential main verb

Inflection
Stem -Subject ) (ikke)
Yyoo- index (slot 2) (-Object) PST




Defective verb: yoo- ‘exist’

* Aspectually unmarked yoo- ‘exist’

(6) esaa mat-u sharb-u yoo-"e
1sG.DAT one-M.NOM  scarf-M.NOM exist.3-15G.OBJ

‘I have one scart.’

* Perfect aspect (in irrealis conditional clause) > only possible with Ae’- ‘live’

(7)  (..) esaa mdi-u shcrb-u hé’-ee-"e ikkeeraan (...)
1SG.DAT one-M.NOM  scarf-M.NOM live-3M.PRF-18G.OBJ] IRR

‘If I had one scarf, ....” (Samnt-Exupéry 2018)



4. Systematic syncretism




ypes of syncretism

* Case syncretism
» most systematic: locative = instrumental for feminine nouns

« certain syncretic patterns restricted to individual declensions: oblique = predicative,
genitive = dative, accusative = genitive, rarest: accusative = nominative

* Neutralisation of aspectual and modal distinctions
In the negation

* Syncretism in the subject-indexing system
* 9 independent pronouns
« 7 forms in most main verbs
« 5 forms in subordinate verbs

PERSONAL
PRONOUNS

INDICATIVE
MAIN VERB

CONVERB

185G

1sG

M

3M

1sG=3M

285G

258G

3F

3PL

3F=3PL

28G=3F=3PL

3HON

2HON

2PL

3HON

2PL=2HON

3HON

2PL=2HON




Perfect-perfective syncretism

* Perfect(ive) paradigms (excerpt; 3HON, 1PL AND 2PL not given)

mar- ‘go’

mass- ‘send’

marr-oomm

mass-eenmin

mar-toont

mass-itoont

mdrr-o

mass-ée’u

mar-too 'u

mass-itoo u

mar- *go’

mass- ‘send”’

mdrr-eemm

mass-éemim

mer-teent

mass-iteent

mdrr-ee’u

mass-ee’u

Endings of the perfective
lsg | afterC (PAL/GEM) -6omim)
after CC -éem(m)
25G -toont
3m | afterC (PAL/GEM) -0
after CC -ée( 'u)
3F/PL -too( 'u)
Endings of the perfect
lsg | afterC (PAL/GEM) "—eem(m)
after CC -éemim)
25G -teent
3m | after C (PAL/GEM) -ee(u)
after CC -ée( ')
3F/PL -tee('u)

mar-tee 'u

mass-itee 'u




Perfect-perfective syncretism

* Perfect(ive) paradigms (excerpt; 3HON, 1PL AND 2PL not given)

mar- ‘go’

mass- ‘send’ |

marr-oomm

mar-toort

| Mass-éemm I

mass-itoont

marr-o

mass-ée’u

mar-too 'u

mass-itoo '

mar- ‘go’

mass- ‘send’ |

mdrr-eemm

mar-teent

| mass-eemm I

mass-iteent

marr-ee’u

mass-ée’u

Endings of the perfective
Isg | afterC (PAL/GEM)  -dom(m)
after CC -éem(m)
25G -toont
3m | after C (PAL/GEM) -0
after CC -éel 'u)
3F/PL -too( 'u)
Endings of the perfect
1sg | after C (PAL/GEM) —eem(m)
after CC -éem(m)
25G -teent
Im after C (PAL/GEM) —eef ')
after CC -ée( 'u)
3F/PL “tee('u)

mar-tee

mass-itee u

The two most common forms of the
perfective and perfect are
Indistinguishable

‘I sent’ = ‘I have sent’
‘he sent’ = ‘he has sent’



Perfect-perfective syncretism

* The distinction between the perfect and the perfective (re-)emerges in the
relative forms

* Relative suprafix in the perfective (but not the perfect) that overrides the stress
pattern of the perfective

(8)  mass-cemm/i/
send-1SG.PRE/PEV

‘I have sent / I sent’ [Perfect = Perfective]

(9)  mass-cemmi N s mass-eemiii N
send-138G.PRF.REL send-18G.PFV.REL
“the N which I have sent’ ‘the N which I sent’



Perfect-perfective syncretism

* The distinction between the perfect and perfective (re-)emerges in relative verb
forms with objects

(10) mass-ée u
send-3M.PRF/PFV

‘He has sent / he sent’” [Perfect = Perfective]

(11) mass-ce N
send-3M.PRF/PFV.REL

‘the N which he has sent / he sent’ [Perfect = Perfective]

(12) mass-ce-'e N Vs. mass-ee- ¢ N
send-3M.PRF.REL-15G.0OBJ send-3M.PFV.REL-1SG.OBJ
‘the N which he has sent for me’ ‘the N which he sent for me’
[Perfect] # [Perfective]



6. Summary




Summary

* No lexical or constructional uninflectability

 Uninflecting word classes: conjunctions (2 members overall), adverbs (~ 5
members overall), discourse markers, interjections and ideophones

« But: ideophones could be analysed as uninflectable verbs
» Defective existential verb

 All nouns and adjectives inflect without exception but instances of systematic
case syncretism

« All verbs inflect without exception but cases of systematic syncretism, e.g. in the

subject-indexing system, under negation, between perfect and perfective in 1sG
and 3m
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Orthography and abbreviations

- Kambaata official orthography:

* Following graphemes not in accordance with IPA conventions: ph=/p’/,x=/1t’/,q=/k’/,] =
Idz/,c =17/, ch=/tf], sh=/[/,y =/j/ and " =/7?/

« Gemination and long vowels marked by doubling: e.g. shsh=/[:/, ee = /e:/, nasalization: a = /&/

* Abbreviations

* ABL ablative, ACC accusative, APPR apprehensive, CAUS causative, COP copula, CvB converb, DAT
dative, Ds different subject, EMP emphasis, F feminine, GEM gemination, GEN genitive, HON
honorific, ICP instrumental-comitative-perlative, IDEO ideophone, INTJ interjection, IPFV
Imperfective, IRR irrealis, NMz nominalizer, NOM nominative, OBJ object, OBL oblique, PAL
palatalization, PFv perfective, PL plural, POSS possessive, PRED predicative, PRF perfect, PURP
purposive, RED reduplication, REL relative, SGV singulative, SIM similative, SS same subject, vocC
vocative



