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Objective of the PhD project

In a proof by contradiction… Which would have been the percentage of African and European ancestry in the islands today if there was no sex-bias and random mating?

Inferring sex-biased admixture…

Was admixture sex-biased? How did it change over time? How many African women admixed with European men and when?

Investigating socio-cultural constraints on mating…

Was there any reproductive isolation between communities?

What where sex-specific reproductive sizes in each community? What was the origin of these reproducing individuals (Africa, Europe, Cabo Verde or São Tome)?

Have differences in female and male mobility between communities left any traces in the observed genetic diversity?

Both the archipelagos were unhinabited when the Portuguese first settled the islands in the 15th century;

First European colonies in sub-Saharian Africa and important hubs for the Atlantic slave trade;

The Portuguese crown tolerated the formation of an admixed society in the biological and cultural sense;

However, ecological and economical factors also influenced their history and admixture processes;

Sex-specific demographic processes have likely changed over time and differed among islands. 
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