
HAL Id: hal-03930541
https://hal.science/hal-03930541

Submitted on 9 Jan 2023

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.

Mountain Tourism, Conflict and Resilience in the
Anthropocene: What Role for Community Engagement

through Transdisciplinary approach?
Emmanuel Salim, Enora Bruley, Jonathan Cognard, Cécile Duvillier,

Jean-Baptiste Grison, Julia Grosinger, Pierre-Alexandre Métral, Carine
Pachoud, Anne-Sophie Crepeau, Camille Savre, et al.

To cite this version:
Emmanuel Salim, Enora Bruley, Jonathan Cognard, Cécile Duvillier, Jean-Baptiste Grison, et al..
Mountain Tourism, Conflict and Resilience in the Anthropocene: What Role for Community En-
gagement through Transdisciplinary approach?. UGI-IGU Paris 2022, Jul 2022, Paris, France. �hal-
03930541�

https://hal.science/hal-03930541
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


Mountain Tourism, Conflict and Resilience in the Anthropocene: What 

Role for Community Engagement through Transdisciplinary approach? 

 

 
During the 20th century, mountain tourism has mainly developed around the ski industry. This 

development has allowed many remote mountain regions to prosper economically and for 

quality of life. However, the Anthropocene, including environmental and social issues 

questions the sustainability of this model. Mid-altitude regions are the most affected by the 

reduction of winter snow cover which threatens the viability of skiing (Spandre et al., 2019). 

This raises a dilemma between the development of snowmaking and the progressive 

renunciation of skiing, resulting in conflicts between the two models which inhibit resilient 

thinking. Between the two extremes emerges the idea of transition of mountain regions 

(Bourdeau, 2018), aiming to guarantee their resilience. 

 Gresse-en-Vercors municipality (France) is a good example of these dynamics. This 

ski resort village is facing snow difficulties that challenge local economy. In May 2020, a new 

municipal team leads to referendum regarding the implementation of new snowmakers to 

secure the domain's operation. The debates led to a major conflict between the supporters of 

the two options. In such a context, how can academics and communities’ collaborations 

provide solutions to promote a resilient transition? 

 This communication aims to explore this question by presenting a transdisciplinary 

research project hold by the Collectif Perce-Neige, which involved an interdisciplinary team 

of early career researchers and the community of Gresse-en-Vercors. During 5 days, the team 

was immerged into this region consulted more than 60 stakeholders (inhabitants and 

practitioners) through interviews and collective workshops. This work highlighted the conflict 

dynamics that question the place of tourism in the region’s development and allows us to 

build with the communities, new research avenues to be prioritised. We hypothesise that the 

co-production of solutions will favour their applicability and enhance local communities’ 

resilience. 


