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BOOK REVIEW BY CLÉMENCE JULLIEN CHAUDHRY, SHRUTI. Moving for marriage: inequalities, intimacy, and women's lives in rural North India. xiv, 299 pp., maps, tables, illus., bibliogr. Albany, N.Y.: SUNY Press, 2021. £74.10 (cloth) The title Moving for marriage, which refers to the geographical distance women travel to marry in North India, could equally apply to the quality of the book's prose as it regularly moves from ethnographic vignettes to broader considerations. Based on eleven months of ethnographic fieldwork, Shruti Chaudhry's book succeeds in painstakingly describing the worldview of a village in Uttar Pradesh, shedding new light on issues of marriage in rural North India, as well as contributing to more global anthropological debates on the intersections between gender, marriage, and migration.

Chaudhry analyses how women's origins and the distance travelled at the time of marriage may have different implications for their statuses and lived experiences. The strength of the book lies in comparing life stories of regional marriages that are in line with established matrimonial norms with the so-called unconventional 'cross-regional marriages', in which brides come from a different caste, state, and cultural background. This comparative approach is particularly fruitful as it allows the author to challenge commonly held claims about the vulnerability and (un)problematic status of cross-regional brides. By comparing to what extent cross-regional brides' difficulties in adjusting and gaining status in their new home differ from the daily issues of regional brides, Chaudhry successfully avoids the pitfall of fuelling heated debates that have occupied many researchers, journalists, and NGOs over the last two decades.

By systematically taking into account both regional brides and cross-regional brides' postmarital adjustments, relationships with husbands, the role of children, the support of in-laws, as well as access to natal kin in case of marital crisis, she highlights the ways in which 'women's lived experience is shaped not only by their regional origins, but also by their stage in the life-course and their embeddedness in relations of caste, religion, class, and gender' (p. 6). Similarly, she skilfully circumvents the unproductive debate on whether cross-regional brides are trafficked women. By showing how cross-regional marriages do not fit the criteria of trafficking, bride buying, or bride price, her findings stress the inconsistencies that result from placing such marriages within fixed categories.

Another major strength of the books lies in the tone of the author. Throughout the chapters, Chaudhry presents the methodological and ethical challenges she faced, be it the difficulties in interviewing villagers on sensitive topics, the necessity of frequently crosschecking information, the need to take a stand during fieldwork, or the processing of data that are seemingly scattered or contradictory. By introducing these challenges with modesty and honesty, the author manages to depict women's experiences in all their complexity and subtlety, thus leaving the reader with the impression that inconsistencies in the data have not been downplayed.

The book is constructed around seven chapters that contextualize the gendered implications of marriage (part 1) and explore the myriad relationships women have in their post-marital lives (part 2). As Chaudhry notes, the notion of intimacy has not been emphasized in studies of India, given the disapproval with which displays of affection can be viewed, particularly in rural contexts. An approach that aims at capturing undisclosed emotions and that does not rely solely on structural inequalitiesmethodologically more easy to graspis thus valuable and stimulating.

Yet the notion of 'practices of intimacy' appears as an eminently subjective and polysemic concept, as intimacy is characterized as 'a sense of closeness' (p. 15), associated with forms of tenderness, pleasure, and co-operation (p. 12), indirectly referred to as 'acts of love' (p. 13), and, in practice, often reduced to forms of support. More importantly, there seems to be a discrepancy between, on the one hand, the number of pages dedicated to life stories based on sex-based violence, wife beating, verbal abuse, and lack of reproductive choices and, on the other hand, the bold stance taken according to which practices of intimacy exist alongside relationships that are emotionally constrained and violent (chap. 5). Data do show that forms of conjugal support 'can develop even within violence' (p. 138), but it would have been helpful to remind the reader more systematically that, based on the data provided, 'practices of intimacy' are merely 'glimpses' of larger lives, as the author actually acknowledges at the end of chapter 5.

Having said that, I highly recommend this book as it sheds new light on a salient and timely topic, puts forward strong arguments that effectively combine solid bibliographical references with lively ethnographic life stories, and succeeds in portraying different layers of women's experiences in rural North India with great sensitivity.
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