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HOLIDAY COLONIES AND THEIR HERITAGE, A NEW SUBJECT

The buildings which have been used to accommodate holiday
colonies are fast disappearing today, being converted to new uses
or simply being destroyed. In a few cases, they are also being
refurbished. Information on this type of heritage is sketchy. It is
almost impossible to know the precise number of buildings used. A
building might have been used as a holiday colony for one or for
several years and then acquire another and altogether different
function. Other buildings had different functions before being used
as holiday colonies and some were never officially declared as
holiday colonies.

Rather than trying to compile statistics at a national level,
another way of approaching this subject is to look more closely at
local situations. This approach shows the history of holiday colonies
to have been a varied and contrasted one. Key periods emerge for
different regions showing how important the local context was. This
article presents the results of a study carried out in the Haute-Savoie
department from May to July 2007. It draws attention to the careers
of a handful of architects who were particularly interested in holiday
colonies. But looking at the heritage means looking not only at the
buildings but also at their planning contexts, their overall layout
and the different categories of buildings used. It also means
examining the pedagogical ideas behind the places and the objets
that these ideas produced.

The first official text concerning the renovation of the holiday
colony heritage dates from 8 June 2007 (VI° Plan, priority action
programme n° 14)." ‘The essential objective of this renovation is to
adapt and modernise the installations’ over a three-year period.
An important point is the improvement of accommodation
standards. ‘The dormitories will be partitioned off and replaced by
bedrooms with a limited number of beds, well isolated and sound-
proofed and with good ventilation.” At this date, many holiday
colonies still had dormitories and we know, from information in
the departmental archives of Haute-Savoie, that all these buildings
had dormitories in 1939.2

The Regional History of Holiday Colonies

A national history based on the compilation of data gleaned
ot the local level gives an incomplete and unrealistic picture of the
evolution of holiday colonies at this local scale. Afew examples will
illustrate the specificity of such local contexts. In the regions of the
North of France, devastated by the First World War, several camps
were developed to accommodate children and young people.® At
Camiers, in the Pas-de-Calais department, one of the largest holiday
colonies ever seen was organised in an abandoned British military
camp, at the instigation of the Ministry of the Interior (refugee
service), the Ministry of Hygiene and the Ministry of Public
Instruction.* This camp functioned from 1920 to 1925 and took in
from 10,000 to 12,000 children coming from the liberated regions.

Between the two wars, the town of Suresnes, in the suburbs
of Paris, pursued a policy of placing children in families.® For Laura
Lee Downs, this practice was based on a local tradition, specific to
the Paris region, of sending children to stay in families. After the
Second World War and up to the 1960s, the region of Alsace
witnessed a considerable development of holiday colonies.® In the
aftermath of the war years, it was a question of ‘de-nazifying the
population of Alsace, re-frenchifying it even (that is to say re-
awakening it to French civilisation) after the five years this population
had been oppressed and the region and annexed to the German
Reich.’ The Finistere department, in Brittany, reached a peak in the

JEAN-MARIE BATAILLE

1 See also Le Moniteur, Equipements sportifs et socio-éducatifs,
special issue, June 1980, p. 461-62.

2 A law of 1937 stipulated that a plan should be presented in
order for a holiday colony to be opened.

3 Nicolas Palluau (2007).

4 Rey-Herme (1961), p. 308-309; A. Vulbeau (1993), p. 128-
131; see also Dequidt, ‘Colonies de vacances et ceuvres de
plein air’, Journal Officiel, 19 September 1923.

5 Laura Lee Downs (2002).

¢ Julien Fuchs (2007).
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children’s homes, aériums) are today used as holiday colonies. If
only in terms of quantity, then, Le Méme occupies a special place
in the history of holiday colonies in the department. He is best
known for the sanatoriums of the Assy plateau, which he built in
collaboration with Pol Abraham.¢ But he is also well known for his
design of a specific form of mountain dwelling which was to witness
considerable development with the growth of ski resorts, the
‘chalet’.'” He also lived at Megeéve, a town where he was the
architect of numerous buildings.

From 1942, Le Méme occupied the post of technical advisor
for school buildings in his region, at the Ministry of National
Education, and, from 1946, he was head architect for reconstruction.

The village of Megéve, known as ‘the children’s ski resort’,
occupies a central position in Le Méme's work. ‘The last war and the
Occupation are ample justification for the need for these ,homes”
for children; many hotels have been requisitioned in order to welcome
young refugees and the under-nourished children of the cities.’

Several of his sanatorium buildings were to become holiday
colonies. This is the case, for example, of ‘La Ravoire’ (1928-1931),
‘Le Saint-André’ (1938-1931) and ‘Le Guébriant (1930-1971). This
lost is now a holiday village used by the Val-de-Marne department
in the Paris suburbs, the two buildings to the right of the main
building occupied by a holiday colony.

Roland Schweitzer and the colony of the FFC

Roland Schweitzer was the architect responsible for a maternal
holiday centre at Ballan-Miré nears Tours (1977), built for the
Ministry of Economy and Finance, a children’s holiday centre, Les
Torchets, at Arache (1966), Le Pré-Long at Murol (1973) and at
Aréches (Savoie), and another centre for pre-adolescents at Four-
Cieux (Haute-Vienne).

Les Torchets is a national centre of the ‘Francs et Franches
Camarades’ (FFC)’ lts layout, elaborated in collaboration with the
Cemea, is at the origins of a design in which the plan of the holiday
colony is conceived of as the duplication of a basic unit called a
‘small group’.'®

'S Eleven colonies were opened after 1955.

16 J.-B. Cremnitzer (2005).

7 F. Delorme (2005). *

'8 Cemea: Construction, installation, aménagement,
équipement des centres de vacances d’enfants et d’adolescents’,

Scarabé editions, 1965.

EEEREEREREERR
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Maternal holiday centre belonging to the Ministry of Economy and Finance, at Ballan-Miré, near Tours; architect R. Schweitzer,

published in Le Moniteur, June 1980.
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During the Second World War, the hotels at Monnetier were
requisitioned in order to shelter refugee children from Lyons, Saint-
Etienne, Paris, the north France and Marseilles. The architect Henri-
Jacques Le Méme was entrusted with adapting these buildings for
their new occupants during and after the war.

After the war, several hotels were used as holiday colonies:
Les Pléiades, L'Haétel des Alpes (from 1965 to 1 990) and La Terrasse,
used by the Lyons Jeumont-Schneider works committee, from 1955
10 1987. The Bellevue Hotel was almost certainly used as a holiday
colony as well, although there are no documents at the Haute-
Savoie DDJS to confirm this, and a fire has seriously damaged the
building.

This brief look at one village gives us a fairly typical account
of the evolution of accommodation in such a village in the Haute-
Savoie. To begin with, the hotels were erected as a resort for holidays
in the mountains (1840-1900). Then, the period from about 1920
to 1945 was dominated by hygienist theories (preventoriums,
aériums, open-air schools). The Second World War was a period of
requisitioned hotels, with the appearance of accommodation centres
and children’s centres. From the 1950s, holiday colonies arrived,
then the centres destined for the treatment of tuberculosis were
progressively transformed into retirement homes and other such
medical facilities.

The Cité des Jeunes at La Frasse”

The Cité des Jeunes was a holiday colony based on a pedagogy
of decision.?® It presents two interesting aspects: an approach to
heritage through practical work and an original pedagogical
component, which was of considerable importance in the history of
holiday colonies.?* The history of this place begins, prior to its
acquisition, with Father Fillere, chaplain of the student scouts at
104 rue de Vaugirard in Paris, subsequently a school for scout chiefs.

‘In July 1926, Fillere accepted responsibility for running the
Ozanam colony at Saint-Christophe-en-Boucherie, in the Indre
department. In 1928 he took over the Ozanam colony at Jouy-sur-
Morin, in Seine-et-Marne. The Cité Notre-Dame was founded. The
colonies succeeded one another at Jouy. The pedagogical ideas
gradually took form and the Cité des Jeunes concept was born.

The colony, still at Jouy, moved to the Chauffour chateau,
which possessed an estate of 25 hectares. It was to provide
accommodation for up to 800 children and youngsters. This centre
was closed down from 1939 to 1946 and then started up again
with @ new team. Father Fillere died on 10 August 1949.

Father Collet, who had known the Cité des Jeunes at Jouy
and participated in the running of the summer camps, launched a
new holiday colony at Marjevols in the Massif Central in 1943. This
experiment ended in 1945. Then it began again in different places:
at Point-du-Fossé (Hautes-Alpes), the Col Bayard in the chalet of
the Gap ski-club at Sallanches. Then Father Collet, who was sick,
passed the mission on to Abel Arnaud who had been running the
colony for two years. He was at the origins of the creation of the
colony at Frasse and, thanks to gifts and interest-free loans collected
from amongst members of the families of the colonists, he was
able, in 1949, to buy an abandoned farm with three hectares of
land.

The buildings were adapted progressively, using the building
talents of the colonists themselves, and many of them were to
participate in the different restoration operations. Different
pedagogical practices, based on the ideas of the Cité des Jeunes
developed by Father Fillére, appear in the colony’s objectives.

The children and youngsters gather once a week around a
pole. A young person explains how each group had its own pole
and decorated its base. ,We shall never forget, assembled on the
large lawn, the immense group of five hundred boys aged from ten
to twenty. Each group, in turn, was invited to sing its ideal chant,

Cité des Jeunes, La Frasse, Haute-Savoie (|
by Bataille, July 2007)

22 Sg@ Rey-Herme (1961-62), p. 339-342 and Vulbeat
p. 87-89.

23 This pedagogy of decision is inspired by the prii
‘allowing individuals to decide about what concerns 1
this category may be included the holiday colonies t
free games (colony of Jean Houssaye, Courcelles) a
colonies calling on the decision principle (Houssaye, the
colonies—one of these was to develop as the Don Bos¢
ot Biot in Haute-Savoie—,the République des Jeunes,
des Jeunes and the colonies of the Isogoria associatic
24 These remarks are based on a visit to the Cité de
and on documentation made available by the pre
managers of the colony and a document held by the
‘La Cité des Jeunes, son idéal, son organisation, editior
anniversaire’.
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