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Abstract: To cooperate with the drafting of the heritage protection project of the stone-piled
burial groups of the Upper Yalu River Valley in Baishan Municipality, a team composed of
researchers from the Jilin Province Archaeological Research Institute and other local institutions

carried out archaeological survey and excavation on the Dongdianzi Cemetery, one of the stone-
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piled tombs groups of the Upper Yalu River Valley, from June to September 2015. The survey shows
that the Dongdianzi cemetery is composed of two zones, zone I is located on the west side, on the
flat bank of the Yalu River and mainly consists of stone-piled tombs with square base platforms and
stone-piled tombs with square stepped base platforms; zone II is located on the east side, on a slope
facing the river, and is mainly composed of stone-piled tombs with stepped walled base. In order to
better understand the structure of the tombs, the cultural traits and chronology of this cemetery, 11
burials were chosen to be excavated, 6 in zone I and 5 in zone 11, and over 40 ceramic and iron
artefacts were unearthed. Analysis show that the zone II of the Dongdianzi cemetery is anterior to
zone 1, the differences in the architectural structures of the burials are typical of the evolution of

Koguryo burial structure occurring during this period.
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