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The rock-shelter site of Abri Unterkobel is situated within the Alpine Rhine Valley in Eastern Switzerland. Excavated between 2011 and 2012, the site has yielded large quantities of archaeological material, spanning from the Early Mesolithic (ca. 8000 BC) to the Roman-Iron Age period. Eight stratigraphic Units (A-I) have been differentiated.

The archaeological excavation recovered about 1000 stone artefacts, more than 20'000 bones and about 3000 potsherds. Additionally, many sediment samples have been collected for microvertebrate, malacological and archaeobotanical analyses.

Amphibians and Reptiles

Five amphibian taxa:

Salamandra salamandra, Lissotriton helveticus, Ichthyosaura alpestris, Bufo bufo, Rana temporaria

Six reptile taxa:

Emys orbicularis, Lacerta bilineata, Lacertidae, Anguis fragilis, Natrix natrix, Zamenis longissimus

Paleobiogeography: L. bilineata and Z. longissimus currently more southern distribution Climatic optimum of the Atlantic and Subboreal Wooded landscape and bodies of water stagnant or slow-moving and poor in fish 
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