PRELIMINARY DATA OF REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS FROM EL SALT Xb (MIDDLE PALAEOLITHIC, ALCOY, SPAIN): PALAEOCLIMATIC IMPLICATIONS

The locality of El Salt (Middle Paleolithic, Alcoy, Spain) is mainly known by having one of the youngest Neanderthals records of the Southeastern Iberian Peninsula. The upper part of stratigraphic unit Xb, dated at 52.3 ± 4.6 ka (MIS 3), is characterized by the presence of several archaeological assemblages, comprising vertebrate faunal remains, lithics elements and anthropogenically modified cobbles. The stratigraphic column of El Salt consists of 6.3 mthick of sediments divided in 13 lithostratigraphic units [START_REF] Fumanal | El yacimiento musteriense de El Salt (Alcoi, País Valenciano). Rasgos geomorfológicos y climatoestratigrafía de sus registros[END_REF]. The field campaign of 2013 in unit Xb, have yielded for the first time in this locality a small sample of amphibian and reptiles remains

The faunal list for unit Xb is composed by: three taxa of anurans (Alytes obstetricans; Bufo bufo sensu lato and Epidalea calamita), one taxon of blanid (Blanus cinereus sensu lato), two taxa of lizards (Chalcides bedriagai and cf.

Acanthodactylus erythrurus) and one taxon of snakes (cf.

Rhinechis scalaris).
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 1 Fig. 1. A, Geographical location of El Salt archaeological site. B, General view of the locality. C, Stratigraphic column of El Salt showing the different litostratigraphic units described by Fumanal (1994).
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 2 Fig. 2. Palaeoherpetological remains from El Salt Xb. A) Alytes obstetricans, left humerus. B) Bufo bufo, s. l., left humerus. C) Epidalea calamita. a, right scapula, b, left ilim). D) Blanus cinereus, s. l., left dentary. E) Chalcides bedriagai. a, right premaxilla, b, right dentary. F) cf. Acanthodactylus erythrurus. a, premaxilla, b, right pterygoid, c, right dentary. G) cf. Rhinechis scalaris, dorsal vertebra in dorsal (right) and ventral (left) view. Scale bars equal to 1 mm for amphibians and 0.5 for reptiles. Images of live animals taken from Wikimedia Commons.
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