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In more ways than one, Gus(tav) Smith/Schmidt was a militant 'in between'. A revolutionary of German origin, he often began his speeches with 'We, the workers of Great Britain'. Remembered as 'a familiar figure at the meetings of the Hull Labour Party', he never made a mystery of his admiration for Malatesta and Kropotkin [Monthly Labour Journal, 5 July 1913]. A skilled cabinetmaker, he was above all preoccupied with 'the organising of the unorganised'; the thousands of casual workers employed in the port of Hull. A pillar of the local Socialist Club, he adhered neither to the Independent Labour Party (ILP) nor to the Social Democratic Federation (SDF). Though he never sought nor achieved any kind of national recognition, this 'consistent worker for Socialism and Trade Unionism ' [Monthly Labour Journal, 3 November 1906], this 'hopeful enthusiast in the movement, who looked at life with a cheery smile ' [Hull Daily Mail, 23 June 1913] played a major role in the development of Hull's labour movement in the late-Victorian and Edwardian years.

Gustav Schmidt, son of Friedrich Wilhelm and Friederike Mathilde Schmidt, was born on 26 February 1854 in Delitzsch, a small town situated in the province of Saxony. In his teens, he left his hometown for nearby Leipzig, the industrial capital of the region, to train as a cabinetmaker. For five years (1868-1873), his apprenticeship led him from one German city to another, until he left for Norway, where he spent two years (1874)(1875). Upon returning to Germany, he was forced to do his military service. Eleven months later he deserted, escaping first to Holland, then to Britain. By 1877, he was working as a cabinetmaker in London, but he only stayed there for a short time. In 1878, at the age of twenty-four, his peregrinations led him to Hull, which was to be his terminus. Bismarck passed the first anti-socialist laws in 1878, making it impossible for him to travel back home. In 1881, Schmidt married a local girl, never to move from Humberside again.

In the early 1880s, Schmidt founded the 'Hull Liberty Socialist Club', with the help of half a dozen other German exiles. Though it was officially registered as a cultural association, the authorities were conscious of the political character of the club. Yet, because the club's function was apparently social more than agitational, it seems to have been tolerated. The name was borrowed from Die Freiheit, a weekly paper edited in London by the German anarchist-communist Johann Most (1846Most ( -1906) ) between 1879 and 1882. Freiheit was also the name of circles founded in Germany by a great admirer of Most's, anarcho-syndicalist Rudolf Rocker (1873-1958), who was an exile in Britain from 1895 to 1918. Schmidt's scarce writings prove his attachment to the anarchist current. One of his fondest memories was of an 1891 meeting with Louise Michel in London, where he argued that going on strike was not enough: the workers needed to start running the factories for themselves. But Schmidt was an open-minded and even eclectic secretary. In 1889-1890 the club subscribed to the Sozialdemocrat, the Marxist weekly published by the Sozialdemocratische Partei Deutschland (SPD). Schmidt, on this occasion, sent his 'revolutionary greetings' to the editor, Eduard Bernstein (1850Bernstein ( -1932)), who had been living in London since 1888 and would remain there until 1901 [Julius Motteler papers, 1032]. A fraternal body for Schmidt's Genossen (comrades) and Mitbürgers (fellow-countrymen), the Club Freiheit made little impact on the local labour movement and there are no traces of the club after 1893.

In 1890, Schmidt founded another organisation, over which he would preside until his death: the Hull Furnishing Trades Society. This creation resulted from a prolonged strike led by the cabinetmakers for better pay and working conditions. Encouraged by the strike wave among unskilled workers that had begun the year before in London, they held out for several weeks, with support from the Hull Trades Council, until the struggle was victorious. Alongside the president of the Cabinetmakers' Union (Charlie Reynolds, a follower of Will Thorne), Schmidt, because so many cabinetmakers were of German origin, played a crucial part in the fight. From then on, he became known as Gustav Smith, or simply 'Gus' Smith. In May 1890, Smith organised the first local meeting ever in favour of the eight-hour day, leading thousands of workers to gather for the cause on Drypool Green. Three years later, in 1893, during the lockout that paralysed the port for seven weeks, Smith invited hundreds of dockers' wives to meet up on Corporation Field, the other favourite spot for labour gatherings. Though the fight did not manage to save the closed shop system that had been established in 1889 (the dockers' union was destroyed and did not reappear until 1900), Smith was by then known far beyond the circle of German refugees.

Smith held revolutionary socialist views that were at odds with the opinions professed by the 'Lib-Lab' leaders of the Trades Council, Fred Maddison and W.G. Millington. Several factors, however, enabled him to be accepted by the Hull labour movement. The local activists could only feel gratitude towards the man who had been able to organise a whole new section of the local working class. Further, the national breakthrough of New Unionism and the socialist revival that accompanied it created a favourable atmosphere. In 1895, the recently founded ILP presented its first local candidate in west Hull, docker Tom McCarthy, who dared to challenge Liberal MP and ship-owner Charles Henry Wilson. So when Smith defended the class struggle or the collective ownership of the means of production, he was speaking a language more workers could understand. The only manuscript he left behind, a presentation given to the Hull Secularist Society in 1892 that is full of uncanny expressions and spelling mistakes, is testimony to the efforts he made to master the English language. It also gives us a taste of his personality, since it illustrates both his 'very extreme views' (the workers could only save themselves by overthrowing the capitalists) and his sense of humour: 'Put them all in a balloon, and send them off to the moon. What would we suffer? The toilers without the rich would be as happy as "a dog who lost his fleas"' [Max Nettlau papers, 2987].

In the years following the defeat of the dockers in their struggle against the Shipping Federation (1893) and that of the ILP against the Liberals (1895), the Trades Council adopted a progressive policy in which Smith could have no part. The field of industrial action was abandoned, the focus being set instead on having labour men elected on the Board of Guardians, the Board of Education and the Town/City Council, where they were to collaborate with the Liberals as part of the same 'Progressive Party'. Between 1895 and 1900, no May Days were organised. Smith's role inside the Trades Council was therefore limited to that of a stirrer, who insisted in vain upon reviving trade unionism among port workers. Those years just before and after the Boer War, unfavourable to socialist propaganda, obliged Smith to occupy a marginal position-his antireligious streak constituting one more point of friction with a 'Lib-Lab' majority that swore by Nonconformist Protestantism.

In 1905, Smith, who had been employed by Hull and East Riding Furnishing Stores for five years and was deemed 'sober, honest and highly respectable' by his employer [HO 144/796/131876], became a British citizen. Having just reached the age of fifty and about to celebrate his silver wedding, he stepped forward once again. A local Labour breakthrough that year, the ILP tendency inside the Hull Trades Council overthrew the old guard, leading to the dissolution of the 'Progressive Party' and the formation of an autonomous labour group on the City Council, combined with the parliamentary breakthrough of 1906 to boost his morale. He played a part in the growth of a circle founded in 1896, the Hull Socialist Club ('Not merely a Socialist, but a Sociable Club'), which became so popular that its premises in Balmoral House had to be refurbished-Smith, always a practical man, covered its floors with linoleum. He also participated in the activities of the local Clarion Fellowship, which had its headquarters at the Socialist Club. Whenever the Clarion Van visited Hull or Beverley, one could be sure to find Smith among the propagandists, side by side with other activists who were often miles away from his political standpoint, e.g. Walter Litchfield, the president of the Hull co-operative movement. The same lively atmosphere took over the Trades Council, which incited Smith to once again to attend its Thursday evening fortnightly meetings. In 1905, when the City Council tried to ban the outdoor gatherings that the SDF and the ILP were used to holding, Smith urged the Trades Council and its city councillors to resist the ban. Following his calls, the local labour movement resisted and won.

In March 1907 Smith was elected a Guardian, possibly thanks to a reminder from printer and journalist F.W. Booth: 'The candidate bearing the foreign-sounding name of "Schmidt" is no other than our good old time friend Mr Gus Smith' [Hull Times, 16 March 1907]. Smith, still a revolutionary at heart, was seeking to continue the struggle for socialism using all means possible-a pragmatic conception which, in a place like England, could hardly exclude participation in elections. His hope, it seems, was that the Trades Councils would develop into something solid enough for the seizing of power by the working-class. In 1910, Smith asked the Trades Council for a revision of its statutes, as he was in favour of opening the door to representatives of 'all Labour and Socialist bodies', not only to trade union delegates, so as to allow other hard-boiled socialists, such as Fabian doctor Joseph Nelson or pawnbroker Ernest Gaunt, to participate in the council's decisions [Hull Times, 29 January 1910]. In January 1910, the revised statuses were adopted unanimously. Yet in July 1910, Smith was the only delegate on the Trades Council's executive committee to vote in favour of supporting a public meeting organised by the dockers' union, the others being too afraid of the 'adverse criticism' that the main speaker, Tom Mann, would surely inflict on the Labour Party [Hull Times, 16 July 1910]. The episode is symbolical of Smith's difficulties in winning over his fellow trade-unionists to his radical views. Though they tolerated his eccentricities, neither Booth nor Alfred Gould, the leader of the ILP branch, had any intention of abandoning the parliamentary path for that of direct action recommended in America by the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) and in France by the General Confederation of Labour (CGT).

In 1911, British society was shaken by an unprecedented strike wave, in which Smith came to play a prominent role. From January to June 1912, he produced five texts which formed his political testament. Of the five papers, which were all published in the Trades Council's Monthly Labour Journal, two were printed on the first page, as editorials. For the first time in three decades, Smith was the spokesman for the whole of the local labour movement-though his belated ascent was perhaps linked to the relative decline of the Trades Council as the brain and spine of Hull's labour movement, and its gradual replacement by the newly constituted Hull branch of the Labour Party. Smith's tribunes came in the form of a continued dialogue between two labour activists: himself, hardly disguised as an 'old veteran' named 'George', and a certain 'Tom', much younger than him but curious of all matters political and bursting with good willpossibly a pseudonym for BSP activist Cornelius Shearsmith who, due to the turbulent social climate, was also beginning to exercise influence inside the council. While the three shorter texts were denunciations of the social order: 'in the present damnable system of exploitation… no working man is free ' [Monthly Labour Journal, February 1912], the two longer ones allowed Smith to expand more positively on his fundamental beliefs. 'There is joy in fighting,' he told his disciples, reminding him of the progress made since the 1880s. He saw the foundation of a Hull and District branch of the Labour Party as a historical step forward in 'labour class consciousness', since in his eyes it coupled 'Trades Unionism with Revolutionary Socialism', while not excluding co-operation and labour representation inside local and national institutions [Monthly Labour Journal, April 1912].

This testament is revealing of Smith's syncretistic approach, maybe of his wishful thinking, certainly of the way he tried to conciliate political sensibilities that were highly contradictory. In his last text for the Monthly Labour Journal, for example, he praised syndicalism for being less anti-parliamentarian than anarchism and industrial unionism-an appreciation that could be interpreted as a tactical attempt not to irritate his Labourite readers, but also a betrayal of his radical youth. His praise of the syndicalists aptly sums up his own convictions: what he appreciated was that they did not seek to create entirely new unions to compete with and replace existing ones, but to work inside them so as to bring about their amalgamation, federation, and radicalisation-precisely what he had always tried to do on a local level. Whether he achieved his aim, of course, is doubtful. By remaining outside the two major socialist groupings, the ILP and the SDF/SDP/BSP, Smith shaped neither. The Hull branch of the ILP remained under the influence of Alf Gould, who was vocal in the defence of labour independence but did not call himself a socialist, while the Hull branch of the SDF/SDP/BSP always lacked the proletarian backing that a popular figure like Smith might have attracted. Too attached to his individual liberty to bear any discipline tighter than the very loose one that characterised Trades Council activities, Smith devoted most of his energy to the solidifying of an organisation that, as the 1914 crisis would reveal, could not be used for revolutionary purposes. Favouring principles over party, Smith managed to avoid social isolation, but not to overcome a certain political impotence.

In May 1913, the Monthly Labour Journal announced that the 'willing horse' would not take part in the spring campaign of open-air meetings, as he was suffering from 'gastric carcinoma' [Monthly Labour Journal, May 1913]. Smith left his home at 89 Spring Street (he had been a tenant there since 1899) for the Co-operative Convalescent Home, then for the Hull Infirmary, where he underwent an operation from which he did not recover. He died on Monday 23 June 1913, at the age of 59. The funeral took place on the Wednesday in the Western Cemetery, where many a worker 'followed him to his last resting place'. On his grave was laid 'a token of respect' from the Trades Council, 'in the form of the letter "S", which was covered with deep red sweet peas ' [Monthly Labour Journal, February 1914].

Smith left a wife and three children, Gustav Albert, Louise Sophia and Bertha Clare, then respectively aged 27, 22 and 18. His death was a great loss for the labour movement in Hull, for he might have played a special role in August 1914, when the British and the German empires declared war upon each other. A Hull man of German origin, Smith the dedicated internationalist would probably have contributed to the expression of anti-war sentiment, and to the constitution of a local opposition to the patriotic consensus advocated by employers, politicians, and many labour activists alike. His premature passing left the Trades Council politically disarmed and its Monthly Labour Journal, after embracing the Labour Party's calls for a social truce, rapidly ceased to exist. At the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth century, it is safe to say that no one in Hull was as persevering as Gus Smith in the propagation of the socialist ideal. A frequent speaker at the meetings held in Paragon Square, this migrant worker came to play a prominent part in the local public life and embodied the very notion of proletarian internationalism. Albert Stubbs is a good example of the many unsung heroes, who, for decades, in inauspicious areas, single-mindedly dedicated their lives to serving the labour movement. An active trade unionist, (initially unpaid), he undertook the thankless task of organising farmworkers. He was a key player in the regrettable rivalry over rural workers which took place between the National Union of Agricultural Workers (NUAW) and the Workers' Union (WU). Stubbs was also a devoted local Labour party politician, for which he was respected and loved in both his rural and urban communities for nearly fifty years. He stood as a token Labour candidate in rural Parliamentary seats in eight general elections and achieved the remarkable and unique feat of winning Cambridgeshire for Labour by 44 votes in the 1945 landslide.

Writings

Stubbs was born in Middlesbrough on 29 September 1877, the third son and fourth of what would be six children of William and Eliza nee Hockney. His father was a bricklayer and moved around Yorkshire in search of work. Albert Stubbs's birth was registered by William whilst he was residing in Hull. In 1881 the family were living at Copmanthorpe near York and ten years later at Cottingham near Hull. After an elementary education, at eleven years old, the young Stubbs started work as a street newspaper seller; subsequently he secured an apprenticeship as a printer. Having served his time he joined the Typographical Association. As a craftsman he earned a reasonable living. The 1901 census records him as a boarder in Bournemouth. In January 1908 he married Emily in Salford, his wife's birthplace. Their first two children, Leslie and Raymond were born in Batley, but by the 1911 census they had crossed the Pennines and lived in Blackley, Manchester. A daughter, Gladys, was born in 1915. Stubbs joined the Independent Labour Party (ILP) aged twenty and promoted its causes during his time in West
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