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Abstract  In the transition from industrial civilization to ecological civilization the i-
dea of “protection and utilization” in the era of environmental law has also been transformed in—
to the idea of “coexistence” in the era of ecological law. As a result the dichotomy between
man and nature as the foundation of the contemporary legal order has been questioned. Through
detailed field research Descola provided us with four modes of thinking about the relationship
between man and nature from which we can extract a pluralistic ontological stance. Latour on
the other hand conceived a cognitive framework at the political and philosophical level to deter—
mine the order of the coexistence of all things. In China despite of the proposed ecological civi—
lization construction policy the law still regards the environment as an object that can be used
but also needs to be protected. In European countries although the idea of people owning the
environment has continued the new legal practice is tending to recognize the intrinsic value of
the ecosphere. New international law recognizes the value of the nature while facing up to the
interdependence between nature and human society. In lawsuits about ecological governance
the judgment of the court relies more and more on scientific evidence while scientists also more
and more actively seeking the endorsement of the judicial authority for their scientific discovery.
The distinction between human society and nature has never really become a reality and it is
inevitable for this distinction to be transcended. In conclusion the legal philosophy of coexis—

tence in the era of ecological law requires us to try to coexist with all things in nature.
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