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See Martii Koskenniemi The Gentle Civilizer of Nations: The Rise and Fall of International Law 1870 — 1960 at 12 (Cambridge U. Press
2004).
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1991 p. 54.
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o ( Eurocentricity has not only a history but a world

history) o . 20

A Eurocentric Conception of Law in Modernisation of Laws in China:
The Case of Georges Padoux
Zhu Mingzhe

Abstract: Foreign lawyers well integrating in the legal reforms of China at the beginning of 20th
century also transferred their Eurocentric conception of law in their achievements. By discerning the
forms and the content of this conception not only can we better understand modern legal history of China
but also its value to the world history of laws. Georges Padoux the first French jurist who served the Re—
publican Government of China as a judicial consultant provides an example for us by his observations on
China’ s legal reforms. His opinions and researches reveal that his professionalism urged him to contrib—
ute to the modernization of China’s law. Nevertheless the modernization that he pursued is not a revo—
lutionary change but practical and progressive means leading to the realization of legislations. His vision
was predetermined by the bias of legal international community of the Belle époque. In other words he
embodied the progressivism and the universalism in his time.

Keywords: Georges Padoux; modernisation of laws; progressivism; foreign lawyers
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