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Cognitive Autonomy in the Westernization of Chinese Law:
A Transnational Study of the Cultivation of PhD in Law in IFCL

ZHU Mingzhe
(College of Comparative Law, China University of
Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Amongst students of L’Institut Franco-Chinois de Lyon, 25 graduated with a
Doctor degree in LLaw. The archives left by these Chinese students in LLyon make possible the
reconstruction of the process by which they complete their studies. To insist on their own
choices of subjects, they were in consistent communication, discussion and even debate with
professors and administrators. Their conscience and autonomy are clearly revealed. The
substantial content of their conscience about legal science and about the future of China can be
explained with regard to the particularity of Lyon Law Faculty, as well as to the mentality
shared by other Chinese students abroad.

Key words: L’Institut Franco-Chinois de Lyon; legal education; Sino-French communication;

autonomy



