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ZHU Mingzhe

The recent case law on Muslim clothing has provoked heated discussions on laicity and reli—
gious liberty in France. It is thus necessary to revisit French laicity in order to understand
the current issue. The political concept of Laicity is at the same time combative and liberal.
In the Third Republic it justified the legislative measures deemed to diminish the social—
political powers of the Catholic Church hence defending the newly born republican realm
and individual liberty of conscience against political organisations. After laicity became a
constitutional principle in 1946 it serves as a constraint to the power of the State and en—
sures the State’ s neutrality though it recognises the disciplinary power of teachers in pub—
lic schools over students who wear religious signs. This paper also argues that the key issue
of the current disputes emerges from the circumstance where the society as a whole refuses
the representation of religion where laicity becomes a part of the national identity and

where the Church as formal social institutions is invisible.

The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age
to the Twenty-first Century

Walter Scheidel

Inequality of income and wealth runs across world history. Violence has been the single
most important means of leveling wealth and income inequality in all of human history.
Such violence has taken four forms: mass mobilization warfare transformative revolution
state collapse and very severe epidemics. There is rather little historical evidence for poli-
cies that have successfully reduced inequality in peaceful contexts. In the absence of vio—
lent shocks what are the chances for us to reduce inequality by peaceful means? If history
is any guide this could well turn out to be a much bigger challenge than what we currently

appreciate.
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