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 Introduction 

Among many, one the Atlantic history’s achievements has been to reconnect the metropolis to 

their colonial territories. There is still much work to be done, notably in France where the 

scholarship has for long been divided between the ancient regime specialists and the colonial 

historians. John Pocock’s Atlantic Archipelago has been instrumental in the creation of a new 

British history, which looks out to the open seas. But in retrospect, the Atlantic turn also helps 

to form a new understanding of the relations between France and Britain. The notion of 

otherness that has been famously used by Linda Colley to describe the Anglo-British enmities 

was first used to describe relations between the Europeans and non-Europeans in a colonial 

context. Furthermore, connected and transnational histories that have been applied to the 

Atlantic are now put to good use to Franco-British case. Comparisons between bordering 

regions appear to be at least as significant as national entities. The growth of a more European 

outlook is also having an impact on the old Franco-British couple. Relocated in a wider 

continental context, their relations are no longer described as the long and straight duel dating 

back from the Middle Age. As the limits of a strictly national approach became more 

apparent, more attention has been dedicated to the cultural transfers and the multifaceted 

circulation of individuals and knowledge. While the existence of hostile sentiments was 

beyond doubt, there was a wide gamut of transactions that united the French, the English, the 

Irish, and the Scottish in one way or another. As for the large time span, it starts with two 

major political upheavals, the first British Revolution and the Fronde and ends with the 

Industrial and the French Revolutions, the famous “dual Revolution” vindicated by E. 

Hobsbawm, which could be felt from both sides of the English Channel up to the French 

Revolution. Although 1640 and 1789 are no longer seen as definitive watershed, they still 

constitute a convenient time frame to elaborate on a very dynamic subject. 

General Overview 

For a general and long-lasting reflection on comparative history, one can start with the 

pioneer work by Bloch 2011 and then much later with the collective initiative of both French 

and British historians around Bédarida, et al. 1979. Inspired by the latter, Genet and Ruggiu 

2007 provides some recent contributions on the Franco-British exchange from the middle 

ages to the 1960s. The paradigm of the “Second Hundred Years War” is amply commented 

and criticized by Scott 1992 and Crouzet 1996. An emblematic symbol of both the 

interactions and hostilities between France and Britain, the significance of the English 

Channel has been reconsidered by Morieux 2016. It demonstrates that the strength of local 

and provincial identities shared from both sides of the channel were not made redundant by 

the slow creation of a national and maritime border. While Colley 1992 clearly demonstrates 

the birth of a British national sentiment against the French, Conway 2011 inserts the relations 

between France and Britain into a wider European perspective. Against a gradualist or even a 

“glacialist” view of the Ancien Régime, Jones and Wharman 2002 provides a culturalist 

approach stressing the reality of the revolutionary transformations that took place after 1750 

in both countries. 
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 Bédarida, François, Crouzet François, and Johnson Douglas. De Guillaume le 

Conquerant: Dix siècles d’histoire franco-britannique. Paris: A. Michel, 1979. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

A collection of essays that provides a wide-ranging survey, although now a little 

dated, on the Franco-British relations and on a series of comparison on the 1640 and 

1789 revolutions, the respective economic growth of the two countries, and the many 

military encounters. 

Find this resource: 

 Bloch, Marc. “Pour une histoire comparée des sociétés européennes.” In Mélanges 

historiques. By Marc Bloch, 16–40. Paris: CNRS, 2011 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

In this influential essay on comparative history and using English, French, and 

German examples, Marc Bloch establishes some methodological guidelines that are 

still relevant. National borders appear irrelevant in the study of structural and social 

evolutions on an European scale. Its draws attention to the need of reflexivity about 

the absence of a common historical language. First published in 1928. 

Find this resource: 

 Colley, Linda. Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707–1837. New Haven, CT: Yale 

University Press, 1992. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

On the instrumentalization of a constructed Frenchness to allay the British anxieties 

during times of the imperial war and the rise of radical movement 

Find this resource: 

 Conway, Stephen. Britain, Ireland, and Continental Europe in the Eighteenth 

Century: Similarities, Connections, Identities. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. 

DOI: 10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199210855.001.0001Save Citation »Export Citation 
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A stimulating contribution that relocates the British and the Irish in the European 

context beyond the military and diplomatic connections by embracing social and 

cultural subject (migrations, reforms, trade, multiple British identities). 

Find this resource: 

 Crouzet, François. “The Second Hundred Years War: Some Reflections.” French 

History 10.4 (1996): 432–450. 
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A critical and stimulating approach to the notion of the Second Hundred Years War by 

an economic historian. 

Find this resource: 

 Genet, Jean-Philippe, and François-Joseph Ruggiu, eds. Les Idées passent-elles la 

Manche ? Savoirs, représentations, pratiques (France-Angleterre, Xe–XXe siècles). 

Paris: PUPS, 2007. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

A rich publication that includes many articles on a long 18th century and the constant 

cultural and political transfers between the two countries, ranging from parliamentary 

practices and historical models to technological knowledge. 

Find this resource: 

 Jones, Colin, and Dror Wharman. The Age of cultural revolution: Britain and France, 

1750–1820. Berkeley: California Press, 2002. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

Wide ranging essays on Britain and France from a cultural point of view. An 

insightful introduction that retraces the demise of the model of the “dual revolutions” 

(French Revolution vs. Industrial Revolution) and more generally of the attempts to 

establish national comparisons. 

Find this resource: 

 Morieux, Renaud. The Channel. England, France and the Construction of a Maritime 

Border in the Eighteenth Century. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 

2016. 

DOI: 10.1017/CBO9781139600385Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

The channel as a main conduit of circulation rather than a hermetic border and also a 

much wider debate on the idea of transnational history. Starting with a critical analysis 

of the Colley’s anti-French thesis, the introduction outlines some of the key 

historiographical debates on comparative and connected histories. 

Find this resource: 

 Scott, Hamish. “The Second ‘Hundred Years War,’ 1689–1815.” The Historical 

Journal 35.2 (1992): 443–469. 

DOI: 10.1017/S0018246X00025887Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 
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A very useful review of the major contributions around the Franco-British relations in 

a long 18th century notably on diplomacy, state building, privateering, and trade. 

Find this resource: 

Primary Sources 

There is a considerable number of printed sources that deals with the subjects. The Voltaire 

Foundation has been involved in a long-last critical edition of an emblematic author. 

Kekewich 1994 is a very useful anthology with a vast quantity of documents on political and 

social history. Some other anthologies deal with more specific field such as the history of 

science (Bret, et al. 2010) and the Huguenots (Barrell 1989). Travel literature has been too 

often used to provide plenty of quotations to support arguments on the xenophobic or 

cosmopolite nature of the English. Although much dated, the edition of emblematic Young’s 

travels by Betham-Edwards 1889 is now accessible on Gallica. More closely contextualized 

and with much caution, travel narratives could be useful, mostly from a literary perspective. 

On a good presentation of travel writing, see, for example, Bohls, et al. 2005. Cartoons and 

prints have been also mobilized extensively to make similar points on Francophobia or to 

provide illustrative material. When closely studied, they could offer more. Dupuy 2002 offers 

an interesting case study on the representation of Calais. 

 Barrell, Rex A. Antony Ashley Cooper Earl of Shaftesbury and Le Refuge Français 

Correspondence. Studies in British History, Vol. 15. Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen 

Press, 1989. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

A useful compilation of fifty-three letters published from the first time between 

Shaftesbury and French Huguenots such as Pierre Bayle, Pierre Des Maizeaux, and 

Jean Le Clerc. 

Find this resource: 

 Betham-Edwards M. Travels in France by Arthur Young during the Years 1787, 1788, 

1789. London: George Bell and Sons, 1889. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

The British agronomist has visited France at the end of the 1780s. His narration is 

focused on agricultural landscapes and activities description, but it reveals a critical 

approach of absolutism and its abuses by an enlightened man. 

Find this resource: 

 Bohls, Elizabeth A. and Duncan Ian. Travel Writing, 1700–1830: An Anthology. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 
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A general anthology that provides many extracts from British travelers in Europe as 

well as in the colonies. 

Find this resource: 

 Bret, Patrice, Gouzévitch Irina, and Hilaire-Perez Liliane, eds. Les échanges 

techniques entre la France et la Grande-Bretagne (XVIIe–XIXe siècles). Paris: Centre 

de documentation d’histoire des techniques, 2010. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

Various sources from inventors and industrialists from both France and Britain. 

Find this resource: 

 British Museum. The English Satirical Prints 1320–1832. 7 vols. London: Chadwyck-

Healey, 1978. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

An extensive collection from the British Museum of splendidly reproduced prints with 

a useful introduction for each volume, notably by John Brewer. 

Find this resource: 

 Cartoon Prints, British. Library of Congress. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

It provides an important collection on the golden Georgian age of English caricature 

(1770–1820). 

Find this resource: 

 Dupuy, Pascal. Calais vu par Hogarth. Calais, France: Musée des Beaux Arts et de la 

Dentelle de Calais, 2002. 

Save Citation »Export Citation »E-mail Citation » 

A very thorough analysis on the representation of Calais by a specialist of the English 

satirical views on France. 

Find this resource: 

 Kekewich, M. L. Princes and Peoples, France and the British Isles, 1620–1714. 

Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 1994. 
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An excellent collection of primary sources that enable various comparative works on 

social, cultural, and political history. A general introduction provides a stimulating 

reflection on the articulation between sources and historiography. 

Find this resource: 

 Voltaire Foundation. 
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A very useful institution that edited much scholarship on Voltaire and on the Franco-

British relations, mostly from a literary perspective. 

Find this resource: 

Franco-British Comparative Histories 

The comparison between the two political systems was already widespread in the 18th-

century. In the 20th century, Marc Bloch demonstrated the need for more scholarly 

comparisons. At first, they concerned the fields of social and economic history, in peculiar 

during the 1960s and 1970s around the notions of “first industrialization” or the so-called 

18th-century agricultural revolution. From the 1980s and 1990s onward, various European 

comparative research programs were financed to reconstitute the origins of the modern state, 

and this led to the rehabilitation of a comparative political history. At first, this initiative did 

not meet much scrutiny from the British historians who were mostly focused on the emerging 

Atlantic history. Then in the 2000s, new historical Britain and France work appeared that 

better captured the negotiation processes that took place around obtaining consent and the 

various geographical scales through which political power is enacted or contested. 

Embracing National Legacies 

Proponents of a global history may be accused of underestimating the strength of their own 

national background. Ideas are not conceived in the air. As Richter 2006 suggests, 18th-

century contemporaries were already much involved in establishing Franco-British 

juxtaposition from their own philosophical point of view. Circulation of ideas were then 

already hindered by patriotic bias. A similar point can be made in the current historiographies 

where national identity and disciplinary legacies affect the circulation of topics and notions 

(Cosandey and Descimon 2002; Poncet 2010; Meyzie 2017). Some major political upheavals 

were treated very differently in the English and the French historians, the latter developed 

their own singular interpretation of the 17th-century British revolutions as seen by the French 

(Jettot 2012) while Davis 2015 suggests a different take on the popular political contestations 

from what it has been argued before. 

 Cosandey, Fanny, and Robert Descimon. L’absolutisme en France: Histoire et 

historiographie. Paris: Seuil, 2002. 
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A dense survey of an essential and much debated notion inspired from French, British, 

and American historians, notably William Beik. As opposed to the latter’s views, the 

authors rehabilitate the notion of absolutism as a useful epistemological tool in order 

to make sense of the French monarchy’s political evolutions. 
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Very fine presentation of the institutional history and the impact of three French 

traditions of scholarship (law history, the Ecole des Chartes, and the historians) along 

with their mutual influences. Its shows with numerous references the lasting influence 

of the national frames in a historiography’s formation. 
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For a comparison with France, partly based on a chapter in Asch 2014. 
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A pioneering and magisterial book on the sacral kingship in the English and French 

monarchies. It paved the way for posterior works on political rituals and 
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A suggestive approach of comparative historical sociology with a notable neo-

Weberian influence. The French and British cases are prominent in the argument that 

suggests new labels to define the characters of state infrastructures (“bureaucratic 

constitutionalism” in Britain; “patrimonial absolutism” in France) when usually 

distinctions were made between the French monarchy’s administrative dimension 

(following Ernest Lavisse) and the central British state’s weakness. 
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Important overview on the intellectual basis and references (in particular Max Weber 

and his successors; Norbert Elias) of the two comparative research programs on an 

empirical model of birth of the modern state. Reflection on both the English and 

French monarchies occupies the center ground of the article. 
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Important reinterpretation of James II’s reign, notably here from a political point of 

view. The king would have had a profoundly admiration for the French political 

monarchy. While he would have rather followed a Gallican, centralized path, England 

as a country in 1689 went “Dutch” and opted in favor of a liberal and tolerant 

modernity. A thought-provoking but controversial work on the existence of two 

competing models of modernization. 
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within the two political systems. A demonstration, with a renewed approach, on the 

maturity of the English policy. 
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precise account on the fiscal pressures in both monarchies. Along with the major and seminal 

works of Mathias and O’Brien 1976 and Hoffman and Norberg 1994, Nye 2007 offers an 

accurate analysis on the specifics of fiscal policy. A collection of Félix and Dubet 2018 insists 

on the porous limits within the financial and administrative spheres and the resultant tensions. 

A selected reference on numerous works concerning the fiscal-military state gives the 

opportunity to consider the latter notion from a comparative perspective: Brewer 2016 

exposes the author’s retrospective view on his work; Minard 2018 addresses its 

historiographical impact. Beyond the Anglo-British duet, Enciso 2017 adds Spain to the 

interpretative framework and Brewer and Hellmuth 1999 includes the German perspective 

thereby delivering a very stimulating outlook. 
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state as explored in the international historiography. Also includes a contribution by 

Anne L. Murphy on the Bank of England. 
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Although on a British–German perspective, the book offers a wider reflection on the 

18th-century state model with many developments on France. A welcome contribution 

on the need to go beyond the binary opposition between an absolutist military state 

versus the self-regulated, constitutionalist state. 
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A demonstration according to which the French were undertaxed compare to the 
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Political and Administrative Practices 

Similar political practices are notable from both sides of the channel: some of them derive 

from the early modern history such as patronage or clientelism and are pregnant during the 

period; others appeared in conjunction with the rise of the state such as increasing 

bureaucracy or development of state papers and archives. Similar concerns were expressed, 

when it comes to the confusions between public and private interests, to the royal prerogatives 

and to resilience of a civic culture. 

Practices of Monarchical Powers 

Giry-Deloison and Mettam 1995 offers a useful testimony of the importance of the topics of 

patronage and clienteles in the British and French historiographies. The influential works of 

Lewis Namier in Britain and Roland Mousnier in France explain partially this durable 

interest; it was also stimulated by discussions during the 1980s and 1990s with the 

contribution of American historians. Asch, et al. 2011 connects patronages and clienteles with 

the question of corruption. The topic of corruption comes in different forms and shapes, with 

works concerning political corruption such as Kerkhoff, et al. 2013; administrative corruption 

such as Kroeze, et al. 2018; and fiscal corruption such as Félix and Dubet 2018 (cited under 

Comparisons between Fiscal and Financial Systems: General Perspectives). The collective 

work by Reinhard 1996 argues that the relations between states and power elites were 

structured by different rationales in both countries, although some approaches, stressing the 

need to negotiate political authority and to obtain the elites’ “social collaboration” (to use 

William Beik’s expression), allow some relevant comparisons. The two states evolved often 

at the same pace and were equally concerned with reforms, briefly treated by Minard 2009 or 

the organization of the administrative archives (Genet and Ruggiu 2011). 
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A stimulating comparative perspective between Smith and Condorcet on the freedom 

of commerce, sentiments, and natural liberty. Although the two shared a distaste for 

oppressive state economic regulations, the author provides a highly complex picture 
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specialist of the subject. Thébaud-Sorger 2017 on the circulation of knowledge related to air 
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