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Introduction

The quotation that heads this chapter is an enthusiastic reply in 1725 from the Colleton family to a London bookseller, Thomas Wotton, who was then compiling a genealogical directory of all the English baronets (Baronetage). 1 The first edition of this work existed in two versions: a luxury edition sold for six guineas including 500 painted coats of arms, or a cheaper edition for half a guinea with the arms not painted. 2 In 1741 five octavo volumes were sold for £1.15 shillings. Wotton's venture fits into the beginning of serial family directories, which along with the Peerages (lists of Peers) started circulating in Britain from the 1710's onwards. 3 In a 1727 advertisement, Wotton claimed that 500 baronets provided him with some documents either through correspondence or through visits in his own shop in the City. 4 Booksellers' archives are usually quite scarce but in this case, Wotton's epistolary exchanges with roughly 150 families have been well preserved. 5 Far from being limited to the British Isles, the publication of similar volumes could also be witnessed on the continent from the late seventeenth-century onwards. 6 Most historians would agree with Daniel Woolf that after the Restoration, "genealogical knowledge more generally had increased in value as a species of cultural currency" and therefore it became "erratic, undisciplined, or shallow". 7 It may well be that such a debasement was linked to the increasing role of the families in the making of collective and printed genealogies. Along with the debate on the declining quality of genealogical knowledge, we should also address other consequences related to the involvement of a wider pool of customers. The title of Baronet was a relatively recent creation and was 1 Sir John Colleton to Thomas Wotton, in Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, British Library Add. Ms 24120, fol. 213. I am most grateful for the many insightful comments from Caroline Callard, Jost Eickmeyer, Daniel Woolf,Henry French,Markus Friedrich,Julian Pooley and Rosemary Sweet. 2 Daily Post Saturday, July 27, 1728. 3 Collins. The Peerage of England; Wotton. The English Baronets; idem. The English Baronetage. 4 The Craftsman, March 10, 1727. 5 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741. Some highly influential London printers and publishers from a later period have been studied, e.g. John Nichols (1745-1826) by Pooley. A Laborious and Truly Useful Gentleman. 6 On comparable editorial projects in France, Venice or Germany, see Raines. Social Debate and Harmful Publication; Piétri. Les nobiliaires provinciaux; Bauer. Scope, Readership and Economy of Printed Genealogies. 7 Woolf. The Social Circulation of the Past, 113-115. accessible to the emerging mercantile elite. 1226 baronetcies of England and Great Britain were created between 1611 and 1800. Many families such as the Colletons had high pretentions in regard to their ancestry but hardly any documents to substantiate their claims. Slave owners from Barbados, members of the colonial elite in Carolina and recently returned to England (Exeter), the Colletons felt the need to establish some Norman extraction. 8 However, genealogical knowledge was not circumscribed to the invention of a prestigious past. Many families were more interested in providing the latest details on their alliances and offspring as they saw Wotton's Baronetage as a portable gateway to navigate and to be seen in the social circles of London. 9 Sociability and access to a national matrimonial market were at stake. The attraction of an urban polite sphere after the Restoration in 1660 changed the dynamic between local sociability and family identities. Visitations from the heralds of the College of Arms ceased to exist after 1689 and alternative forms of identification were required. 10 As Wotton's Baronetage had the advantage of being printed and circulated throughout Britain, its enabled Baronets to make their ancestors more publicly and widely known than through simple registering at the College of Arms. These compilations stood in between antiquarian publications such as counties histories and ephemeral prints such as gazettes, court and Parliament almanacs and commercial directories. An example of the expansion of print culture in this period, they could be found in circulating libraries as well as in the Coffee houses' catalogues. 11 All these prints were also published and sold by the same prominent London booksellers who resided first in the City (Abel Roper, Arthur Collins) then later in the West end (William Strahan, John Debrett).

The reasons behind the end of the visitations need to be further discussed as they may also reveal a new relationship between families and their ancestral past. 12 For the urban elite as 8 Cf. Colleton Family; on the genealogical practices of the colonial elite, see recently: Ruggiu. Extraction, Wealth and Industry. Those who lived and stayed in the American colonies were also able to develop their own "genealogical literacy" see for example Wulf. Bible, King, and Common Law. 9 One baronet suggested that the Baronetage should be of a manageable size, a "size-letter" format, a "dictionary which people consult on occasion & may be carried up and down" the country. Mark Stuart Pleydell to Wotton, in: Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24121, fol. 173. 10 The heralds were registering the coats of arms and the pedigrees through regular county visitations. As noted by antiquaries such as Samuel Pegge, with the decline of visitations, "gentlemen do well take care of their own Genealogies". Sweet. Antiquaries: The Discovery of the Past, 39. 11 See for example the auction sale catalogue of Charles Macklin's library. My thanks to Markman Ellis for bringing this case to my attention. Markman Ellis. Coffee-House Libraries 12 Commenting on the "breakdown in heraldic authority", Anthony Wagner blamed the Whig grandees for the decline of the College of Arms, "they had little interest in the strict regulation of a privilegethat of bearing arms -which they and the poorest gentry shared", English Genealogy, 117. More recently Henry French argues that individuals became more attached to a truncated, informal "remembered family" than to a formal and long pedigree crafted by discredited heralds. See his forthcoming article: The 'Remembered Family' and Dynastic Senses of Identity.

well as for the landed gentry, printed directories distributed all over Britain were more useful than a copy of a manuscript pedigree from the College of Arms. Furthermore, many among Wotton's correspondents genuinely believed that their participation fitted into a wider enlightened scheme. 13 They saw their involvement, and in particular the disclosure of their archives, as a duty and a largesse to inform and educate the public about certain periods in British history. Many customers demanded to be quoted not only as patrons but also as authors.

Such a publicity was a significant change from the early modern period, when most families were more likely to refute any involvement in the crafting of their genealogies. Indeed, the credibility of their origins was better established if certified by an authority outside the family circle. 14 Our main task is therefore to reconstitute the successive stages in the making of these family directories. Our understanding is that they deserved to be closely scrutinised as they were linked to many social interactions both within and outside family circles. In a first section, the role of kinship will be assessed, by successively taking into account the answers sent by the Baronets, their closest kin and collaterals. Wotton's enquiry was primarily aimed at the titleholders but families did not work as enclosed nuclear units but rather as extended networks.

Several studies on the eighteenth century have demonstrated the resilience of a flexible kinship, which coexisted with smaller nuclear families. 15 As far as genealogical enquiries were concerned, it seems that titleholders relied on the resources and knowledge of their younger brothers, sisters, nephews and even remote cousins. The making of these family directories provided an opportunity to test the relations of solidarity and dependence within the kinship. 16 Secondly, families will be considered from a wider context and by taking into account their interactions with other families and antiquaries. Far from acting in isolation, they were linked by local ties or by a common political agenda and were answering Wotton's request in a concerted manner. The counties of Yorkshire, Essex and Kent provide some illustrations of such phenomenon. While the idea of a "county community" has been criticized by most social historians as it could lead to imagine a self-sufficient world, in the eighteenth-century English 13 Adam Fox has stressed the importance of printed inquiry and questionnaire in the learned societies of the later seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Fox. Printed Questionnaires, Research Networks and the Discovery of the British Isles. 14 « Il est essentiel que la généalogie se donne comme une oeuvre extérieure à la famille ou à l'individu qui en est l'auteur. Si certains gentilshommes, rares, sont capables de dresser leur généalogie, ils n'en laissent rien paraître préférant l'anonymat à l'exposition de leur identité ». Poncet. Cercles savants,112. 15 On this subject, see a recent synthesis by Tadmor. Early Modern English Kinship. 16 The memoirs of Ambrose Barnes as studied by François-Joseph Ruggiu shed a light on the antiquarian tastes shared both by a merchant from Newcastle, and his cousins from the landed gentry: Ruggiu. The Urban Gentry in England. Gauci, Un apprentissage imperial : William Beckford et la cité de Londres. counties retained a strong sense of identity and purpose. 17 They even remained the privileged framework from which administrative and social enquiries were conducted well up to the late nineteenth-century. 18 Finally, the last stage of the production will be considered through the editorial process of the Baronetages. Wotton refused to be seen as a genealogist but as an "undertaker" unlike other compilers such as Arthur Collins, the self-proclaimed "author" of the first Peerages. 19 Nonetheless, confronted with the many and often contradictory expectations of his customers and with their limited memory of their own past, he was forced to take the centre stage and to intervene in many ways in the making of the printed version. 20 In this last phase, gender as well as social criteria also played a decisive role.

I.

Within the kinship: a wide range of participants

Aiming at the Baronets

As titleholder and head of the families, the baronets were the prime addressees of Wotton's enquiry. Baronetcies were granted to an individual and his direct male line and if the older son failed himself to produce a legitimate son, the title would be inherited by the younger sons.

Some could also inherit the title via the female line but it usually required a change of name and was often followed by the succession to property. 21 There was also a fair amount of failure of male heirs and the extinction rate was considerable.

Prior to the 1727 edition, Wotton sent a personal letter to the living baronets, including a draft of their pedigree and a printed message which encouraged them to provide some information about their past: "I thought it proper to write first to the families, in order to have not only a perfect account of them but also that nothing might be inserted that should be displeasing to them." 22 The last part of the sentence was a sort of veiled threat in order to obtain a response. For the second edition in 1739, in his letters he insisted mostly on the need to 1717 Cf. Holmes. The County Community; Hughes. Warwickshire on the Eve of the Civil War; Sweet. The Writing of Urban Histories, 37-45. 18 Barbara English noted that the vast enquiry on the landowners led by John Bateman in 1883 was still countybased as "England seemed wedded to the county system". English. Bateman Revisited, 89.

19 "All the families that have not already sent in their family accounts, are desir'd to do so as soon as possible to the undertaker Tho. Wotton, against the St. Dunstan's Church in Fleet-Street, where specimens of the work may be seen", The Daily Post, issue 1842, August 20, 1725. In a letter to Robert Walpole, Arthur Collins saw himself an author working for a patron: "tis customary for authors to shew their patrons their dedications", in The Cholmondeley Papers, Cambridge University Library, Ch (H), 1, 2307, Fol.1, August, 11 1734. 20 The circulation of genealogical discourse shared many similarities with the social construction of scientific knowledge. In that regard Steven Shapin's work on the Social history of Truth proved to be most inspiring. 21 Roebuck. Yorkshire Baronets 1640-1760, 279. 22 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, BL Add. Ms 24120, fol. 1.

transmit "memoirs and monumental inscriptions". 23 Unlike later compilers such as John Debrett or John Burke, Wotton did not send a printed questionnaire with a systematic list of data to be provided by the families 24 . It may well be that Wotton had been warned against such proceedings by the failure of Brown Willis, a Buckinghamshire antiquary who obtained in 1720 only twenty-seven answers from his queries. 25 Out of 150 families who answered his letters, only a dozen baronets provided a complete genealogy. They were often linked to some famous antiquaries, with well-established collections. John Evelyn was the son of the famous writer, diarist and gardener John Evelyn (1620-1706) and also a fellow of the Royal Society. He was known to have built a 45-foot-long library at his family seat in Surrey and sent Wotton a very detailed account. 26 Thomas Pope Blount of Tittenhanger gave a forty page narrative including all the proofs one can imagine and he drew most of his reference from a 1695 printed biography of his ancestor Charles Blount. 27 Pope Blount recalled that his ancestor was a friend of the antiquaries William Dugdale and Anthony Wood and had been nicknamed the "Socrates of ye age" for all his publications. 28

These were, however, marginal examples. The vast majority had no ready-made pedigree but detained one or two proofs of their claims and their personal memory did not extend beyond three generations. To make up for their shortcomings, they tapped into accessible printed references in their libraries, though they also referred to monumental inscriptions, family papers and artefacts. As a period of increased cultural consumption, the eighteenth-century book market provided a wider gamut of references. Most Baronets drew most of their knowledge from a few reference books such as William Camden's Britannia or Peter Heylyn's Help to English History, which went through many editions. 29 They were often used to add some striking anecdotes. John Trevelyan wrote:

Camden thought in his Britannia not below his gravity to acquaint his readers with a remarquable tradition amongst the inhabitants of Cornwall […] that one of the Trevelyan's at the time of the inundation swam from thence to land on horseback and save himself from the Deluge whence the family in memory thereof have born in their coat armour a land horse issuing out of the wave. 30 Some Baronet used rarer prints transmitted within the family: a parliamentary speech, a sermon or a printed funeral inscription. One Robert Adam from London alluded to a copy of "a printed sermon dedicated to my father" about his grand-father's deeds. 31 As for the monumental inscriptions, some correspondents explained in detail how they went to neighbouring churches to find the funeral escutcheons and monumental inscriptions, 32 while others dedicated several pages to some significant objects in their possession: a bible, a coat of arms, heraldic glass, rings, goblets, textile, furniture. One Robert Barnardiston held a sculpture of his ancestor, which "seems to be very ancient". 33 William Gage refers to "a very curious specimen of embroidery, being the fine lawn shirt that belonged to Arthur, Prince of Wales, son of King Henry VII and which was given to the late Mr. Gage Rokewode by the Countess de Front […] and a small mazer or grace cup, with silver band". 34 Some also invited Wotton to see for himself. A certain Adolphus Oughton asked him to come to his London house at Hanover Square to show his coat of arms engraved on his furniture, adding that he was "not herald enough to know how to blazon" and that Wotton "may take them singly or with their quartering off some escutcheons". 35

Family and public records

Hence most of the baronets displayed heterogeneous collections mixing printed references with family relics. Holding those precious items was part and parcel of the baronets' prevalence within their kinship. Nonetheless this scattered material in possession of the Baronets needed to be endorsed and supplemented by more reliable and external sources. As most baronets did not know much about their past, they launched a wider investigation within and outside their kinship circles. Wives, aunts and sisters played prominent parts in this quest and represented roughly ten per cent of Wotton's correspondents. For the time being, we will consider the family members who had privileged access to some public records. The following chart details the 30 John Trevelyan of Nettlecombe, in Here with the cases of the town clerks and clergy, we find the two usual main channels of communication "with authority" identified by Jonathan Barry for the late seventeenthcentury Bristol. Far from being superseded by the printed word, oral and written testimonies by individuals representing the civic authorities and the church were still highly influential. 37 Town clerks, parish registers and City recorders had privileged access to the urban repositories and provided some authoritative documents such as probates, polls and urban chronicles 38 .

They should not be discarded as irrelevant in the eighteenth century as chronicles did not

represent "an old-fashioned and parochial approach to the city's past". 39 William Cann, as a Bristol city clerk, had enough resources to provide, on his older brother's request, a pedigree entirely focused on the landed and civic past of the familytheir ancestors included a former mayor of Bristol who then acquired some propertywhich enabled William to conceal their investment in the sugar plantations of the West Indies. 40 Bristol was very unusual in the richness of its chronicling tradition (and widespread ownership of such chronicles) and the preservation of wills. 41 Thomas Egerton, in charge of the Parish register at Cheadle (Cheshire) provided

Wotton with some further elements about his nephew's ancestor. He also added:

It would please better if after the account of each family there were a blank of a page [...] left for making such alteration with a pen as may hereafter happen in each family;

for want of this the book in ye course of 8 or 10 years becomes in many respects useless.

With some more blank pages, the book would be most useful for the whole family as each member would be able to add some further details. 42 There are also several examples of the Anglican clergy's participation. Rectors and curates referred to their inquiries into the parish registers but also to their networks of colleagues and local antiquaries. One baronet, Sir Robert Hildyard, acknowledged his complete ignorance of his ancestors and relied on his brother Christopher, a rector near Hull. Christopher managed to collect further information from a cousin bookseller in Lincolnshire and from some fellow clergymen who provided some useful monumental inscriptions in the East Riding churches.

Christopher also added some personal recollections about his family name, stating that he had "several times heard Sr Robert the first baronet and his brother Christopher of the city of York 37 Barry. Communicating with Authority. 38 Tittler. The Face of the City. 39 Sweet. The Writing of Urban Histories, 98. 40 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, BL Add. Ms 24120, fol. 181. 41 My thanks to Roey Sweet for having stressed the peculiarity of the Bristol's archives. 42 Ibid., fol. 295.

councillor at law who was a good antiquary affirm ye Hildyard was a Saxon family". 43 Here even from the point of view of scholarly clergymen, oral testimonies, far from being discarded, were still seen as reliable as long as they came from a baronet or from a close member of his kin. 44 One could add a third channel of communication, namely the individuals located in an academic environment. Wotton sent his enquiry to Thomas Brooke, Baronet of Norton (Cheshire). Brook was actually too old to reply and so his son passed along the letter to his own son, Richard, who was then student at Brasenose College. Richard replied to Wotton that he had "neither the patent nor any book here" which could help to furnish the date of a famous ancestor. Some "hints" were found in Camden's Britannia. 45 In this case, the academic credentials of Richard Brooke were more important than his vague knowledge of the family past. By the same token, Richard Ernle, fellow at All Souls, was asked to reply by his older brother who was a bachelor. Ernle used a very popular reference, namely Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, to mention his ancestor's deed in favour of Charles I at the battle of Shrewsbury. 46 Again, as for Brooke, Ernle's academic distinction was more important than the nature of his contribution.

So it becomes obvious that branches of families tended to band together in contributing to this vast circulation of knowledge. More than a disinterested antiquarian pursuit, it was rather guided by strong and conflicting emotions. Sometimes the emotions were of a positive kind:

the solidarity and affection displayed among the kin. Personal interests were also part of the equation. Most families managed to retain the title only as a result of the succession of uncle, nephews, cousins and grandchildren. Many younger brothers and nephews noted above were actually likely to inherit the title and so they had a vested interest in collaborating in order to craft a good pedigree in order to assert their right to the property.

II. Friends and neighbours in the counties

Local information communities

While the participation of the baronets and their kin was essential to the authority of concerted effort by families in the neighbourhood and the counties. Often, as it had been clearly demonstrated in recent works, the distinction between kinship, servants or friends was blurred.

Hence Sir George Lucy, while away on his grand tour, trusted Philippa Hayes, his housekeeper at Charlecote (Warwickshire), to dig into the family papers and provide Wotton with some details. In her letter to the bookseller, Philippa, a highly literate woman wrote back adding a detailed pedigree. She acknowledged the help of George's former tutor in Oxford: a certain Godwyn depicted as "bookworm, fellow of Baliol college". 47 Charles Godwyn (1701-1770)

was indeed a respected antiquary and fellow of Balliol mostly renowned for his collection of coins and medals. In the making of Wotton's Baronetages, there are indeed many scattered examples of "friends" and neighbours intervening in the process. Wotton himself in several advertisements recommended to the Baronets' "friends" to come forward and provide the missing links. 48 Most of the surviving copies of the Baronetages abound with marginalia and were used by contemporaries as antiquarian reference books as well as mundane scrapbooks where the latest events (births, wedding, deaths) in the neighbouring families were reported.

In the early modern England, the mobilisation of neighbours and friends in the production of genealogical knowledge has been studied in a perceptive manner. Before 1688, Heralds would meet the heads of the families in taverns, in their own houses or during the assize sessions.

Their visitations actually required a much stronger collaborative phase, but "the preparatory background papers of the visiting heralds, their working notes and correspondence with local agents, officials and families, have rarely been studied". 49 Counties became the main, though not exclusive, channel through which genealogies were produced and many studies have explored its richness in term of architecture, paintings and literary discourses. As Richard Cust puts it in his case study of Cheshire: "a hundred years between the 1560s and the era of the Restoration, the English elite engaged in a concerted effort to perpetuate and celebrate their lineage and ancestry". 50 In many estates, county books of arms were replicated on a wider scale on large painted friezes and galleries of portraits. Similarly, many gentry families got involved in the making of county histories, maps or poems.

Increasingly, to navigate in the vast and unfamiliar urban world, notably in London, families started to rely on directories such as the one published by Thomas Wotton. However, this dominating form of metropolitan sociabilities were counterbalanced by the renewal of local, 47 Ibid., Ms 24121, fol. 59. 48 Referring to the missing baronets, Wotton added "if any of their friends or relations will favour the undertaker with any of the aforesaid account", The Craftsman (1726), London, March 10, 1727. 49 Ailes. Can we trust the Genealogical Record? 50 Cust. The Material Culture of Lineage. Broadway. ''No historie so meete'.

urban and county circles of sociability which proved remarkably resilient in the eighteenth century. 51 The production of genealogical knowledge did remain scattered throughout the kingdom. Hence, even though his baronetages were organized in an alphabetical order, Thomas

Wotton organized his vast crowd-sourcing on a county-based order. He still recognized William Dugdale's Antiquities of Warwickshire (1656) as his prime source of inspiration for his own work: "[W]hat I print is to show the antiquity and rise of the family and the great men of it. It will be a large volume after the manner of Dugdale's Warwickshire." 52 Similarly, many of his correspondents drew from similar county histories most of their knowledge about their own ancestors. Among them, thirty-three held a seat in the Commons, some of them representing a county. 53 For these individuals, their attachment to the county was also strengthened by their political engagement. The local histories on which they relied still conveyed "a sense of local patriotism (which) was again of considerable importance." 54 Far from being stuck in a nostalgic past, they were meant to be more socially inclusive and to take into account as one county historian puts it: some "interesting Accounts of the Manners of the Inhabitants, of their Pastimes, their Histories and their Usages; their particularities of Dialect and Adages". 55 To better assess the mobilisation of county networks in the making of Wotton Baronetages, the respective case of Yorkshire, Essex and Kent will be considered.

Wotton and some Yorkshire correspondents

Yorkshire offers a relevant case study as the county was overrepresented among Nonetheless Roger Beckwith was keen to portray himself to Wotton as the main purveyor of knowledge on the Yorkshire gentry by collecting material relating to other families. It may well be that he recent ascent to gentry status accounted for his antiquarian interest. The reason behind

Beckwith's zeal for this directory is not obvious, since he had no living male heir himself. It Cayley (Brompton), Marwood (Little Busby), Pennyman (Ormsby), Graham (Norton Conyers), Tancred (Boroughbridge), Tempest (Bracewell), Wentworth, (Bretton), Vavasour (Hazelwood), Ashton (Middleton). Along with the decisive contribution from Beckwith, it is very likely that Wotton's initiative was discussed in Leeds and York during civic balls or assizes or quarter sessions. There was also the annual feast of the "principal gentlemen" of Yorkshire at the Merchant Tailors' Hall in York. 63

Brokers in some homes counties

Wotton's networks in Kent and Essex were of a different nature. There, he mainly relied on a few antiquaries who supplied him with specific information by acting as brokers between the families and himself.

In Essex, he set himself on a prolonged correspondence with William Holman, a nonconformist cleric based in Halstead from 1700 until his death on 4 November 1730. Holman's long term standing in Essex and the vast network of correspondents built throughout those years enabled him to gain the trust of many families. As an example, Holman thanked one of his correspondent for having use of his name "which gave me access to ye old writing in ye vestry relating to the Barrington family [...] or else I could have done nothing but lost myself in a wilderness". 64 Well connected with some Whig baronets and with the main heralds of the College of Arms, Holman had direct access to repositories that were closed to Wotton. His research into the history of Essex benefited from "a male gentry sympathetic and even mildly interested" and the zealous assistance of many "wives, aunts and sisters for reliable genealogical information". 65 Through his friend Humfrey Wanley, the first keeper of the Harleian Library, Holman had access to a vast collection of family documents. 

Religion and

The Works of Sir Francis Bacon in 4 volumes. 67 Holman was hoping to be published and Wotton acknowledged his contribution in his preface. 68 After the first edition in 1727, their relation went sour, Holman never got back to Wotton's letters. Holman desired to have the History of Essex published and it is likely that Wotton refused to publish it, at least on the terms required by the reverend.

In Kent, Wotton relied on John Thorpe from Rochester who collected a large number of pedigrees and local records which were published after his death. In the Regestrum Roffense.

In the preface, he is described tracing out sepulchral inscriptions and coats of arms on monuments, and searching "in the midst of woods, over-run with bushes and brambles". 69 The The vast crowd sourcing among the families and throughout the counties led Wotton to accumulate a considerable number of letters, coat of arms and diagrams (800 folios between 1725 and 1740). Wotton elicited from his customers hundreds of manuscripts and prints: copies of charters, visitations books, urban chronicles and printed extracts ranging from printed obituaries in the gazettes to bookplates and ready-made biographies. The final result accounts for the highly heterogeneous material provided by the families. Some baronets were given dozens of pages of elaborate narratives while others were abruptly dealt with in a few lines. 73 Wotton refused to take any responsibility for this unsatisfying result and laid the blame on the unequal participation of his customers. 74 However, Wotton protested too much as he consciously altered texts that came into his hands and transformed many narratives on his own initiative. First, he conceded that he did "his best toward filling upon the chasm" to be found in many defective accounts provided by baronets 75 . Part of his contribution also involved censoring certain correspondents whose contributions he deemed suspicious or improper (notably from women and commoners). At last, he was also in the difficult position of having to choose between competing sources of information. In this respect, negotiating skills were of great importance.

son

"Filling up the chasm"

The first major difficulty relates to the many gaps in much of the documentation Wotton had to fill in. He frequently complained about the lack of genealogical literacy. Along with the impoverishment of some families that he mentioned in his letters to Thorpe, Wotton also lamented a widespread lack of interest. 76 However, some correspondents attributed their shortcomings to their age or to some unpredictable circumstances. The age factor was decisive for Charles Crisp who, at the age of fifty-nine, referred to his dysfunctional memory. He mentioned only his grandfather, as "it is all that I can recollect out of my own head". 77 Perhaps such a memory lapse could also be attributed to his ancestors' involvement in the slave trade.

One William Irby, at thirty-three, blamed the ignorance and the foolishness of his youth which 73 In his 1727 preface, Wotton warned the public that in "most accounts" Baronets stuck to their own "particular methods" and he wished that if "every one of this order sent in their accounts perfect and regular, this might have been printed in handsome manner in folio". The English Baronets, preface, v.

74 "The editor […] shall have no need to bespeak the readers farther excuse, as to the defects observable in such accounts, for which the families themselves, and not we, will be accountable to them". Wotton. The English Baronetage, preface, ii.

75 "Many others have still continued silent to our call upon them (..) we have not failed doing our best towards filling up the chasm to be found in them." Ibid. 76 "Some were such strangers to the Glory of the ancestors and the future honour of their families, as not to be prevailed on, by repeated solicitations to spare a moment in furnishing one single material". vii: 77 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24120, fols. 223-4. distracted him from enquiring into his past. 78 Another, Thomas Carew complained about the many homonyms, which much obscured his lineage: "I am somewhat uncertain about the succeeding John then Thomas or then John again or whether theses Johns were but one man". 79 Common explanations also included the destructions during the civil war. One Musgrave explained that in his pedigree "ye steps form the conquest to the Civil war was too wide" adding that "ye reason for this is yt all the records of that family perished in ye flames in Scalibye Castle […] burned by ye usurpers partisans". 80

There were various reasons why many Baronets and their families were unable comply with Wotton's enquiry, though it is worth mentioning that they often trusted him to fill in the gaps. As they generally possessed a biographical memory of their immediate forbears, they relied on him to add depth to their earlier ancestry. It is significant that the recent baronets who wrote to Wotton had not registered their pedigree at the College of Arms 81 . At £30 for a grant of arms and £1 for a copy of a pedigree with 9 descents, they may have been discouraged by the costs. 82 But as most recent baronets were of a wealthy and mercantile background, it is unlikely that the cost of registering was the main reason for their failure to do so. Wotton was not a herald and few of his customers would have expected him to produce a continuous and well-documented pedigree. They were more interested in gaining publicity for their name and for their immediate forbears. Henry Gouch, for example, was a Member of Parliament and an East Indian merchant who had recently been distinguished by the title of baronet in 1728. He acknowledged:

Being entirely unacquainted with the pedigree [...], not being sufficiently versed in this sort of learning to make anything of it myself nor solicitous about it.

[…] I thought do better than send you an account of the person from whom I am immediately derived. 83 Gouch was unapologetic about his lack of interest in family history and so limited his involvement in providing information on his father's activities in the Levant trade. What he required of Wotton was to provide some antiquarian gloss to his origins. And so in a pragmatic and inclusive move, Wotton strengthened Gouch's narrative by adding further references. He printed the father's biography given by his son and added some genealogical depth by referring 78 "I have no relation alive who can trace pedigree […] having omitted those inquiryes when young & happening to survive all those relation" Ibid., Ms 24121, fol. 2. 79 Ibid., Ms 24120, fol. 182. 80 Ibid., Ms 24121, fol. 115. 81 In the Grant registers (College of Arms, items 1583-5, vol. 6 to 8: 1700-1740), Wotton's customers are nowhere to be seen apart from a few exceptions. 82 Leake. Heraldo memoriale, 58. 83 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24120, 1740. fol. 387. to Dugdale's Antiquities of Warwickshire. He also established that the older branch of his family was linked to the grandson of "the famous Sir William Dugdale". 84 So in the footnotes, Gouch and Dugdale coexisted thus granting to the family information a higher status without going very far back. As Anthony Grafton reminded us, the footnote was a powerful scholarly "apparatus" aimed at a more demanding and erudite public". 85 Wotton used them in a systematic manner in order to improve the reliability of the family input and place them on a par with respected antiquaries.

There was nothing systematic about the compiler's interference. In many cases, he would limit his intervention to rewriting and erasing a few sentences when they were seen as too confusing.

Adolphus Oughton admitted to be "so little skilled in genealogical affairs" and trusted Wotton to "methodize in the manner most suitable to your design". 86 Among various confusing statements on ancestors, Oughton recalled that in the fifteenth century "John the Grandson of Robert very much impaired the estate which however Thomas the grandson of John and my great-great-grandfather in some measure repaired". 87 

Censorship

As we can see from the previous examples, Wotton proved himself very accommodating with the Baronets but did not hesitate to censor some correspondents because of their social inferiority or their gender. It is worth noting that the decisive contribution of his female correspondents is not acknowledged. While Wotton welcomed their assistance, he was reluctant to formally recognise it. None of his female correspondents are mentioned in the footnotes. For example, Anne Guise of Elmore, the younger daughter of the second Baronet John Guise (c.1654-95), provided a vast amount of information. Anne complained about her older brother's lack of response, as she asked him to give "an account of his race but since you say he neglects it, you shall have what my memory furnishes", hoping that Wotton would fill the gaps "out of 84 Wotton. The English Baronetage, IV, 419-420. 85 Grafton. The Footnote, 9-10. 86 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24121, fol. 135. 87 Ibid., fol. 135. 88 Wotton. The English Baronet, III, 191. the public offices". 89 Her grand-father, Christopher Guise, had composed a long memoir which was based on as he puts it: "the papers and evidences in mine owne custody, without going to the Heralds Office". 90 The Guises had prided themselves for their ability to establish their pedigree without the help of any external institution. But according to Anne, her brother's refusal to commit himself would force Wotton to rely on her memory and on the College of Arms. Her brother was John, the third Baronet and whig MP (Great Marlow and Gloucestershire). He could not fairly be accused of ignoring his ancestral past as he continued the writing of the memoirs undertaken by their grand-father, adding that he was "desiring extreamly to maintain that popularity my father has gained". 91 Why then did he refuse to not only comply with Wotton's enquiry but also to prevent his sister from accessing the archives? 92 His own memoir provides some clues.

Indeed he did not express much affection for his "bookish" sister and her poor "popish" husband whom she married against his wish:

My sister fell in love with Edward Blount Esqr (…). His person was very disagreeable, but his conversation insinuating, and having go the reputation of a wit and critic, tho I think without reason, being also tolerably skill'd in the Greek and Latin tongues, he pleas'd her bookish humour. Shee read the Greek and Latin authors translated, but wished shee could have done it in the originall, which desire of hers he being in some measure able to supply, shee thought shee could not joyn herself to a more useful husband. In short 'tis very hard to account for her choice. 93 What was problematic was not only the foolish academic ambitions of his sister which made her unable to build a serious discourse but the fact that she allied herself to the Catholic archenemy to the point of converting herself to the much-abhorred faith. The family papers should not therefore fall into the wrong pair of hands. Politics, gender and religious issues were at stake. Her husband was certainly no friend to John Guise. One his correspondents, Alexander

Pope on his visit to the Guise seat at Rendcomb Hall, had exchanged with him some joke about the Guise's dynastic pride. Saturated with portraits, the family seat where Anne was brought up 89 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24120, fol. 401. 90 The memoirs of the Guises had been published by the Camden Society (new series, 28, 1917). My thanks to Henry French for bringing this source to my attention. 91 Memoirs, op. cit., 138 92 She deplored "not having any archives of the family". It seems that in the editing phase, the women's input was simply made invisible. Even though it was decisive, their role in the production of genealogical knowledge remained contentious.

One commonplace was the accusation of recklessness, preferably towards women. Among

Wotton's customers, there are the usual stories about a clueless woman who destroyed the family papers. Francis Hildyard complained that an "ignorant gentlewoman" had cut thirty folios of the family book to start a fire. 98 In his reflection on "The Feminine Past", Daniel Woolf argued that the deprecation of women was linked in the second half of the seventeenth-century to the attempt to distinguish history from other "scholarly genres such as genealogy, chronology, natural history and antiquarian topography". 99 By avoiding any reference to his female contributors, Wotton was probably keen to portray his publication as a historical work.

In both his prefaces, Wotton insisted on the masculine value of his enterprise dedicated to men "which are animated to a pursuit of noble and worthy actions, by seeing the examples of others and especially of their forefathers". 100 In this specific case, the fabric of family history led to the eradication of women from the printed version.

Censorship also applied when Wotton was confronted with family feuds. In some cases, the genealogical investigation offered an opportunity to settle or relaunch old disputes. The 94 "I am well pleased to date this from a place so well known to Mrs Blount, where I write as if I were dictated to her ancestors, whose faces are all upon me. I fear none so much as Sir Christopher Guise, who was, being in his shirt, seems as ready to combat me, as her own sir John was to demolish Duke Lancaster". 3 October 1721 (quoted in Memoirs, op. cit., 98.) 95 She was aspiring to a long lineage dating back from the Norman Conquest while her Grand-father and her brother in the family memoir were in favour of a shorter, "remembered family". On this fundamental distinction, see French, 'The Remembered Family' and Dynastic Senses of Identity".

96 "I know their family (Atkyns) & ours were never great friends, however I hope he was gentleman enough to do justice of which you may be certified if you will take the pain to look into the doomsday book and the other records in the heralds office […]. I hope to be in town time enough to find the name of the lady first wife to Sr John Blount". Ibid., Ms 24120, fol. 402. 97 Wotton. The English Baronetages, II, 370, and III.1, 316. 98 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24120, fol. 431. 99 Woolf. A Feminine Past?, 648 ; On the durability, without being hegemonic of some male values, of such values as honour and authority within the elite see French. Man's Estate. 100 Wotton. The English Baronets, preface, i. challenge lies in the conflicting narratives, which Wotton had to reconcile. Through his secretary, one James Ashe, disavowed by his mother for marrying against her will, asked "not to seek out for any farther information whether true or false" about his brothers and sisters. 101 And so Wotton merely stated that Ashe's father "had issue several daughters and one son".102 

In another letter, a "friend" of Henry-John Parker instructed 

Last-minute negotiations

And finally, there lies a third difficulty, which was the need to arbitrate between conflicting narratives and so to manoeuvre in a difficult social context. 109 As the grandson of a grocer, Wotton had no title or distinction to rely on apart from being a member of the Stationers Company. Wotton's subaltern position did not help, but he had more difficulty defending himself against charges of being 'mercenary'. Hence, many families complained of being treated unjustly. On some occasions, Wotton would also try and convince the Baronets to amend certain details when he had some more reliable sources. When we compare two pedigrees in Wotton's possession concerning the Martins, we can reconstitute the complete redrafting of the family's version. Extensive changes were necessary: Wotton had some more convincing funeral inscriptions than the Martins and so they were required to abandon a socalled fourteenth-century pedigree. 110 To convince his correspondent, Wotton tried to engage him on a more personal level. So he invited Martin to drink "a bottle together" in the City and afterwards Martin, this "hearty and merry old gentleman", finally accepted the modifications. 111 Most of the time, Wotton was trying hard to please his customers and by doing so, he let the inconsistencies between the accounts remain visible.

Sometimes the arrangement failed and led to a long and bitter exchange of letters. Some families were discarded from the publication, either because their claims to the title were too dubious ore their pedigrees were too fanciful. For example, Sir Thomas J'Anson had promised to give a substantial and "liberal" amount of money to finance the publication: "I look on mine

[family] to have a place therein". 112 As he had been forgotten in the first edition, he complained about this unfair treatment: "should you pass my family by in silence on this occasion, it will 108 In the Times, John Burke advertised his 1829 publication by claiming that "The editor's attention having been directed to collaterals, he has introduced all those who come within the most remote remaindership of family honours" and included more than Fifteen hundred families. 23 January 1829. 109 Comparable negotiations took place within the antiquarian community: "Antiquarianism was not class neutral, but it did provide a language within which people from very different backgrounds could communicate and exchange information. It was sustained by a complex system of exchange, with relationships both of equality and deference, in which there was often a clear disparity of wealth and status between the correspondents." Sweet, Antiquaries: The Discovery of the Past, 60. 110 See the manuscript accounts provided by Holman and the Baronets: . After some continued residence in England they new modelld their name by putting a stop between ye J and ye A". 115 One can easily pretend to descend from the Norman but a reference to eighteenth-century Jansenism was more embarrassing. The public was more lenient on many fictions relating to the remote ancestors but contemporary phenomenasuch as the Jansenist crisis much discussed in Britainwere scrutinized with a more critical eye. 116 Instances such as these reveal something about families' expectations, as these were punctured or disappointed by the genealogist's researches. Only then are we able to flesh out the extent of their involvement in the making of their ancestors' narrative.

Wotton also excluded dozens of families who were trying to pretend their title was not extinct and those who wanted to be seen as English whereas they belonged to the inferior title of Nova Scotia Baronet. 117 As a conciliatory gesture, he placed them all in the annexe pages along with a few hundred names of knights distinguished in 1660. Wotton had to undertake a painstaking editorial work. He had to strike a difficult balance between integrating as many family claims as possible while maintaining the general credibility of the publication. 118

Conclusion

The production of genealogical knowledge in Britain relied on many circles of sociability, ranging from family networks, county communities to the metropolis. From 1700 onwards, 113 Ibid. 114 "We had, nevertheless some thoughts of publishing the accounts of Sir Thomas J'Anson, Sir James Bunce, Sir William Courtenay and some others whose ancestors procured a sign-manual for this title, but never took out their patents for it; and as they still labour under this defect, we have therefore omitted them in this present edition." Wotton. The English Baronetage, I, v-vi. 115 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24121, fol. 10. 116 , Ms 24121, fol. 10. 116 On this point, see Palmer, Jansenism and England. 117 The title was created in 1624. Grantees were offered thousands of acres of land in America. 118 Confronted to the Lords expectation, Arthur Collins, the publisher of the Peerage had even less room for maneuver. According to Horace Round, Collins was "lacking, possibly from his want of means, in that manly independence which made Dugdale refuse to flatter family pride. His work is crammed with ludicrous genealogy, taken from the old heraldic pedigrees in the possession of ennobled houses" Round, Family Origins, 7-8. some influential London booksellers started publishing large volumes and pocket books on the nobility and the upper Gentry (Peerages and Baronetages and the Gentleman's Magazine). The crafting of these compilations depended on an abundant exchange of letters between the London booksellers and the British families. Often mocked and satirized in plays and novels, most famously in Jane Austen's Persuasion, these publications were nonetheless commercially successful as they were increasingly sold in various formats: initially in luxurious folio and then in octavo and duodecimo editions which were aimed at the middle sorts. Their popularity stemmed from the close involvement of the families in their making. As the demographic of the eighteenth-century elite had been deeply transformedthrough the death of many elder sons and the influx of many newcomers from the City and the coloniesit was therefore essential to create the illusion of a "rooted" past. 119 The subscribers were also keen to have their own genealogies known to the public but also to demonstrate their ability to contribute to a useful family directory. Similarly, as a sign of a changing society in which honour and birth became less intertwined, families felt less the need to entrust the defence of their past to a famous genealogist. Their archives were actively maintained and mobilised by various members according to their own needs120 .

In the case of Thomas Wotton's English Baronetages, published in 1727 and 1741, we are able to very closely assess the family input in the crowd sourcing as well as in the compiling and editing stages of the edition. The production of genealogical knowledge closely depended on the social constraints within which the publisher had to operate. Thomas Wotton had to navigate between conflicting contributions, many dubious claims and a considerable number of letters. We should not dismiss these sources too easily since they provide some insight into the archives of many families and convey some clues as to why eighteenth-century elites were still interested in setting forth a narrative about their ancestors. The quest for one's ancestors could be considered a timeless preoccupation in many societies but it generated different kinds of sources to which the historians have not paid adequate attention. Eighteenth-century family directories attest to a continuing genealogical appetite in Britain which deserves to be more closely scrutinised.
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  of a wealthy landowner in Penshurst, Thorpe was an Oxford doctor of Physic and since 1705 a member of the Royal Society. He assisted Hans Sloane in the publication of the Philosophical Transactions and then established himself in Rochester for thirty-five years. A member of the Society of Antiquaries, Thorpe also maintained some close connexions with London and the City where Wotton was established. The Society attracted many members of the Upper-gentry, such as the Kentish Baronet Thomas Palmer. As with the Essex gentry, Wotton complained of the refusal of most Kentish baronets to assist him, only 8 families got back to him out of a total of 32 living Kentish baronets. 70 Wotton believed that the lack of cooperation from some families partly derived from their declining social position. He alluded to the case of the Heymans: "ye ffamilly is reducd & very poor & that reason may in a great measure satisfy ye world, why an acct of yt ffamilly could not be got". 71 Whatever the reasons for the families refusing to comply with Wotton's enquiry, the contribution of well-established antiquaries in each county proved to be instrumental in the completion of the Baronetage. 72 III. The crafting of the final product 67 Thomas Wotton to William Holman (1724), Essex RO, D/Y 1/1/

  Wotton tried to make sense of the last passage by reformulating it into simpler and shorter sentences: John Oughton, from which the present baronet is descended […] settled about the year 1400. […] Robert, grandson of John Oughton purchased the Parks of New-Fillongley […] till the father of the present baronet, John, the Grandson of Robert, impaired the Estate. Which Thomas (Grandson of John) greatly repaired. 88

  cases in which the professions of close members of the familyespecially the young brotherswere particularly useful in the investigation.36 

	Surname/Name Place in the kinship	Position-Profession	Records-locations
	William Cann	Cadet (younger son)	Town clerk	Bristol City
	Tancred	Cadet	Fellow Royal Society Cotton Library
	Robinson				
	? L'Anson	Cadet	Attorney	Inns of Court
	Edward Ernle	Cadet	Reverend-fellow	Bodleian.	
	Christopher	Cadet	Rector	Parish	registers
	Hildyard			(Howley, Yorks)
	? Littleton	Cadet	Town clerk	Worcester	
	James Musgrave Cadet	Rector	Parish	registers
				(Little	Gransden.
				Cambrids)	
	Thomas Egerton Uncle	Rector	Parish registers
				(Cheadle, Cheshire)
	Thomas	Uncle	Prothonotary	Court of Common
	Winford			Pleas	
	Humphrey	Half-brother	Reverend	Parish registers
	Bickley			(Attelburgh,
				Norfolk)	
	Thomas Osborn Half-brother	Rector	Parish	registers
				(Clifton, Bedfs)
	Richard Brook	Grandson	Student	Brasenose College-
				Bodleian Library
	Beaumont	Nephew	Lawyer	Lincoln Inn
	(William				
	Busby)				
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  if occasion be."56 He was also in possession of an illuminated vellum documenting the last visitation of the herald William Dugdale in April 1666 and was even willing to lend it51 For various examples of county Antiquarian 'circles', see Sweet. The Writing of Urban Histories, 59. 52 Thomas Wotton to William Holman (1724), Essex RO, D/Y 1/1/199/6. Dugdale's Warwickshire was reedited in 1730 and remained a highly influence source, even in the making of urban histories such as Warwick or Coventry. Sweet. The Writing of Urban Histories, 47. Wotton. The Beckwiths were not long-established members of the Yorkshire gentry, Roger's brother was employed as a merchant in Virginia and other members were scattered outside the county. They did not figure in the collection of pedigrees and arms established in 1580.57 

	53 Jacob Astley of Patshull (Shropshire, 1734-1772); Robert Salisbury Cotton (Cheshire, 1727); Sir Hervey Elwes,
	(Suffolk, 1713-1722); Cordell Firebrace (Suffolk, 1735-1759); John Glynne (Flintshire 1741-1747); James
	Lowther (Cumberland, 1708-1722 and 1727-1755), John Morgan (Herefordshire, 1734-1741), Thomas Palmer

Wotton's correspondents, amounting to 20% of them. In 1725, Roger Beckwith, a former high sheriff of the County in 1706, gave plenty of details on his neighbours: "I am always an encourager of useful knowledge […]. I have several memoirs relating the Yorkshire families and I am willing to assist you (Leicestershire, 1754-1765); John Pakington (Worcestershire, 1726-1727); John Trevelyan, (Somerset, 1695-1698). 54 Ibid., 42. 55 Foote Gower, Address to the Public relative to the proposed History of Cheshire (1772) quoted by Sweet. The Writing of Urban Histories, 44. 56 Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24120, fol. 46. to

  199/1.68 "The Revd Mr Holman of Hastead in Essex who is writing the antiquities of that County has also favourd me with what he had collected of the famillies of those baronets who were his neighbours", Wotton. The English Baronets, iii.

69 

Thorpe (ed.). Registrum Roffense, iii.
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"The baronets in Kent are very numerous & to most, if not all, I have sent specimen but have heard from few", 16 November 1625; Society of Antiquaries, Ms 150, fol. 268. 71 15 October 1726; Society of Antiquaries, Ms 150, fol. 273. 72 Such a collective participation was reinforced in the late eighteenth century and "in the mid nineteenth century the antiquarian and historical societies of provincial England acquired a cultural force of 'amazing vigor'". Sweet, Antiquaries: The Discovery of the Past, 118.

  Wotton correspondence 1724-1741, Ms 24120, fol. 401 93 Memoirs, op. cit., 142. seemed haunted by dangerous and conceited ghosts.94 Despite these obstacles, Anne displayed a remarkable knowledge of alternative sources. She relied on a wide gamut of resources, ranging from county histories to personal recollections95 . She referred to the bias expressed by Robert Atkyns in his State of Gloucestershire against her family, mentioned some extracts from the Doomsday book and from the College of Arms left by her father. With regard to her husband's family, after his death in 1726, she was even considering travelling to London to provide Wotton with the name of her father-in-law's first wife. 96 Despite all her work, Wotton failed to acknowledge her contribution both in his notice of the Guise and the Blount.97 

  Wotton not to mention the baronet's son as "he has not cohabited with his wife this 30 years upon ye account of her adultery but I have heard she has a daughter about 19".103 Taking on board this gossip, Wotton cautiously stated that Sir Henry-John Parker was the present Baronet with only two daughters 104 .Alternatively, some remote kinsmen invited themselves into the enquiry without the titleholder's consent. One Mary Alleyne of Gresley, complaining of the "many great mistakes (in ye former edition) in ye pedigree of Sr John Alleynes family" wrote several letters about her wish to be linked to the Baronets Alleyn of Hatfield.105 The Gresleys derived from the illegitimate sons of the Lord Mayor of London Sir John Alleyne (d. 1545) while the Hatfield branch descended from John's younger brother, whose descendants were distinguished by a Baronetage in 1629. When Mary sent her letter in 1740, George Alleyn the 7 th Baronet had just died unmarried and his nephew Sir Edmund Alleyn of Hatfield (d. 1759), the 8 th Baronet, was also without issue. Sensing an opportunity, Mary provided a pedigree which blurred the distinction between the Hatfields and the Gresleys branches. Childless herself, she claimed that her initiative was intended to boost the social standing of her niece who was about to be married.106 To defend her claim, she produced some evidence derived from so-called "heralds books" formerly in possession of the herald Samuel Stebbing. Wotton decided to ignore Mary Alleyne's request and relied mostly on the antiquary William Holman to provide the pedigree of the Hatfield at the expenses of the other branches. 107 While Wotton had complied with the wishes of Ash and Parker, he refused to give in to Mary Alleyne's wishes. In his editorial policy, he remained highly cautious and refrained from publishing anything, which the Baronets might contest. Almost a century later, most compilations were less centred on the Baronets' lineages and included as many collaterals as possible.108 

  particularly injurious[…]. Yr complying with my request shall be recompensed in a present adequate to your own desire ".113 Mixing threats with promises of gratification, Thomas J'Anson hoped to convince Wotton of his rightful position. His attempts must have caused great concern because in a defensive move, Wotton decided to mention his name and those of a few others in his preface and to specify the reasons why they should be discarded.114 Not only was J'Anson unable to provide a copy of his patent but his claims were also quite extraordinary. He allegedly came from the famous French noble of Janson who "gives rises to the jansénistes at present [much] talk'd of there[France] […]
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