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Abstract

In this paper, an reconfigurable intelligent surfaces (RIS)-aided millimeter wave (mmWave) non-
orthogonal multiple access (NOMA) system is considered. In particular, we consider an RIS-aided
mmWave-NOMA downlink system with a hybrid beamforming structure. To maximize the achievable
sum-rate under a minimum rate constraint for the users and a minimum transmit power constraint,
a joint RIS phase shifts, hybrid beamforming, and power allocation problem is formulated. To solve
this non-convex optimization problem, we develop an alternating optimization algorithm. Specifically,
first, the non-convex problem is transformed into three subproblems, i.e., power allocation, joint phase

shifts and analog beamforming optimization, and digital beamforming design. Then, we solve the power
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allocation problem under fixed phase shifts of the RIS and hybrid beamforming. Finally, given the power
allocation matrix, an alternating manifold optimization (AMO)-based method and a successive convex
approximation (SCA)-based method are utilized to design the phase shifts, analog beamforming, and
transmit beamforming, respectively. Numerical results reveal that the proposed alternating optimization
algorithm outperforms state-of-the-art schemes in terms of sum-rate. Moreover, compared to a con-
ventional mmWave-NOMA system without RIS, the proposed RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA system is

capable of improving the achievable sum-rate of the system.

Index Terms

Reconfigurable intelligent surface, millimeter wave, non-orthogonal multiple access, power alloca-

tion, phase shifts optimization, hybrid beamforming.

I. INTRODUCTION

Millimeter wave (mmWave) communications have been proposed as one of the candidate key
technologies for the fifth-generation (5G) wireless systems and beyond [1[]-[3]]. In this context,
massive connectivity is a typical requirement for several applications. In conventional systems,
however, the data streams are transmitted, in each resource block, by employing an orthogonal
multiple access (OMA) scheme [4]. For mmWave communications with the OMA scheme, the
number of the users for each data stream in the same time-frequency-code-space resource block
is one. Therefore, the total number of served users is limited, which is no greater than the number
of RF chains in each resource block [S]]. In [6], L. Dai et al. proposed a mmWave non-orthogonal
multiple access (NOMA) communication system in order to overcome this issue. Based on this
proposal, the signals are transmitted, in each resource block, by using power domain NOMA.
In addition, the users experiencing different channel conditions are served simultaneously by
employing superposition coding at the transmitter and successive interference cancellation (SIC)
at the receiver [7]. This approach can greatly improve the number of served users.

Although mmWave-NOMA has many advantages in terms of improving the communications
performance, some limitations may prevent the potential application of mmWave-NOMA. Com-
pared with conventional low-frequency communications, a key challenge of mmWave-NOMA
communications is that the transmit signal usually suffers a severe path loss [8]]. Furthermore,
the use of highly directive antennas makes mmWave-NOMA communications vulnerable to
blockages. Finally, strong user interference may limit the application of mmWave-NOMA. Re-

cently, reconfigurable intelligent surfaces (RISs) have been proposed as a promising technology



to alleviate and possibly counteract these problems [9]—[12]. An RIS is a planar array comprising
of a large number of reconfigurable passive elements, which can reflect the incident signal by
appropriately tuning its amplitude and phase. Therefore, RISs have the capability of enhancing
the received signal power and suppress the co-channel interference of the users, as well as
overcoming the path loss and signals’ blockage of mmWave communications thus making the
transfer of information more reliable. In conventional mmWave-NOMA, in addition, the decoding
order is determined by the users’ channel power gains. By using RISs, the users’ decoding
order can be designed in a more flexible manner by reconfiguring the RIS phase shifts, which
introduces additional degrees-of-freedom (DoF) for improving the performance of mmWave-

NOMA systems.

A. Related Work

Thanks to the many potential benefits, RISs have been investigated for application to various
wireless communication systems. In [13]], the joint power control and phase shift optimization
problem was studied for application to mobile edge computing in RIS-aided mmWave systems.
Also, a distributed optimization algorithm was proposed to solve the joint optimization problem.
In [14], an architecture for RIS-aided mmWave massive multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO)
systems was designed, and two efficient precoders were proposed by exploiting the sparsity of
mmWave channels. The design of hybrid analog-digital precoding and phase shift optimization
for RIS-aided mmWave systems was investigated in [[15]], and an iterative algorithm was proposed
to minimize the mean-squared-error (MSE). In [[16]], the joint transmit beamforming and phase
shift optimization problem was studied for multi-RIS-aided mmWave systems. For application
to multiple-input single-output (MISO) RIS-aided NOMA systems, the semidefinite relaxation
method and the manifold optimization method were used to solve the joint transmit beamforming
and phase shift optimization problem [17]. A theoretical performance comparison between RIS-
NOMA and RIS-OMA was provided in [18], and a low-complexity algorithm was proposed for
achieving near-optimal performance. The resource allocation problem for a multi-channel RIS-
aided NOMA system was studied in [19], and an algorithm was proposed to jointly optimize the
subcarrier assignment, power allocation, and phase shifts. An RIS-aided uplink NOMA system
was considered in [20], and a near-optimal solution was proposed for jointly optimizing the phase

shifts and the transmit power. Furthermore, many other research problems in the context of RIS-



aided wireless communications have been recently addressed in the literature, which include
information rate maximization in [21]—[24], channel estimation in [25]], and robust optimization

in [26], [27]

B. Motivations and Contributions

Although these papers studied sum-rate enhancement for NOMA-aided wireless communica-
tion systems or RIS-aided mmWave communication systems, none of them addressed the analysis
and optimization of RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA systems with a hybrid beamforming structure.
Moreover, the optimal power allocation and sum-rate maximization in RIS-aided mmWave-
NOMA system are challenging tasks to be tackled [7], [28]. Motivated by these considerations,
we investigate an RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA system with a hybrid beamforming structures,
and provide the following technical contributions:

o To maximize the sum-rate under a minimum rate constraint for each user and a minimum
transmit power constraint, we formulate a joint optimization problem for the transmit power,
the phase shifts of the RIS, and the hybrid beamforming. An alternating optimization
algorithm is proposed to solve this problem.

o By assuming that the phase shifts and the hybrid beamforming are fixed, we propose
an algorithm for solving the power allocation problem. Due to the nonconvexity of the
considered problem, we divide it into two subproblems and tackle both of them by applying
alternating optimization methods.

o We optimize the phase shifts of the RIS and the hybrid beamforming to suppress the
interference while maximizing the sum-rate. In the proposed algorithm, the phase shifts
and the analog beamforming are designed by using the alternating manifold optimization
(AMO) algorithm and by assuming that the transmit power and the digital beamforming
weights are fixed. We utilize the successive convex approximation (SCA)-based algorithm
to solve the digital beamforming optimization problem. The convergence of the algorithms
is proved.

« After optimizing the power allocation, the phase shifts of the RIS, and the hybrid beam-
forming, we evaluate the performance of the proposed algorithm for application to RIS-

aided mmWave-NOMA systems. The numerical results reveal that the proposed RIS-aided



mmWave-NOMA system yields a better sum-rate than a traditional mmWave-NOMA system
that does not use RISs.

Organization: The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section [lI| introduces the system
model and problem formulation. Section [III] reports the proposed power allocation algorithm.
In Section the AMO algorithm for phase shifts and hybrid beamforming optimization is
introduced. Numerical results are illustrated in Section |V| in order to evaluate the proposed
alternating optimization algorithm. Finally, Section [VI concludes the paper.

Notation: The imaginary unit is denoted by j = /—1. Matrices and vectors are denoted
by boldface capital and lower-case letters, respectively. diag{z,...,xy} denotes a diagonal
matrix whose diagonal components are x1,...,xy. The real and imaginary parts of a complex
number z are denoted by Re(z) and Im(z), respectively. =*, 7, and =’ denote the conjugate,
transpose, and conjugate transpose of vector x, respectively. x,, and X}, denote the nth and
(k,n)th elements of vector  and matrix X, respectively. ||x| denotes the 2-norm of vector

x. CN (x,aQ) denotes the Gaussian distribution, where x and o are the mean and variance,

respectively.
II. SYSTEM MODEL AND PROBLEM FORMULATION
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Fig. 1. Illustration of the downlink multi-group multi-user RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA commu-
nication system.

As shown in Fig[l] an RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA system is considered. The access point
(AP) is equipped with a hybrid beamforming structure, where the number of transmit antennas

and radio frequency (RF) chains are Ny and Ny, respectively. K users equipped with a single



antenna are distributed in N groups, with K > Ngp. Let s € CE*! be the transmitted signals,
where E(ss”) = 1. The data streams are precoded by the digital beamforming matrix W &
CHNrrxNs where N, is the length of each data stream. Then, an analog beamforming matrix
F c CM*Nrr jg applied. Analog beamforming is realized by using N, phase shifters. The
number of data streams is assumed to be equal to the number of RF chains. In particular, each
independent data stream corresponds to a group, i.e., N = Ny = Nip. The signals transmitted
by the AP reach the RIS through the wireless channel. The RIS applies a phase shift matrix
O = diag(@) € CM*Nr to the incident signals, where 8 = [e/% ... e ]T € CN¥1 0 < 6; <
2m, 1 <1 < N, and N, is the number of reflecting elements of the RIS. The users perform
successive interference cancellation (SIC) on the signals reflected by the RIS. In particular, SIC
is applied to users in the same group. We denote by G,, the nth group, which fulfills the properties
GiNG; =0, i# j, where () denotes the empty set, ., |G,| = K , and |G,| is the number
of users in G,. In our system model, we assume that the direct link between the AP and the
user is blocked, which is a typical application scenario when RISs are needed or used [29]. The
AP-to-RIS channel is denoted by G € C"*¥¢_ and the channel between the RIS and the user k
in the nth group is denoted by h,,r € CV 1. Then, the received signal for the kth user in the

nth group can be written as follows
Ynj = hl  OGFW Ps + u,, (1)

where u,, . ~ CN(0,0?) is the noise at the user, and P = diag{p;, P, ...,py} € CV*¥X is the
power allocation matrix, where p,, = [\/Dn1; - - -+ +/PnGn|) € C'*19:1, The analog beamforming

matrix F' and phase shift vector @ with constant modulus constraint are defined as follows [9]

1
1<i<N,1<j<Npp,|0i]=1,1<i<N,. 2)

N\

The hybrid beamforming matrix is defined as

|Fy 5] =

D=FW =[d,ds,...,dy]. 3)

Since the transmission power is separated from the hybrid beamforming matrix, each column of

D fulfills the property

ldu| =1, 1<n<N. )



Measurement campaigns showed that the power of the mmWave line-of-sight (LoS) path is
usually much higher (about 13 dB higher) than the sum of the powers of non-line-of-sight
(NLoS) paths [30]. Considering this fact, it is desirable to make sure that the channel between
the AP and the RIS is in LoS. In practice, by assuming that the location of the AP is known,
the location of the RIS can be appropriately chosen so as to ensure that the AP-RIS channel is
in LoS. Based on these considerations, we assume that the channel from the AP to the RIS can

be well approximated by a rank-one matrix, i.e.,
G = aa,(d)a, (9), 5)

where « is a scaling factor accounting for the antenna and path gains, where a;(1) € CVNt*!
and a,(¢) € CN*! represent the normalized array response vectors associated with the AP and
the RIS, respectively. The channel from the RIS to the Ath user in the nth group is generated

according to the following geometric channel model [31]]

n,kil

L
Pog = > Bhabi(6), 6)
=0

where 627 . is a scaling factor accounting for the antenna and path gains, b;(6;) € CN*! represents
the normalized array response vector of the RIS, and L,, ; is the total number of paths.

In power domain NOMA, in general, the optimal decoding order of the users is determined
based on the users’ channel gains [32]. In an RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA system with hybrid
beamforming, on the other hand, the decoding order is determined by the channel gains and
by the beamforming gains. Therefore, it is necessary to first determine the decoding order.
Without loss of generality, we assume the decoding order in the nth group is \hf 1 OGFw,|* >
h],OGFw,* > --- > |h] 6,|@GFw,|*, which implies that the optimal decoding order is
determined by the effective channel gains, ranked in increasing order of magnitude [4], [S], [33].
Thus, the user & in the group n can decode s, (n+ 1 < j < |G,|), which is then removed
from the received signal. The other signals are treated as interference. Therefore, the signal to

interference plus noise ratio (SINR) of the user & in group n is given by

b OGFw,|*p,
R OGFw, 23 poj+ Y0 S A OGFw,[?p ; + 02

In addition, we assume that the interference from other groups can be well suppressed if the

SINR,, ;. = ()




following holds
R OGFw;|” <7, i #n, (8)

where 7 is small enough. Therefore, the main interference originates from other users in the

same group. Under these assumptions the SINR,, ; can be approximated as

|h,, k@GF’wn|2pn k
SINR,, 1 =~ : )
b, $OGFw,[? Zj:l Pnj +0°

According to (9), the achievable rate of the user & in group n can be written as

Finally, the sum-rate of the RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA system can be written as

N |Gnl

R=) Y Ru (1)

n=1 k=1
We assume that the AP-to-RIS channel and RIS-to-user channel are known by the AP, and that
all optimization operations are executed at the AP. Based on (9)-(11)), the sum-rate optimization

problem for RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA with hybrid beamforming can be formulated as

max R (12a)
Wv@vF’{pn,k}

st Rok 2 Yok (12b)
P 2 0, (12¢)

N |Gnl
2D <P (12d)

n=1 k=1

1

’Fi,j|:—N,1§i§Nt,1§j§NRF, (12e)
D=FwW, (12¢)
ldnll = 1,1 <n <N, (12h)

I OGFw,|” <7, i #n. (12i)



The size of all variables in the problem 1S NgpNg+ NgpN; + K + N,., which is usually
large. Two major challenges render the solution of the optimization problem in (12) difficult to
tackle. The first difficulty is that the optimized variables are coupled, which makes the problem
non-convex. The second difficulty is the decoding order. Usually, the optimal decoding order
corresponds to the increasing order of the users’ effective channel gains. However, the ordering
of the effective channel gains varies with the beamforming matrix and the phase shift matrix.
These challenges make the problem in difficult to solve. To tackle both issues, an alternating
optimization algorithm is proposed, which includes three parts, i.e., power optimization, analog
beamforming and RIS phase shifts optimization, and transmit beamforming optimization. These

three sub-parts are analyzed in the following sections.

III. POWER ALLOCATION OPTIMIZATION

For a given hybrid beamforming matrix and a given phase shifts matrix of the RIS, can
be simplified as

R 13
) (13
st (T6), (129, (120, (13b)

When the hybrid beamforming matrix and the phase shifts matrix of the RIS are fixed, the
decoding order is fixed. This simplifies the optimization problem to solve. Without loss of
generality, we assume VLnHJ@)GFwn]2 > ]h,{{Q@GFwH2 > > |hfi|gn|@GFwn|2. Although
the decoding order is fixed, the objective function and the constraint in are still non-
convex. To address this issue, we introduce the auxiliary variables {P,} and P, = Z‘kg:"l‘ Dnk>

Vi < n < N, which denotes the power allocated to the nth group. Therefore, is reformulated

as

max max R (14a)
{Pn} {pni}
s.t. (12b), (124), (14b)
|Gn|
Dk = P, (14¢)

k=1



N
> P.=P (14d)
n=1

Since we assume that the interference from other groups can be suppressed, according to (9), a
user in group n is mainly interfered by other users in group n. Based on the considered decoding
order and taking into account the results in the results in [34], the maximization of the sum-rate
corresponds to setting, R,x = 7, V1 <n <N, 2 <k <|G,], ie., the user with the higher
decoding order are allocated as much power as possible if the other users meet the minimum
rate requirements. Hence, the solution of the power allocation problem in group n corresponds

to the following equations

|Gnl
Rn,Q =Tn2, ---, Rn,|gn| = Tn,|Gnl> ank’ - (15)

From (11) and (12), the solution of equation is

2'Yn |Gn P 02
PulGal = 1 05m0Ga] ( nt ‘hmgn@GFwnP) ’

G )

2771,2 o
Pz = | P Pt e G |
|Gn|
Pn1 =P — ank: (16)
Since R,2 = Yn2,** RG] = Vn,g.|» the objective function in (I14a) can be rewritten as
N |Gl
R= ZRnﬁZZm (17)
n=1 k=2

Since Zn 1 Lg“2| Yn,k 18 @ constant, |i is further simplified as

N

max Ryq, (18a)
{Pn}y =

s.t. (126), (T4d). (18b)

Because the objective function (18a) is non-convex, solving problem (I8) is still difficult. We

propose an iterative algorithm to tackle it. To this end, we note that the optimization problem



n without (I2d) is convex. Hence, we have the following Theorem [I]

Theorem 1. When the constraint is removed, the globally optimal solution of (I8) is

D P an +1 o; +1
= 19
N Z NB; ' (19)
where
|Gl &
|h OGFw,|? .
= : 1 — 27n,kz _ 1 2
Bn 0-2 ; ( )g 2’Yn7j ( 0)
and
|Gnl N
_|h OGFw,[?
o, = otk _ 1 5

The proof is given in Appendix A.

|hl  ©GFw,|*py i

Based on Throrem if P, in lb satisfies the constraint in (12b)), i.e., T ©G Fuw, P(Ppo ) 707
27k —1, P, is the optimal solution of (18). However, if P, do not satisfy the constraint in (12b)),

IhH ©GFw,|*p, i - = . . )
T OG Fuw, P (Pa—py) 7o < 27k — 1, P, is not the optimal solution of (18). In this latter

1.e.,

case, the result in Theorem [2| can be used.

Theorem 2. When the constraint is considered, the globally optimal solution should always

satisfy

|nH k@GF'wn\ Dnk
"R OGFw,|2(P, — puk) + 02

~ 2'Yn,1_ n

< 20k — 1} . (22)

The proof is given in Appendix B.

When n € {n|1 <n<N, i OG T i < 2Mmk — 1} the optimal power alloca-

"R L OGFw,|?(Po—pn k)+o? —
tion can be obtained by solving the following problem

max Ry (23a)
{Pn}

ngN
S.t. Rn,l Z Tn,1, (23b)

Y P.<P-> P, (23¢)

ng¢N JEN

v



_ |hf  OGFw,|?p, i -
where N = {n|1 <n<N, BT ©G Fuw, P(Popo ) 707 < 27k — 1 5. Based on (23), the proposed

algorithms consists of the following steps. First, we consider the problem in (23] by ignoring

the constraint (23b)). In this case, Theorem [1| can be used. Then, we use Theorem [2| in order

to obtain the solutions that do not satisfy the constraint (23b)), and update problem (23)). This

procedure is iterated until convergence, as reported in Algorithm

Algorithm 1: Proposed Group Power Allocation Algorithm

1 Initialization: ¢ = 0, P = PV — .
RF

2 Repeat:

3 V={1,2,--- N}, let N\ =V.

4 I NV £

5 Repeat:

6 According to Theorem calculate 3, «,,, and Py(f).
— |h71;{k®GFwn|2pn,k n
7 Update N = {”H SnEN G e w P o = 2T 1}‘
8 According to Theorem calculate P.".
9 Update the set according to V =V/N.
10 Until: NV = 0.

1 Update: PV = PV

. A Tonaw . .. . .
12 Until: P, = P,g ), where T, 1S maximize the number of iterations.

13 Output: {P'}.

I'V. PHASE SHIFTS AND HYBRID BEAMFORMING DESIGN

Given {p,x} and {P,}, the original problem in can be simplified as follows

max R (24a)
O.F.W

s.t. (12b), (12¢), (12), (T2g), (T2R), (121). (24b)

The non-convex modulus constraints for the analog beamforming and the phase shifts of the
RIS make the solving (244) difficult. To tackle (24a), we propose a suboptimal algorithm. First,

we introduce the auxiliary variables {w;}, {vnki}, {Znki}, such that

H H
u; = GFw;, vy = hy,  Oug, 200 = Unki¥y ki (25)



Substituting (25)) into (12a)), the problem in (I2) can be rewritten as

N |Gnl
nknpnk
max lo 1+ (26a)
WeF{ul}{v"“}{Z”l};; g2( nany 1pw+02>

s.t. Zn,knPnk — <2fyn’k - 1)<Zn,k,n an,j + 02) S 0 (26b)

@7@’@7@7 (26¢)

= GFw;, (26d)
Unoi = b Ouy, (26e)
ki = UnyeiUn s (26f)
Znki < T, 0 F N (26g2)

In order to transform the objective function in into a difference of convex (DC) program-

ming problem, we note that the objective function is equal to

N |Gnl N |Gn]
ZZ Og2 annzpn,J+U ZZIOgQ annzpn,j+a (27)
n=1 k=1 j=1 n=1 k=1
According to [35], the problem in (26) is equivalent to
N |Gnl N |Gn]
W@F{uz}%vnkz} {ant}zkz;logQ annzpn,] v ; Zlog2 annzpn’] e

(28a)
s.t. (126), (120), (12g). (12H), (265),
(26d), (26¢), (261), (26g). (28b)

Now, we focus on the constraint (26f). The following theorem holds.
Theorem 3. Constraint (26f) is equivalent to the following

Znki  Unky

H
Un,k,i 1

=0

p— Y

(29)



and
Zn,k,i - Un,k zvn ki S 0. (30)
The proof is given in Appendix C.

Substituting (29) and (30) into (28), the problem in (28) is rewritten as

N |Gl N |Gl k
wep{uz}{vnkz}{znm}z:l,;l% znanpn,] o) 2::,; o ann;pn] =
(31a)
s.t. (12¢€), (121), (12g), (12h), (26b),
(26d), (26¢), (26g) (31b)
(Zni — Unyk,iVn i) <0, (3lc)
ki kil g, (31d)
vfm 1
Employing the exact penalty method [35]], (31)) can be rewritten as
N |Gl N |Gl
wormln Zl ; 0gy(2n,k,n an,g + o ; ; log, (2 k.n me +0o°
N |Gn| N N
+)\<Z||ul GFw|*+ D~ FW|*+ 3 3" S |joars — T 0u? +
- n=1 k=1 i=1 n=1

> Gk = vt (32)

k=1 i=1

s.t. (12¢), (120), (12g), (12h), (26B),
(26g), B1d), B1d). (320)

We observe that the minuend and the subtrahend in the objective function and the constraints

(26b), (26g), and (31d) are convex, but the constraints (I12¢)-(12h) and are still non-

convex. To deal with the non-convex constraints in (12¢]), (12f)), and (I2h), we propose an AMO

algorithm.



A. Phase Shift and Analog Beamforming Design Based on the AMO Algorithm
For a fixed transmit beamforming and power allocation matrix, problem (32) simplifies to

N |Gnl k—1 N |Gnl i
ZZ 089 annzpn]+0 ZZ 085 anann]JrU)
1 k=1 Jj=1 n=1 k=1 j=1

N [Gn] N
(an GFw? + D~ FWIP+ 35" lunss — hi"0u?
n=1 k=1 i=1
N |Gn] N
Y DD (ki — vn,k,jv{j,k,i)> (33a)
n=1 k=1 =1

s.t. (12¢), (121), (T2h), (33b)

According to the notion of manifold optimization, problem (33 can be reformulated in three

sub-problems:

N [Gn] N
min Y > Y flvnni — b Owil, (34)
n=1 k=1 i=1
i . — GFw;||?+||D - FW|? 35
min ;Hu wil + | 2 (35)
min |[D — FW|J? (36)
Ms

where M, M, and M3 are the manifold space defined in the constant modulus constraints in

(12¢))-(12f). Then, M, My, and M3 are expressed as

:{QG(CerlHell:...: 1}7 (37)
My = {F e CY MR ||Fy | = - = |Fy vge| = 1}, (38)
={DeC"NDD"oI=1I}, (39)

In particular, M; and M are called Riemannian manifolds, and M3 is called Oblique manifold
[36]]. The principle of manifold optimization method is to apply the gradient descent algorithm
in the manifold space. In particular, the gradient descent algorithm on Riemannian manifolds
is similar to that in Euclidean spaces. However, the Riemannian gradient is used for the search
direction. The Riemannian gradients of - at the current point 8, F', D are defined as the

projection of the search direction in the Euclidean space onto the tangent spaces TgM 1, TpMs,



and 7pM3, which can be expressed as

ToM; = {u e C"'Re {6" ®u} =0}, (40)
TeMy = {U € CVNmr[Re {FT 0 U} =0}, (41)
ToM; = {V € C¥"*Ner|Re {T ® Re(DV')} =0} . (42)

where © denotes the Hadamard product. Then, the Euclidean gradients of (34)-(36) at 6, F,

and D are computed as follows

N N
Vof1(0) = Z Z diag(hﬁk)uiuidiag(hn,k)0* —h,, . O uiv, s (43)

N N
Vrh(F) =) G'GFww -> G'uww +FWW -DW" (44)

=1 =1

Vp/fs(D) = D" — F*W"*, (45)

where f1(8) = Y00, S0 S0 ([vn ks — hi®uill, fo(F) = S, ui — GFwil| + || D -
FW |, f5(D) = |D — FW||. Based on the Euclidean gradient, the Riemannian gradients of

(34)-(36) are expressed as

grady f1(0) = Ve f1(0) — Re{Vef1(0) ®0} © 0, (46)
gradp fo(F) = Vefo(F) —Re{Vpfo(F) ® F} ® F, 47)
gradp f3(D) = Vpf3(D)— (I ®Re{I ® (Vpfs(D))?})D. (48)

Hence, the current point 8, F', and D in the tangent space To M1, Tg My, Tg M3 are updated as
0 —01Vefi(0), F — 5V Epfo(F), and D — 05V p f3(D), where 6; > 0, 62 > 0, and d3 > 0 are
the step size. It should be noticed that the update point may leave the manifold space. Thus, a
retraction operation is used to ensure that the point stays in the manifold. More specifically the

retraction operations are expressed as

0 — 61V fi(0)

Ret(61Vo fi1(0)) = 160 — 6,V f1(0)] -
F — 5,V fo( F

Ret(0;Vp fo(F)) = |F — 62V§;2EF§||7 >
D — 6;Vpfs(D

Ret(03VE f3(D)) = |D — (SjVZijEDiH ' o



Via these operations, we can obtain the solution for ®, F', D. The details are summarized in

Algorithm 2| In the proposed AMO algorithm, the analog beamforming, the phase shifts of

Algorithm 2: Proposed AMO Algorithm for Problem (33))

1 Intialization: The iteration number ¢t = 0, t; = 0, t; = 0, t3 = 0, the accuracy ¢, €,
and e¢s.

2 Repeat:

3 Repeat:

4 Calculate the Euclidean gradient and the Riemannian gradient based on and

5 Determine the step size di' based on [36], then, perform gradient descent algorithm over
the current tangent space using 8" — §, Vg, f1(0") and update 6 based on (49)

6 Sett1 =1t + 1.

7 Until: [|[8"" — 0" <.

8 Repeat:

9 Calculate the Euclidean gradient and the Riemannian gradient based on and

10 Determine the step size 65> based on [36], then, perform gradient descent algorithm over
the current tangent space using F™ — 0,V g, fo(F"™) and update F'* based on (50)

11 Set ty =ty + 1.

12 Until: ||fo(F?™) — f(F?)|| < €.

13 Repeat:

14 Calculate the Euclidean gradient and the Riemannian gradient based on and

15 Determine the step size 65° based on [36], then, perform gradient descent algorithm over
the current tangent space using D" — 5V pis f3(D™) and update D" based on (51)

16 Set t3 = t3+ 1.

17 Until: ||f3(D"*™) — f3(D"%)|| < es.

18 Sett =1t+ 1.

19 Until: The stop condition is satisfied .

20 Output: 6", F*,D*.

the RIS, and the hybrid beamforming are optimized via the manifold optimization algorithm.
According to Theorem 4.3.1 in [36]], the algorithm that uses the manifold optimization method

is guaranteed to converge to the point where the gradient of the objective function is zero [36].



B. Digital Beamforming Based on the SCA Algorithm

We assume that the hybrid beamforming matrix, the power allocation matrix, and the phase
shift matrix of the RIS are fixed, and the digital beamforming in problem (30) is optimized. To
simplify the writing of problem (30), we define the functions

{Zn k n} Z logQ Znk,n an,j + J {Un k z}) = _Un,k,ivghi' (52)

Also, (32a) can be re-written as

N_ 19 N G|
W {u;}, {vnk,}{znkl}Zl;IOgQ annzpnﬁ +U ;;10g2 annzpn,j +O’

N |Gn] N

(Zum GFw >+ D= FWI* + 333" l[onns — il Oui?

n=1 k=1 i=1
N |Gn] N

+ Z Z Z(Zn,k,i - Un,k,ivghi)) ) (533)

n=1 k=1 i=1

s.. (26D). (269, BTd). (53b)

The problem in (53) is a standard DC programming problem. However, it is still a non-convex
problem. To deal with the non-convex objective function, we use the SCA method [35] in order
to transform the non-convex part of the objective function into a convex function, and then to
iteratively solve the convex approximation problem. In the following, we focus our attention on
finding convex bounds for the concave functions f({z,xn}) and g({v,x}). To this end, the

first-order Taylor expansion at the point ({z, .}, {vnki}) can be written as

N |Gnl

F{znrat{Znra}) = F{ZnpnH{Znpn}) + >0 LimiPrs _ nkn ~ Fuk (54)

k 2
n=1 k=1 n2  zZkn 2]‘:1 Pnjt+o

and

g({vn,k,i} ‘ {6n,k,z}> = 671716 lvn ki ZRG{Un k Zvn k, z} (55)

Therefore, the ¢ + 1th iteration of the proposed SCA-based iterative algorithm is expressed as

N |Gnl N |Gnl

s = Zh)
W{uz}{vnkl}{znkz}zzb& nknzpn,j—i—a +ZZ ] 1 Pnj\Znk k

_ 2
=1 k=1 =1 e In2( nanj:lan +0?)




N N |Gnl

_ZZZIOgQ annzan—FO‘ +)‘<ZHUZ Gle||2

n=1 n=1 k=1
N |Gn] N

+ Z Z Z | Un.ki — hik@ui||2 +||D - FW|?

n=1 k=1 =1
N |Gn] N

+ZZZ Rnki — U TLk”L nk:z) +2Re{0nkl( sz)t})> (563)

n=1 k=1 i=1

s.t. (266), (26g), (31d). (56b)

Starting with a feasible point for the problem (56)), the proposed alternating optimization al-

gorithm is summarized in Algorithm [3| The convergence of Algorithm 3| is analyzed in the

Algorithm 3: Proposed SCA-based Algorithm for Problem (56)

1 Initialization: ¢ = 0, {T;S),)g ]}’{27(1011 ;}» € is the accuracy.

2 Repeat:

3 Calculating {w'},{0" (t) "1 by using CVX [35
g {wn b0 b {2051, } by using [35].

4 Update U(t:? = vff’),w, Eff}g? = zs)k]

s Sett=1t+1;
6 Until: ||w!) — w2 <e.

7 Output: W*

following theorem.

Theorem 4. Algorithm 3| converges to a stationary point that satisfies the KKT conditions.

The proof is given in Appendix D.

C. Optimization Algorithms to Solve (14) and Computational Complexity

In the above sections, we have presented the algorithms for power allocation, digital beamform-
ing, analog beamforming, and phase shifts optimization. Based on these algorithms. Algorithm {4
provides the proposed solution for solving the general optimization problem in (14). In particular,
we first use Algorithm [I] to solve the power allocation problem, and we assume that the hybrid
beamforming matrix and phase shifts of the RIS are fixed. Thus, the power allocation can be

viewed as the function of the power matrix. Then, we calculate the analog beamforming and
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phase shifts of the RIS by using Algorithm [2| Finally, the digital beamforming matrix is obtained
by using Algorithm

Algorithm 4: Proposed Alternating Optimization Algorithm for Problem (12)
1 Initialization: {pg?k}, {P,(,?)}, 00 wO pO),

2 Repeat:
3 Using Algorithml|to calculate {pi,?k} and {P{"1.
4 Using Algorithm?|to calculate ©*) and F®,

s Using Algorithm3| to calculate W®.

6 Reorder the effective channel gains of the users in each group.

7 Sett =1+ 1.

s Until: p{, = p!" Y, P = BV, @0 = @), and W = WD),

9 Output: {p; ,}, {F;}, ©°, W*, F".

In Algorithm |1} the complexity of calculating the effective channel gains of the users is
O(MKN). Each time that {P,,} is updated, the maximum number of iterations is M, and the
complexity of computing { P,,} in each subcycle is no higher than O(K?). Thus, the complexity
of Algorithm [1|is O(M KN + Si MK 2), where S is the number of iterations. In Algorithm _
according to [37]], the computational complexity of the AMO algorithm is O(Tlé +T2% ~|—T3%),
where 77, T5 and T35 are the number of iterations. The transmit beamforming problem in @])
is solved by using Algorithm (3| that is based on the SCA method. Since there are 2N;Ngp +
2N, K +3N K? real variables in problem , the computational complexity of the SCA method
is O(S5(2N, Ngp + 2N, K + 3NK?)*5log,(1)) according to [38], where ¢ is the accuracy of
the SCA method and S5 is the number of iterations. Therefore, the computational complexity
of Algorithm {4|is O(T(M KN + SiMK? + S3(2N;Ngr + 2N, K + 3N K?)35 log2(%) + T1% +
T: gé + Tgé)), where 7" is the number of iterations of Algorithm

V. NUMERICAL RESULTS

In this section, simulation results are provided to verify the performance of the considered
RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA system. The simulation scenario is shown in Fig. 2] where the
obstacles and three groups of users are distributed on a circle with a radius of » = 50 m. The

RIS and the obstacle locate on a line and the distance between them is d;o = 9 m. The AP and
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IRS

Fig. 2. Simulated RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA communication scenario in (a). Simulated
mmWave-NOMA communication scenario without RIS in (b).

the obstacle are also on the same line and the distance between them is d = 16 m. The distance
between the AP and the RIS is 25 m. The channel models in (3 and (6] are considered. Based on
[30], the path fading factor o and 3, satisfy the Gaussian distribution CA/(0, 10~F£e(d41)) and
CN (0, IO_PLBH»k(d““)), where dj;, represents the distance from the RIS to the k user. According
to [30], PLo(dar) and PLg, , (drx) can be formulated as follows

PLy(dar) = ne + 10, 10g,o(dar) + 5 (57)

PLg,  (d) = 1 + 10m, logo(drk) + B, (58)

where § ~ CN(0,03) is the variance of the shadowing. 7, = 73, 7, = 2.92 and 03 = 8.7 dB.
The other parameters are set as follows: N; = 32, Ngp = N = 3, K = 6, N, = 64. The
transmit power is P = 30 dBm and the noise power is 0> = —120 dBm. For comparison and
benchmarking, four different transmission schemes are considered: a mmWave-NOMA scheme
without RIS, an RIS-aided all-digital structure mmWave-NOMA system, an all-digital structure
mmWave-NOMA system without RIS, and a mmWave-FDMA scheme without RIS. The system
setup without RIS is illustrated in Fig. 2|b).

In Figs. 3] the convergence of the proposed algorithms is analyzed by using numerical simula-
tions. In the figures, the power allocation algorithm is called the first layer iteration, the manifold
optimization algorithm is called the second layer iteration, and the SCA-based algorithm is called
the third iteration. In Fig. [3(a), the convergence of the algorithm against the number of iterations
is studied, and it is observed that the sum-rate of the power allocation algorithm converges in
about 10 iterations. The simulation results in Fig. [3(b) and Fig. [3(c) show that the phase shifts

optimization based on the AMO algorithm and the transmit beamforming optimization based on
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Fig. 3. Convergence behavior of the proposed algorithms.
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of the SNR and finally converges to a stable value.

Fig. ] compares the sum-rate of all of the considered transmission schemes. The minimum rate
constraint for all the users is equal to . The proposed RIS-aided hybrid mmWave-NOMA system
outperforms the hybrid mmWave-OMA system without the RIS. Similarly, the RIS-aided fully-
digital mmWave-NOMA system outperforms the fully-digital mmWave-OMA system without
the RIS. When the minimum rate constraint v is small, e.g., 1 bps, proposed RIS-aided schemes
largely outperform the schemes without RIS. When v is small, in fact, more power can be
allocated to the users with the highest channel gain in each group by appropriately optimizing
the phase shifts of the RIS. Moreover, there exist channel realizations that can not satisfy the

minimum rate constraint when -y is large. In this case, the rate is set equal to zero. We note that

I I
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(b) SNR=120 dB

I
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Fig. 4. Sum-rate versus minimum rate constraint of user.
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Fig. 6. Sum-rate of the users versus the distance d;o for different SNR in (a), sum-rate versus
the number of phase shifts of RIS in (b).

the sum-rate of the proposed RIS-aided schemes is close to that of all-digital mmWave NOMA
schemes without RIS, which highlights that the proposed RIS-based schemes can suppress the
interference well.

Fig.[5] shows the sum-rate of the four considered schemes as a function of the total transmission
power. From Fig. [5] it can be found that the proposed RIS-aided hybrid mmWave-NOMA and
RIS-aided fully-digital mmWave-NOMA schemes can achieve a higher sum-rate than the RIS-
aided hybrid mmWave-NOMA and fully-digital mmWave-NOMA systems. In particular, when
the transmission power is low, the superiority RIS-aided schemes is more apparent.

In Fig. [6(a), we plot the sum-rate of the users against the distance from the RIS to the

obstacle for different SNR, which allows us to examine the impact of the distance on the system
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performance. We compare the performance of the proposed RIS-aided full digital mmWave
NOMA scheme with that of RIS-aided mmWave NOMA scheme. We observe that the sum-rate
of the users first increases with the distance d;o and then decreases when d;o is beyond a
certain value. This is attributed to the fact that the desired signal and the interference received
by the users decrease when d;o increases. However, the attenuation of the interference is larger
than that of desired signal because the interference undergoes a more severe path loss. As d;o
further increases, the desired signal strength further decreases, which decreases the sum-rate of
the users. Furthermore, we observe that the performance gain of all the proposed RIS-aided
schemes increase when d;o decreases. In this situation, the optimization of the location of the
RIS becomes critical.

In Fig. [6(b), the performance of the proposed optimization scheme as a function of the number
of RIS elements is evaluated. For comparison, the performance of two benchmark schemes is
considered as well. The first benchmark scheme (called RB-ZF in the figure) corresponds to
using random phases for the phase shifts of the RIS and for analog beamforming, as well as
zero-forcing (ZF) for digital beaforming, [39]. The second benchmark scheme corresponds to
using (called SOCP-RB-ZF in the figure), analog beamforming with random phase shift and
digital precoding used ZF, [40]. Fig. [6b] shows that the proposed RIS-based scheme has better
performance than the other schemes. In all cases, as expected, the performance improves with
the increase of the number of RIS reflection elements. It is worth noting that the RB-ZF and the
SOCP-RB-ZF schemes do not account for the impact of interference from other groups. This is

one of the reasons of the superiority of the proposed scheme.

VI. CONCLUSION

In this paper, the joint power allocation, phase shifts optimization, and hybrid beamforming
design for downlink multiuser RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA was investigated. The phase shifts of
the RIS, the power allocation at the AP, and the hybrid beamforming were jointly optimized for
maximizing the system sum-rate. To solve the corresponding non-convex problem, we proposed
an alternating optimization algorithm. First, a sub-optimal algorithm is proposed for power
allocation under arbitrarily fixed phase shifts and hybrid beamforming. Then, given the power
allocation, we utilized the AMO algorithm and SCA-based algorithm to design the phase shifts
of the RIS and the hybrid beamforming to maximize the sum-rate. Finally, numerical results

showed that the proposed algorithms are capable of achieving near-optimal performance and
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that a significant performance gain can be achieved by optimizing the phase shifts of the RIS.
In addition, simulation results showed that the proposed RIS-aided mmWave-NOMA scheme

outperforms mmWave-NOMA schemes without the RIS.
APPENDIX A
PROOF OF THEOREM 1

Because the interference from other groups is ignored, the SINR for user 1 in group n can

be written as follows

. |hnH,1®GFwn’2pn,l
= 5 .

(65)

n,l
g

Based on Z'kg:{ Pnk = I, the relationship between p,; and P, is linear. Therefore, the

relationship between 7, ; and P, is

fn,l - Bnpn + ay,, (66)
where (3, and «,, are expressed as
|Gn| k
|h! ©GFw,|* 1

B, = > S CREy | = R 67)

k=2 j=2

|Gnl k
|t ©GFw,|? o2 1
= — > @ —1)— 111" (68)
o ' |h’n,k®Gka| ey 2Vn.j

It is not difficult to find that 5, > 0 and «,, > 0. Then, (20a) and (14b) are rewritten as

N
D 1085 (BuPu + 4+ 1), Ny — o — PofBy < 0. (69)

n=1

According to (69), the problem in (20) can be stated as

N
max R4, (70a)
{Pn} n=1 7
N
S.L Ty — Q= Py <0, ) P <0, (70b)
n=1

We denote the objective function in (20a) as f({P,}) = 3. log, (8, Py + ). We observe

that f({P,}) is an increasing function in P,,. Ignoring the constraint (14b), problem (20) can be
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solved by the Karush-Kuhn-Tucker (KKT) conditions, i.e.,

WFUPY) _, ~p _
a—Pn_A, ;PH_P. (71)

The solution of equation in (71) is

"N B,

N
_ P nt+1 i+ 1
P o + Za + 72)

N NB;

i=1

Then, Theorem 1 is proved.

APPENDIX B

PROOF OF THEOREM 2

To prove Theorem 2, we use the method of proof by contradiction. Assuming there is an
optimal solution Pm which satisfies ]3”1 > 2%;—;"‘" > Pnl. Since 27]:7:1 ﬁ’n < P, there always

exists ]5”2 < Pm (n2 # nq). The power allocation solution can be expressed as
L, = JSnl — 0, Ly, = ]5”2 +9, L, = Pn,n % ny,No. (73)

Therefore, we only need to prove that the sum rate of the power allocation solution {L,} is
higher than that of the solution {Pn} We assume that the objective function in (20a) with
solution {L,} is g({Ln}) = SN 10g,(BnLn + a), and the objective function in (20a) with
solution {P,} is h({P.,}) = 3°N_ logy (8, P + ). If 6 = 0, then g({L,}) — h({P,}) = 0. The
derivative of g({L,}) — h({P,}) with respect to § is

90 In2 (Bra(Pny +0) + any, +1) In2 (B (Poy = 6) + ay +1)

According to the derivative of the objective function (20a), we have

1 Baa o1 B 73)

In2 (ﬁm(Pnz + 5) + ap, + 1) In2 (Bmpnz + apy + 1)

L _ P < L _ P 7 (76)

1112(5“1(]3”1 —0) +ay, +1) In2 (B, Py + oy +1)

Bn Bn. . .

where ﬁm — ﬁm = ﬁﬁla% Therefore, (72) is equivalent to

a6 2 (B, Py + g + 1) 2 (o, Py + i, + 1)
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Since g({L,}) — h({P,}) = 0, we have g({L,}) > h({P,}), which demonstrates that {L,} is
better than { P, }. This contradicts the assumption that {P,} is the optimal solution. To this end,
, n € N. Thus, Theorem 2 is

2Wn,1*04n

Bn

the optimal solution of problem (20) must satisfy Z5n =

proved.

APPENDIX C
PROOF OF THEOREM 3

Znki  Unkyi

According to the Schur complement, >~ 0 is equivalent to zn,k,i—vngkﬁivH > 0.

i
H n7 bl
Un,k:,i 1
Combining 2 ki — UnkiVhy; > 0 With 2, 55 — vpr0l,; < 0, we have 2, i — Vn 0 = 0,

thus, z, ; = vn,k,ivH which demonstrates that we can replace (30f) with (33) and (34). Thus

n,k,i°

Theorem 3 is proved.

APPENDIX D
PROOF OF THEOREM 4
In order to simplify the notation, let Q({w;}, {w;}, {vnk.i}, {znri}) denote (57a) and Q({w;},
{wi}, {vnrit, {znki {0k}, {Znri}|) denote (60a). In each iteration of Algorithm 4, Q({w;},
{w;}, {vnki}, {znri}) is replaced by Q({w;}, {w:}, {vnri}, {znnit{Onki}, {Znki}]), which is

a differentiable convex function. Based on [41], Algorithm 4 converges to a KKT point of the

problem (58), which must satisfy the following conditions:

QUwi}, {uit, {vn i}, {znki}) < QUwit, {wi}, {vnkits {znritHOnki}s {Znritl) (78)
QUwi}, {ul}, {vh 1.} {2 ki}) = QUwit, {ul}, {v] b 28w SHO L {2 (79)

OQUw! Y {ul} (v Fzanad) | 0QUw Y {ul} (vt A= L Y AE )

avn,k,i - 8vn,k,i (80)
8Q({w§},{u?},{vﬁl’k,i},{z;’k’i}) o BQ({wﬁ}a{uﬁ}a{vi,k,i}7{Zi,k,¢}|{77ffk1,i}7{5ﬁkl,i}\)
Dot = Do : (81)
n,k,i Zn,k,i

According to the Taylor expansion, Q({w;}, {w;}, {vnki}, {znri}) and Q{w;}, {w;}, {vn .},

~t+1 t+1

{Zn kit {Onki}s {Znki}|) satisfy the first condition. Since 0, whi = Znpas the

and 2 ki

_ it
- Un,k,i

second condition is satisfied as well. Finally, we verify the conditions in (80)-(81) by deriving the
first derivatives of Q({wf}v {’u,;‘f}, {Uiz,k,i}v {Zm/ai}) and Q<{wf}’ {’U,E}, {vz,k,i}’ {Zz,k,z}H@fz—j_kl,z

{21 ]) with respect to vy, 4, and 2,4, respectively. They can be written as follows:

n,k,i
aQ({wg}v {’U,E}, {Ufz,k,i}v {Zz,k,z})

avn,k,i

= MV 0)" = (R ) O )" = (v,)7). (82)

n,k,i n,k,i




Q)

28

({wi} {ui} {vn e {zne o b {203 ;

= /\(<Unkz)* - ((hi,k)HGtut)* - (Uf@kz)*)

avn,k,i
(83)
0Q({wi}, {ui} {vp i {znnid) _
8zn,k,i
Zf;f Pn,j . Z?:l Pn,j n— 7/
lnz(z;’k,’n 25;11 Pn,j+0?) IHQ(Zi,km Z?:l Pn,jt0?) (84)
1 n # i.
0Q({wi}, {ui} {v) b Az e O B i)
azn,k,i
Zf;ll Pn,j o Z?:l Pn,j n = Z
Ma( o S pagto?) | Wa(h g S payto?) (85)

1 n # i.

The conditions (20) and (21) are verified to be satisfied. Therefore, Algorithm 4 converges to
a KKT solution of problem (58).
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