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THE CAUSAL-NONCAUSAL RELATION IN MUHER
(ETHIOSEMITIC)

Ronny Meyer (INALCO/LLACAN, Paris)

(1) | RooTt TEMPLATES SUBJECT INDEXES
VC-Cr-Cy| I Perfective  CaCCACy | Suffixset
II. Imperfective -C,aC,Cs- . .
. B C fix set
III. Jussive -C,C,GC;- or -C,aC,Cs;- freumtix se
(2) | RooT TEMPLATE SUBJECT
\/ S_b_r ‘BREAK’ CéCCéC'PFV
sdbbar- -d (36w
*sabbdrd ‘he/it broke’
(= perfective base)
4
‘ -M (o sabbdrdam = citation form ‘
(3) a. birtf’ikk’o-we sdbbdr-mu-ji-m b. birtf’ikk’o sabbdr-mu-m
glass-DEF break\PFv-sJ.3PM-0J.3SM-CSM glass-DEF  break\PFv-8J.3PM-CSM
‘They broke the glass.’ ‘They broke a glass.’
(4) SIMPLEX VERB
a. k’dbbdardim  (TR) ‘plant; bury’
DERIVED VERBS
b. at-k’dbbdrdam (ICAUS) ‘let plant; let bury’
c. td-?2dbbdrdm (MPAS) ‘be buried /*’be planted’
(5) SIMPLEX VERB
a. k’drrabdam  (ITR) ‘be near’
DERIVED VERBS
b. a-?2drrdbdm (DCAUS) ‘bring near’
C. at-k’drrdbdm (1CAUS) ‘cause to bring near’
(6) t’dmb*a bd’dm (NONCAUSAL) ‘crack (with a sharp noise)’

(lit. ‘it said tambwa’)

K

t’dmb*a amdnndm (CAUSAL) ‘cause to crack (with a sharp noise)
(lit. ‘he/it made tdmbwa’)



(7) SIMPLEX VERB

a. fdrrdadam (TR) judge’ b.
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nabbdrdam (ITR) ‘live’

IMPERSONAL PASSIVE: marker ¥*/ (labialization and palatalization)

Jif*orsijatt
j-fdrd-**\-ja-tt
3-judge\IPFV-1P-0J.3SF-CSM
‘she was sentenced’
(lit. one judged her)

nabb™arim

ndbbadr- ¥*-i-m
live\PFV-1P-0J.3SM-CSM
‘people/one lived’

Table 1 Summary of causal-noncausal relations in Muher

DIRECTIONAL PAIRS NON-DIRECTIONAL PAIRS TOTAL
ANTICAUSATIVE | CAUSATIVE | LABILE SUPPLETIVE | EQUIPOLLENT

Number | 11 10.5 1 3 4.5 30
Percent | 37% 35% 3% 10% 15% 100%
Table 2 Anticausative/causative alternation
ANTICAUSATIVE (14 pairs) CAUSATIVE (11 pairs)
4 | wake up 24 | connect 1 | boil 9 | stop
11 | dissolve 25 | change 2 | be cool/cool 10 | turn
12 | burn 26 | gather 3 | dry 13 | destroy
15 | finish 27 | open 5 | go out/put out | 17 | spread (>be wide)
16 | begin 28 | break 6 | sink 20 | get lost/lose
17 | spread (>disperse) | 29 | close 8 | melt
21 | rise/raise 30 | split
(8) a. SIMPLEX b. DIRECT CAUSATIVE a-

PFV IPFV JUSS PFV IPFV JUSS

bdttdt-a-m ji-bdtt-u jd-bdtt abdttdt-a-m j-abdttit-u j-abdttit

C,aCC,ac, C,aC,C, a-C,aCqG,aG, a-C,aCC,C,

‘be wide’ ‘enlarge’

(9) a. SIMPLEX

PFV IPFV  JUSS

la?-dé-m ji-lk’-u jd-la?

C,aGC; C.C; C,aC;

‘surpass’
b. INDIRECT CAUSATIVE at- c. MEDIO-PASSIVE td-
PFV IPFV JUSS PFV IPFV JUSS
atld?-d-m j-atld?-u j-atla? tala?-d-m  ji-tld?-u  jd-tla?
C,aC; C,aC, C,aC, C,aC;

‘develop, raise’

‘be developed, have grown up’
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(10) a. dgamil su? td-lah-a-m / (*lah-"-i-m)
Jamil.m shop MPAS-send\PFV-SJ.3SM-CSM

‘Jamil was sent to shop [i.e. agreed to go to the shop to buy things].’

b. ddbdabe-we lah-"-i-m / (*td-lah-d-m)
letter-DEF send\PFV-IP-0J.3SM-CSM
‘The letter was sent.’

(11) i#n-kiballdldm pcouseny  VS-  a@n-kiballdldm e, (no simplex: *kiballdldm)

‘rolled’ (no. 18)

(12) td-la?dm gopeausany  VS-  At-lA2AM (ouen) (simplex: la?dm)
‘develop’ (no. 19) ‘surpass’

(13) a. kaffo b&dm oy VS-  kaffo amdnndm s
‘be/make very dry’ (related to no. 3)

b‘ gﬁ.ﬁff ba]am (noncausal) Vs. gﬁ_ﬁff amdﬁﬂdm(causal)
‘be/make completely full’ (related to no. 14)

(14) mYatdim vs. k’datt’d@dm vs. k’dtt’ojim
‘die’ kill’ ‘be killed’ (impersonal passive)
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Annex: Verb list with 31 causal/noncausal pairs based on Haspelmath (1993)

(OTHER NON- | NON- CAUSATIVE (OTHER TYPE
CAUSATIVE) CAUSATIVE CAUSATIVE)
1 | boil tdfannam’ fannam afdnnam C
2 | freeze > gizdggdzdam agzdaggdzam C
be cool/cool
3 |dry t’drrd?dm at’drrd?dm C
4 | wake up tdndssam k’isdkk’dsdm S
k’ufakk™dfim k’isdkk’dsdm A
5 | go out/put out widtt’am oatt’am C
6 | sink b¥dnnam™ ab”dnnam C
7 | learn/teach tdmardm atmdram® E
8 | melt k’allat’am a?dllat’am C
9 | stop k™dmdm a?’amdam C
10 | turn (around) 3oardm agoardm C
11 | dissolve tabt’dbbat’am’ | t’‘dmmam bit’dbbdt’dm S
butf’abb™dtf’im | bit’dbbdt’dm A
12 | burn nddddaddam madgdam S
madggojm mdydam A
13 | destroy farrdsdm afdrrdsdm C
14 | fill mdnnam mdnnam L
15 | finish e?ilm . f(.l‘dd;c‘l‘m atfiddscim S
frdddgim faddam A
16 | begin karrdfim k’drrdsdm a?drrdsdm A
17 | spread tdbrattf’dm brattf’am" A
bdttdtdm"" abdttdtdm C
18 | roll inkiballdldm ankiballdldm E
19 | develop la?am"t tala?dm atla?am E
20 | get lost/lose k’drrdm azdrrdm C
21 | rise/raise tandssam ndssam A
22 | improve alldfdm —
23 | rock ink’jdkk’d@’am | ank’ijakk’@dm E
24 | connect gatt’am”im gatt’amdm adgdtt’dmdm | A
tdgemum™ adgemum E
25 | change Jdggojm Jaggd'dm afdggd’am A
26 | gather tasbdssabdam* suwdssawim sibdssabdm assibdssdbam | A
27 | open takdffdatam kdff"datfim kdffdtam atkdffatim A
28 | break tasabbdrdm / | sabbdrdm assabbdardim | A
sabb“drim
29 | close tattf’am*’ attf’im attf’am A
30 | split tdfakk’am™" fakk’"em fakk’am atfakk’am A
31 | die/kill m™dtd-m k’att’d’am atk’datt’@am | S
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iii

vi

viii

xi

xiii

‘overflow’

‘get up, rise’

‘disappear (from view by penetrating into something, e.g. field, water, hole, etc.)’
variant: astdmmdrdam

‘be turbid’

‘disperse, scatter’

‘enlarge, widen’

‘surpass’

‘meet each other’ (only plural animate subject)
‘participate in a meeting, gather (only human subject)’
‘open with difficulties/hardly’

‘close with difficulties/hardly’

‘split easily’
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Abbreviations

1,2,3 Person M Masculine

CNV Converb MPAS Medio-passive
CSM Clausal status marker OJ  Object

DCAUS Direct causative PFV  Perfective

DEF Definite PM  Plural masculine

F Feminine SJ Subject
ICAUSIndirect causative SF  Singular-feminine
IP Impersonal passive SM  Singular-masculine
IPFV Imperfective TR  Transitive

ITR Intransitive

JUSS Jussive
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