
BUILDING THE 
MATERIAL CITY

THE TECHNO-POLITICAL
MARGINALIZATION OF THE 

RED BRICK IN CAIRO
(EGYPT)

EASST 2022 : Politics of technoscientific futures 
(July 6th to 9th, 2022 – Madrid)

Panel 073 – Reactivating urban matters. Publics, 
valuations and collectives in/as/through urban 

interventions – Julio Paulos and Laura Kemmer 

Corten Pérez-Houis – PhD candidate

University Paris 1 / UMR 8504 Géographie Cités

corten.perez-houis@pariseo.cnrs.fr





In Cairo, a 

peripheral

industrial

activity





How public actors
are mobilizing a 

wide set of 
arguments to 
marginalize a 

building material ?

• 1. A polluting material

• 2. A non-standardized
material

• 3. An « uncivilized » material



1.  A POLLUTING MATERIAL



Red brick 
production 
criticized as a very
polluting activity



Red brick 
production 
criticized as a very
polluting activity

For academic and public 
actors, the mazout has 

to be replaced by 
natural gas. 



2. A NON-STANDARDIZED
MATERIAL



REGULATE THE ACCESS TO 
NATURAL RESSOURCES

August 2019 : all the 
quarries of the country 

become under the 
control of the Armed

Forces (taxes, 
mandatoriy exploitation 

license…)





In the Iconic Tower, cement blocks are 
used for the internal walls

« In the New Administrat ive Capital , the government and the 
consultants are imposing 75% of cement blocks . » 

(sales manager in a cement block factory, May 2022)



3.  AN « UNCIVILIZED » 
MATERIAL



Daily News Egypt, 21/01/2019

« Madbouly
(Prime Minister) 
described the 

red brick 
facades spread 

across the 
country as 

“uncivilized.” »



REGULATE THE INDIVIDUAL
CONSTRUCTION

January 2022 : « We said
that for 10 years, the state 

is building and it won’t
allow any individual to build

again, until we have 
disciplined mecanisms. » 

Abdel Fatah Al Sissi, 
president of Egypt



CONCLUSION

• From a technical marginalization
to a social/political/economic one

• Both material (change of fuel, of 
localization…) and immaterial
control (standardization, control 
of building permits…)

• Reactivate the materiality of the 
cities in the South



Thank you for
your attention !


