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751 Fall of Humankind

and Lucifer becoming jealous and wanting to en-
slave the human race.
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I. Hebrew Bible/Old Testament
According to a common Christian understanding,
the narrative of the expulsion of the first human
couple out of the garden of Eden (Gen 2–3) consti-
tutes the “story of the fall of humankind.” By trans-
gressing the divine commandment not to eat from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Adam
and Eve caused the fall of all humanity into sin.
This reading, which can already be found in the NT
(Rom 7), does not, however, adequately render the
multiple meanings of Gen 2–3. The story may be
better interpreted as a reflection on human liberty
and responsibility, as well as on the human condi-
tion in a broader sense. It explains why death is
the destiny of humanity. Moreover, the narrative
affirms that humans cannot live in the same space
as the divine; humankind and God must remain
separate from one another. At the same time, the
story underlines that YHWH has given humans au-
tonomy and the possibility to refuse to follow the
divine law (Albertz; Römer). The origin of the motif
of the expulsion of a primordial creature out of
Eden may be found in Ezek 28. In this text, the
king of Tyre is compared to a primordial man (in
the difficult verse of 28 : 14, he appears to be identi-
fied as a cherub) who is cast out of the garden be-
cause of the multitude of his iniquities. The author
of Gen 2–3 has probably taken up this motif from
Ezek 28 (Van Seters). Most of so-called “fall stories”
are concerned with the separation of the divine and
human spheres. This is also the in Gen 6 : 1–4
where the sons of God (or the gods) who dwell in
the heavenly realm take wives among earthly hu-
mans. In 6 : 4 the union of gods and humans results
in the nĕpîlîm, a word that is often translated as “gi-
ants,” although the root means “to fall.” There
might be an allusion to a myth of “fallen beings”
similar to Ezek 28 or 32 : 27 (Humbert). The parallel
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account in 1 En. 6-9 reflects a similar tradition of
fallen angels.
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II. New Testament
The Gospels presuppose from the outset that hu-
man beings are in need of a saving work of God.
While the Gospels may assume this need originated
with a fall at the beginning of human history on
the basis of teachings predominant in the HB/OT
and Judaism (Moore: 1.474–96), the Gospels make
no explicit reference to such a fall. Sin flows from
hearts that resist God’s revelation in Christ (Mark
6 : 52; 8 : 17, 21), from deep-rooted evil (Matt 7 : 17–
19; 12 : 33), and from corrupt leaders such as the
Pharisees (Matt 15 : 8–9). An allusion to the fall may
be contained in Jesus’ reference to the devil as “a
murderer from the beginning” and as the “father”
of the Jews who oppose him (John 8 : 44).

While the assumption that sin originated
through a fall appears to be prevalent through
much of the NT, it is only Paul who is explicit on
the point. In Rom 5 : 12–21, he contrasts Adam and
Christ as the two central persons in redemptive his-
tory. It was through Adam that sin entered the
world and came upon all humanity. The conse-
quences of Adam’s sin are sin (5 : 19), death (5 : 12,
17), and condemnation for all (5 : 17, 18). Paul does
not explain how exactly Adam’s sin led to all these
consequences. In this regard, there is considerable
controversy over the last phrase of 5 : 12 and
whether it means that death spread to all people (a)
in whom (i.e., Adam) all sinned, (b) with the result that
all sinned, or (c) because all sinned (for a thorough
discussion of these and other views, see Cranfield;
Moo). In any case, Paul thinks people are less likely
to do good than evil; through the fall, they are bent
on evil from birth.

Similar notes are sounded in 1 Cor 15 : 21–22.
As Paul sets out to proclaim the glory of the resur-
rection, he makes it apparent where the need for
this resurrection first arose: Death has a singular
origin, for it came through the action of the first
human being, Adam.

While these are the most explicit references to
the fall, 2 Cor 11 : 3 makes an allusion to Gen 2
when Paul refers to the serpent who deceived Eve
by its cunning. First Timothy 2 : 14 makes a similar
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