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Introduction                                             . 
 

The aim of this research is to focus on the links between combat sports and 

religious radicalization, which is a process throughout individuals or social 

groups could socialize on the basis of norms and values considered as devi-

ant. If the lack of social recognition and/or protection appears to be key fac-

tors in this process, radicalization seems to depend on specific relationships 

with unique characteristics in quality and quantity.     

Use of mixed methods                              . 
 

The analysis of these singular characteristics required the qualification of 

individual links through biographical interviews, but also their quantifica-

tion through research techniques associated with network analysis (Lazega, 

2012). The adoption of mixed methods has the advantage of being both qual-

ifying and diachronic (through discourse analysis) as well as quantifying 

and synchronising (through network analysis).  

Biographical 

interviews           . 
 

Eight socio-biographical inter-

views (Dubar, Nicoud, 2017) 

were conducted with combat 

sport athletes, resulting in a pre-

liminary typification. In addi-

tion, twenty "control" interviews 

were conducted to reinforce the 

typification and saturate the 

field data. 

Network  

Analysis              .  
 

A "logbook" was administered in 

order to reconstruct a personal 

network with two significant 

others in the baseline sample. 

Moreover, a meso sociological 

analysis was carried out with a 

"circle" allowing the identifica-

tion of a complete network of 

about twenty participants (this 

analysis will not be presented 

here). 

Presentation of tool                                                                                                                                                  . 

Results                                                                         . 
 

The analysis of the biographical interviews traces the "career" of the individuals by considering 

both A) the successive stages that make up this career (Biographical Bifurcation, Turning Point, 

Biographical Rupture...) and B)  subjective perceptions of these stages (Darmon, 2008). This pro-

cedure allows to integrate how biographical journeys and their characteristics have been experi-

enced. The goal was to better explain and understand the finality of the career (in its sociological 

and non-professional sense).  

In addition, the administration of the network analysis tool systematizes the individual's personal 

network and identifies the centrality of links or circles of relationships. The tool also allows to 

quantify and prioritize these links (according to their density, frequency or intensity), to identify 

multiplex links, and to highlight the recurrence of perceptions of the interactions experienced 

(whether negative or positive).  

Thus, the use of mixed methods allows the study of an object or an individual in a systemic way 

(diachronically and synchronically). It also provides a systematization of the measurement scales 

and therefore a reproducibility during its administration. Indeed, predictable behavioral trends 

have been revealed. However, network analysis cannot be separated from a more qualitative anal-

ysis as far as it could deprive the researcher from a subjective dimension of the lived experiences, 

which is nevertheless explanatory of identity constructions. 

Prospects                                                             . 
 

Network analysis is currently used in a reduced approach (close to the case study). We 

hope to stabilize the tool and then develop it further in order to 1) establish several 

measures (e.g., how social capital interacts with risky behaviors among more substantial 

samples) as well as certain correspondences (between social capital and deviant or non-

deviant behaviors) or  2) modelling for "predictive" purposes. Precaution in the use of 

this approach is needed in order to avoid participants’ stigmatization and a false under-

standing of the conditions leading to religious radicalization. 

The aim of the project was to identify warning signals present in "biographical disposi-

tions" (Marlière, 2021), indicators of relatedness (Paugam, 2008) and progressive disaf-

filiation (i.e., filiation, elective, and organic links and civic implication) or even of con-

centration (to the benefit of one or more particular circles). Therefore, this project con-

tributes to radicalization preventions field in a French context considering for the fac-

tors leading individuals to a radicalized boxer career.  
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The logbook was administered to different boxers. Number of meetings, the status 

of the individuals visited, the perception of the exchange, the subject of the ex-

change, the place of the exchange, and other topics were investigated.  

Data were coded in an integrated matrix in "Pajek" software for analysis. A net-

work analysis was run and cross-tabulated with the socio-biographical interviews.  


