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Ornaments worn in life vs worn in death

Grave S608

Br acelet worn on left ankle x 10 Unused ?

Traces of manufacture, without nishing-polish or polish due to use

In this burial, the child does not wear the ornaments. They are laid upon its body. At least one necklace shows signs of use, and could be an ornament used in life by this child or by another member of the community and placed as an offering. It is probably a familiar object.

The child wears the ornament, one of which shows no signs of use. In the case of the others, the evidence is insufficient to affirm prior use. This bracelet was possibly manufactured specifically for the funeral ceremony; and could be defined as funerary finery.

Preparing the body: adorned and wrapped in a mat (hands and feet tied?)

Digging the grave and Placing other mat(s) Placing the pottery placing the subject in the mat Multiplying the use of this type of analysis which combines funerary archaeology and tribology, we hope reveal recurrent patterns in the funeral system in Adaïma, wich will enable us to understand whether certain practices were determined by social or chronological factors. Moreover, this type of study enables us to understand the meaning of funerary objects, and to determine whether they are viaticum, familiar, funerary or liturgical in meaning. Consequently we may be able to pondered or moderaste the quantitative approach which asserts that individuals buried with numerous funerary objects are necessarily of high social rank.

Closing the grave

The East necropolis of Adaïma (Upper Egypt) is divided in two sections: North and South. Calculated average of one burial every two years and the estimation of the children's age at death are compatible with mortality in a given natural pre-jennerian community. This indicates that the southern cemetery (Nagada IIC -Nagada IIIC) belonged to a small community; only the children were buried here, adults were presumably buried elsewhere. Studying funeral practices gives us some information about this people. Research in Adaïma, has demonstrated that officiant(s) created the setting for each funeral, choosing different items such as certain types of domestic pottery. Funerary practices and materials differ greatly from one sepulture to another. All ornaments seem to have been individual, unique in composition and in the way they were worn. At present, there are no elements which favor either a social or a chronological explanation for these differences. We would therefore like to know the function of these artefacts both in life and in death. The relative position of the different objects in the grave was carefully recorded during excavation using methods of funerary archaeology. This allowed a reconstruction of the consecutive gestures which took place during funerals. Tribology, the science of interacting surfaces in relative motion, associated with use-wear analysis, is a powerful tool to assess whether or not the jewels were new or had been worn before burial. This fact is of some importance in addressing the role of jewellery within the funerary rite. 
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