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Prehistoric ornaments in Kharga Oasis
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Photos : © IFAO and M. Minotti At the beginning of the Holocene sequence, the beads were made only from ostrich eggshell, two chaînes opératoire are observed. The circular pre-shape is used only during this period and coexists with the quadrangular pre-shape which continues through the Neolithic. Since the fth millennium, raw materials and manufacturing processes diversify. Moreover, certain items could have been imported as nished products.
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Sites KS052 KS043

These two sites have been excavated extensively, and both are clearly linked to the same cultural features corresponding to Neolithic pastoral occupation. Several items of adornment in di erent raw materials were found. Some ostrich eggshell beads, stone pendants show several stages of manufacture and seem to be from local manufacture. Other nery, for which only nished products were found, are crafted from shells of exogenous origin . S h e l l
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Site KS121

Some element, in ostrich eggshell were found in this small settlement, which show that beads were made on site. As in the previous settlement, two operating chains were distinguishable and other broken beads show signs of use. 

Site ML1

This settlement has been excavated extensively. It has provided many items of adornment made from ostrich eggshell. Two di erent operating chains can be highlighted. Two types of roughshape were found:

-a rough-shaped disc, identical to those found on KS192 settlement, -a quadrangular shape.

Both types present traces of the di erent sequences of drilling process. 

Site KS192

This settlement presents only two elements of a chaîne opératoire: the partly worked disks in ostrich eggshell and the nished beads in the same material. Although two drills were found at the site near the disks there was no evidence of the drilling process, like partially pierced disks or broken beads. 
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The recent work of the French Institute of Oriental Archaeology in the Oasis of Kharga aims at structuring the Holocene occupation for this area in the eastern Sahara. During the survey, several sites yielded elements of nery (beads and pendants) at various stages of their manufacture and use. These data allow us to address chronological aspects in nery through a technological approach. Tool marks in artefacts are not easy to detect since the desert wind creates a patina, although they are still visible on some pieces. The morphology of the nished nery, and the presence of un nished pieces give indications That allow to establish the sequences of manufacturing process. 
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