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Does China Plan to 'Prevail' in the Aftermath of Black Plague 2.0?

We explore the possibility that the contending and increasingly isolated Chinese ruling elites may be 'thinking the unthinkable' regarding the possible strategic utility of the 'Black Plague 2.0' outbreak that many epidemiologists, ecologists, virologists, and veterinary scientists believe inevitable in the face of the synergism between entrenched agribusiness practices and the collapse of public health within China's principal adversaries.

-Zhu Yuanzhang, founder of the Ming Dynasty.

Rules are alright if there's someone left to play the game.

1 Everybody, everywhere, 'Thinks the Unthinkable'

The author's -mercifully brief -exchange with the Pentagon's Office of Net Assessment in the early Spring of 2019 included some thoughts regarding the * rodrick.wallace@gmail.com 1 strategic implications of a possible major agribusiness/land use-driven pandemic, based on two of our recently-published works on the subject1 . The rest, as they say, is history.

A rule-of-thumb emerging from that history can be encapsulated as follows, in consonance with our subsequent work on COVID-19 itself 2 :

The COVID-19 outbreak, with a fatality rate of about 2% has so far killed about one million in the US. At some point in the not-so-far future, neoliberal/neocolonial/neostalinist land use and agribusiness policy and practice will trigger an outbreak of something as infectious as COVID-19, but with a fatality rate approaching 50%, leaving a massive residue of debilitating 'long plague' symptoms among dangerously weakened survivors. Scaling up, we can expect a minimum of 25 million initial 'Black Plague 2.0' fatalities in the US, particularly in view of the demonstrated -and continuing -gross strategic, operational, and tactical incompetence of the US public health establishment 3 .

This initial loss-of-life will, however, be compounded by many of the same factors that have been inferred for the aftermath of a nuclear exchange initially killing a like number 4 . That is, essential infrastructures of agricultural production and distribution, water supply, transport, fuel distribution and electricity production, will be fractured and fragmented. Policing and fire service will likely collapse in many subregions, in parallel with medical care. Consequently, as for a nuclear exchange, massive fatalities are likely to occur during the first winter following the initial pandemic outbreak, many unrelated to that pathogen, but driven by other infections among populations weakened by cold, famine, lack of clean water, and the accumulated effects of acute stress.

Such scenarios have often been studied over the last seventy-five years, and are likely to be familiar to the reader.

Proposed programs to promptly 'detect and extinguish' emerging infections, and for rapid 'Manhattan Project' vaccine production, should be recognized as science fiction, designed primarily as political camouflage to protect existing patterns of neoliberal/neocolonial/neostalinist land use and agribusiness practice and procedure. Many readers will have seen failure of such science fiction initiatives in military strategy up close and personal. Recall the Reagan era 'Star Wars' anti-ballistic missile initiatives designed to 'hit a bullet with a bullet'. Indeed, such efforts drove development of a 'successful' countermeasure, the deployment of Multiple Warhead Missiles, a deadly strategic escalation. In the pandemic context, initially technically successful 'pathogen rapid detection and extinguishment' programs may drive larger-scale strategic catastrophe by short-circuiting possible effective interventions against emerging infection. The painful reality is that, under current agribusiness/land use patterns, proto-BP2 outbreaks will continue relentlessly until one or more of them is wildly successful across our overpopulated, climate-challenged, planet.

2 Lemonade from Lemons? Among epidemiologists, ecologists, veterinary scientists, virologists, and others who study agribusiness and land use-driven pandemics, only those who receive funding from agribusiness itself do not openly and publicly expect a Black Plague 2.0 to ultimately emerge, regardless of any proposed 'detect and extinguish' programs, whose advocates are possessed by their own demonic funding fantasies.

Think about this for a very long minute.

Elites, here, in China, and elsewhere, deliberately surround themselves with carefully culturally-tuned Bullshit Filters, only letting matters through that have become palatable to them, and usually responding according to culturallypatterned knee-jerk reflexes5 . The strategic incompetence of such isolatedand often internally contending -elites has long been the meat-and-drink for scholars of military and political strategy. Indeed, the Wehrmacht was initially welcomed across much of the Soviet Union as a liberating force, a sentiment soon largely obviated by 'Einsatzgruppen' ideologically-driven policies. Similar, more recent, such experiences may be painfully familiar to some readers.

Chinese scientists -epidemiologists, ecologists, virologists, etc. -are, of course, highly competent, fully aware of the impending BP2 catastrophe, and realize its likely origin within China itself. They will have attempted to reach their lords and masters through the embedding BS filters. How has that message been distorted by those filters, finally interpreted by the fractious, self-absorbed Chinese imperial court, and what has been the ideologically-driven knee-jerk response?

There is an elephant-in-the-room observation that leads to a possible conclusion. At this late date in the COVID-19 pandemic, when most polities have chosen to let up on draconian interventions and rely on vaccine/booster initiatives -or, in the US, to turn a public health blind eye and simply tolerate high death rates -China continues experimenting with draconian lock-downs of 'newly-infected' communities as part of a surprisingly effective 'Zero COVID' policy: reported COVID-19 deaths in China are far lower than in the US.

China can be seen as beginning to build powerful permanent infrastructures aimed at not simply 'surviving' serious emerging pathogen outbreaks, but at maintaining complete state function in the face of full-bore Black Plague 2.0 catastrophe, while 'less authoritarian' regimes in Southeast Asia, the Americas, and Europe, essentially collapse.

Last man standing, according to an isolated, culturally-embedded and ideologicallyconstrained, if typically splintered, elite. Like so many others.

3 What Is To Be Done?

History does not speak as well of major pandemic outbreaks as perhaps Chinese elites have chosen to believe. Modern technological states are not horse-drawn composites of the semi-isolated subentities that made up classical Imperial China. The histories of dynastic transitions and the 'Warlord' periods of the late 19th and early 20th centuries should serve as a warning against Chinese pandemic optimism. As Black Plague 1.0 ended serfdom in Europe, BP2 can be expected to transfer the Mandate of Heaven across a considerable number of polities -including our own -at the expense of a good fraction of the world's population and a return to Dark Ages rates of literacy and health among the traumatized survivors.

Some effort should be spent to relieve Chinese -and other -elites of the illusion that it is possible for a modern state -and its nomenklatura -to maintain cohesion, function, and control under onslaughts of pandemic disease that are as infectious as COVID-19 but have 50% fatality rates.

As is well known, the central tool for prevention of deadly emerging infections remains policies that actively curb neoliberal/neocolonial/neostalinist agribusiness and land use patterns. See the references for details.

Chinese -and our own -political fantasies about 'detecting-and-suppressing' or 'surviving', Black Plague 2.0 outbreaks, do not serve any human interests.

One is somehow reminded of a stanza from T.S. Eliot's poem The Waste Land:

Who is the third who walks always beside you? When I count, there are only you and I together But when I look ahead up the white road There is always another one walking beside you Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded I do not know whether a man or a woman -But who is that on the other side of you? .
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