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Towards an antiracist education

While the awareness towards the Shoah had always been prerogative of humanities in educational context, only in recent years it emerged as unspoken potential of scientific disciplines. Hence, we would discuss the opportunity and the impact of introducing these issues in schools starting from a different perspective, the one of the history of mathematics and science. The national guidelines Per una didattica della Shoah a scuola (2017) identify the interdisciplinary and transcultural approach as the root cause that makes the didactics of racism one of the most complex educational challenges, since it involves different skills and specializations. Conversely, the cross-cultural dimension invoked is typical of the multidisciplinary approach of the history of STEM disciplines. Believing that the education to live together in diversity is everyone's task, research in the history of STEM can become an important component of the contrasting action on modern racisms [START_REF] Segre | Incontro con Liliana Segre al Teatro Ponchielli di Cremona[END_REF]. A good teaching of the history of scientific disciplines can contribute to counter the cognitive-essentialist bias which underlies the racist views of new generations [START_REF] Rutherford | How to Argue With a Racist: History, Science, Race and Reality[END_REF]. Moreover, historical-scientific research becomes an educational tool aimed at 'disarming' false arguments, stereotypes and slogans which are often puerile but simple, and therefore effective. The plots of the internal history of STEM can make the future generations aware of the instrumental use that was made of such disciplines, which are usually consideredby their very natureimpervious to ideological conditioning.

A response to local needs

Unfortunately, the chronicle of many European countries, and specifically in Piedmont, has recently recorded many serious acts of racism and anti-Semitism, which bring back in vogue the most forbidden Nazi-fascist stereotypes. The perception that these intolerable facts are not isolated and the consequent concern about the surfacing of forms of hatred that make the past dramatically close, are reflected in the statistical data: from January 1, 2018, to the end of February 2019, 118 acts of racism were reported in Piedmont, 36% of which in Turin and its metropolitan area. In 8% of cases, they occurred in a school context. On the other hand, according to IRES Piemonte annual report for 2020, only 13.67% of the population considers racism and other forms of discrimination to be of concern and, due to Covid19 emergency, this percentage dropped to 9.5% in 2021. This is even more regrettable considering that the Piedmontese scientific community was among those most dramatically affected by the racial laws of 1938 [START_REF] Luciano | E venne il momento di lasciare Torino': l'emigrazione matematica ebraica dall'Italia fascista (1939-1948)[END_REF].

Educational activities in schools

Hence the idea to design educational activities and training courses in order to sensitize teachers and students of secondary schools to Memory, starting from the critical re-reading of some aspects and moments of research and teaching of mathematics and science during the fascist dictatorship (ideologization of mathematics, teaching of racism, etc.). For instance, the analysis of textbooks of the period is proposed in order to raise awareness of the instrumental use of theoretically 'neutral' subjects such as mathematics. At the same time, such interventions aim to promote integration and social and cultural inclusion of students from fragile backgrounds. During the school year 2020-21, three schools were involved in this project.

 At the IC "U. Foscolo" (Turin) two classes (grade 8) delved into the personal trajectories of scientists who were victims of racial laws, reading and commenting on the correspondence of that 'dark' period. To make them accessible to a wide public, they created a freely navigable multimedia content published on the school website (https://www.icfoscolo.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/01/MOOC_Giornata-della-Memoria.pdf) on the 2021 Holocaust Memorial Day.  At the IIS "Santorre di Santarosa" (Turin) three classes (grade 11 and 12) with biochemistry study address opted to focus on the eighteenth-century debate on polygenism and racism and on the exploitable use of mathematics (statistics, demography) and science (biology, anthropology, medicine) to justify colonialism, racism and anti-Semitism, in modern and contemporary times.  At the Liceo "G. Peano" (Cuneo) the Mission Memory path was pursued: teachers and students (grade 11 and 13) rediscovered the life stories of their colleagues who were persecuted for racial reasons, with particular attention to the local context: they focused on the reconstruction of the biography of Ugo Levi (1903-?), who taught mathematics and physics in Cuneo in the historical period considered, also interviewing some of his former students.

In conclusion, history of STEM becomes a resource for improving students' consciousness: actually, "history is something that can make us aware of who we are, and how we have come to be the individuals that we are" (Radford, 2014, p. 89). We claim that history of mathematics and sciences provides an important means of combating ignorance, with the goal of defeating racial discrimination and intolerance, and contributes to identify appropriate antiracist resources to incorporate into school curricula. We hope that the ideas, insights and experiences illustrated can form a basis for new educational actions in this direction, which are especially needed in our society, crossed by currents of racial hatred and contempt for diversity.