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FOREWORD

It is a pleasure to furnish a prefatory note for this important collection of primary epigraphic source-
material edited by Professor G. Vijayavenugopal, who has been working in the Pondicherry Centre of
the French School of Asian Studies (Ecole francaise d’Extréme Orient = EFEQ) since 1997 and who has
therefore been my colleague since 1 joined him there twenty-two years ago.

Estimates vary, but certainly tens of thousands of premodern Tamil inscriptions are engraved on
stelae, rocks and temple walls across the Tamil-speaking South that form an extraordinary archive of
South Indian history. And yet, despite the intrinsic interest of this crucial historical material, and
despite continuous and concerted institutional efforts beginning in the nineteenth century, most of
these primary sources remain unpublished and they tend therefore only to be consulted piecemeal and
in small handfuls by particularly eager epigraphists.

Reading such documents requires considerable dedication, for we must be aware of the evolving
conventions of the script, of wide linguistic variations across time and space, of a broad framework of
political and economic history, and of many unfamiliar modes of presenting information. And acquiring
such knowledge in the first place requires years of travelling over every sort of terrain to many sites and
poring over graven stones in all weathers and lighting-conditions.

Professor Vijayavenugopal has spent decades in precisely such travels, and he is thus one of only
a few energetic persons in the world both able and willing to produce this sort of book and thereby to
bring to the attention of historical linguists, philologists, historians and all other interested readers fresh
corpora of epigraphical material that they might not otherwise even know about, let alone be able to
study.

The scenic hill known today as Piranmalai, which lies in Pandya country between Madurai and
Pudukottai, is the site of a sizeable corpus of pre-modern inscriptions. Although the existence of most
of them has been noted in the Annual Reports of Indian Epigraphy (1903, 1924 and 1968/69), less than
half had been published until now. This volume for the first time presents the corpus of the site in print
together. The previously published inscriptions have been printed here again, with corrections, as well
as the previously unpublished ones, including twenty-two fragmentary inscriptions whose existence had
not hitherto been noticed at all. Altogether, this forms a corpus of 100 inscriptions dating from the
beginning of the thirteenth century onwards. Each text is brieﬂy characterized, with mention of
whether and where it has been noticed or published before, along with regnal information relevant for
dating and contextualization. There is also a brief summary of its content. Magnificently legible
photographs accompany the editions of most of the epigraphs.

It is by making accessible bodies of primary documents such as these that we may gradually
acquire a clearer picture of the Indian past. It was with this in mind that our office, the EFEO, hellped to
frame and then, in 2019, to launch a project funded by the European Research Council (ERC) under
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (grant agrecment n°809994).
That project, entitled DHARMA (an acronym for “The Domestication of ‘Hindu’ Asceticism and the



Religious Making of South and Southeast Asia”), studies religious history in a comparative.perspective.
But instead of focussing on theological debates and religious ideas and practices recorc.led in texts .
transmitted through manuscripts, the project concentrates on institutional religious'hlstory, and this
necessarily means putting an emphasis also on inscriptions, as well as on material evidence from
temples, monasteries and other kinds of archaeological sites.
The Sanskrit word dharma can designate the cosmic law that is upheld both by gods and humans.
But it is also often used to refer to any of the numerous monastic and temple-related foundatior.ls rilade
to support this law. The DHARMA project seeks to understand the process of “institutionalization Ofd
“Hinduism” by investigating the roles of various agents, from kings and noblemen to priests, mon‘kS an
local communities. The project focuses on the period from the 6th to the 13th century, a period in
which the Bay of Bengal served as a maritime highway for intense cultural exchange. The resulting
process of “Indianization”, marked notably by the spread of “Hinduism”, of an Indian writing system,
and of Sanskrit, touched large parts of South and Southeast Asia.
A primary goal of the project is to encourage editions of more inscriptions and to help to create auﬂ_@ml_&iailb
an enlarged transregional corpus that is then accessible to readers from different parts of the vast area

under study. We are therefore delighted that a part of the work that Professor Vijayavenugopal has 1. Geuefuir_L_memi @ﬂﬁ’—”-{
been producing in the context of the project is now printed here in this volume by the Madurai-based .

Pandyan Historical Research Centre. 2. u@f_}.’_}ﬁ@[ﬂwﬂ- gjm@wmg
The wealth of information revealed in this collection of inscriptions should remind us of how 3. LJ@L”—I @m@_{mﬂ"

iImportant it is to edit the epigraphs noticed fleetingly, but not actually published, in the volumes of the FEAERS (@@5675;;7@;51@@1”@4!.0) FOQUL (D &6
Annual Report of Indian Epigraphy (ARIE) over the last ten decades. It should remind us too of the 4. i

: N : : : 5T QUITFS MBI GHLD TGS RIS GHLD)
importance of actually exploring the sites thoroughly, since it turns out that there arc inscriptions — in (qw&;u LIL_MmIS@IhL_GilGLIT: b @

Piranmalai and in many other sites — whose existence has not been recorded in those volumes, in spit

of the diligent efforts of the Archeological Survey of India.

In short, we are grateful to Professor Vijayavenugopal for having brought so many records to

1ight. And we shou

Id pay heed to his exhortation to go out in search of the many thousands of such
records that sti]]

remain to be discovered and examined.

Dominic Goodall,

Pondicherry, June 2022.

Fhis project has received “‘“‘“”g from the Europcean Rescarch Council (ERC) under the European Union’s

T Y10 rescarch and i . )
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