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de niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

Finding a species that can present all the advantages of the boxwood seems an impossible task. Nevertheless, some of them can be an interesting solution if the local conditions are compatible with the needs of the taxa and managers are willing to spend more time to manage their hedges.

Controlling the box tree moth and box blight can be challenging for green spaces managers. It needs to monitor the development of these parasites and to combine several control techniques, a money and time-consuming strategy for an uncertain efficiency. In this context, owners of some historic and remarkable gardens wanted to replace their box bed by other shrubs. In order to find taxas that offer the same characteristics -hardiness, slow growth, green and dense hedges all year longboxwood alternative taxas were studied by Astredhor Sud-Ouest in the project SaveBuxus since 2014. 

  Deogratias Jean-Marc -Astredhor Sud-Ouest,Guérin Maxime -Plante & Cité, Tabone Elisabeth -INRAe Contact:s maxime.guerin@plante-et-cite.fr, jeanmarc.deogratias@astredhor.fr References: Guérin M., Deogratias J.-M. (2019). Essais sur les alternatives aux buis -Fiches de synthèse par taxon. Edition Plante & Cité, 42 p. Acknowledgements : The steering committee of the project -Plante & Cité, Astredhor, INRAe ; the financial partner -l'interprofession française de l'horticulture, de la fleuristerie et du paysage Val'hor, l'Office Français pour la Biodiversité A first phase of tests (2014-2018) and a preliminary survey to assess the needs of the potential users (2018) enabled to elaborate a list of the taxas to evaluate. On this basis, a second phase of tests has been launched in 2019 as follows: • 21 taxas studied (fig. 2) • Plantation in the Spring of 2019 • Experimental design (fig. 1): a triangle planting pattern, 2 replicates per taxa • After 2 years of plantation, it was possible to define a ranking of the different taxas regarding their interest to replace boxwood beds (fig 2). Within this experimentation, Lonicera nitida 'Scoop', Pittosporum tenuifolium 'Midget' and Hebe pinguifolia 'Sutherlandii' seems the most promising taxas (fig 3).© Astredhor Sud-Ouest

© Astredhor Sud-Ouest