T h e C u r s e d T r u m p e t s o f T u t a n k h a m u n 

The Myth crystallization

From this point onwards, the story repeated itself at various occasions during the major troubles that Egypt faced aftermath, from the Six Days War up to the 2011 revolution: any subsequent incident could be linked to a probable Tutankhamun trumpets blowing.

These allegations are unfortunately quite elusive; their origination is never formaly referenced. They nonetheless evokes the powerful picture of a peculiar facet of the "Curse of the Pharaohs," deemed to appeal to popular culture.

Association of trumpet with dramatic events is indeed not uncommun (though unknown in ancient Egypt itself): it is notably present in the biblic tradition of the battle of Jericho or the famous Apocalypse trumpets, and also in coranic lore, where the angel Isrāfīl shall blow a trumpet to announce the Day of Resurection. This curious turn of events is now part of the narrative of the Tutankhamun Treasure. The belief of an antic curse focused around those two instruments -activated by the performance to unleash their terrible powers-is a striking illustration of the symbolic impact of these museum artefacts on collective imagination.

Blowing a pharaonic trumpet in 1939

On 16 April 1939, less than twenty years after the famous discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb and the spread of the myth of the "Curse of the Pharaohs," BBC broadcast the live performance of both trumpets, to record what sounds could have graced the Pharaonic ears.

If this world premiere attracted tremendous interest, the recording was not without incidents: a rehearsal provoked the shattering of the silver trumpet due to vibrations; after restorations, the very evening of the live broadcast, all lights in Cairo were shutt off because of an electric failure and the BBC team had to operate by candlelight.

When the World War II stroke some months later, people had already begun to think that the prophetic blowing of the trumpet had been instrumental in triggering the disaster…

The Cairo Egptian Museum, where the trumpets are held since 1925.

The 1939 performance by Jame Tappern. 

Correlations & coincidences

Unverified rumors of the trumpets blowing.

Discovered in 1925 in the tomb of Tutankhamun, the only two trumpets conveyed to us from ancient Egypt were experimentaly performed and recorded by the BBC in 1939, months before the outbreak of the Secon World War. They are suspected to bring chaos and devastation when blown since then.
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