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The Schiltach – Kirchberg fire succession site : 
Analyzing Post Fire succession in a submontan/montan mixed Abies alba 

forest (Schiltach/Black Forest/Germany) 

Photo:  ©  C. Neff 

 
 

Photos: C.Neff, taken 01.06.2021,   first site description in Neff, C. (2022):  Wie einst Maria 
Chapdelaine in Péribonka, https://cneffpaysages.blog/2022/01/30/wie-einst-maria-chapdelaine-in-
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The Schiltach – Kirchberg fire succession site : 
Analyzing Post Fire succession in a submontan/montan mixed Abies alba 

forest (Schiltach/Black Forest/Germany) 

Vue sur le complexe volcanique de Capelo Photo: C.Neff  © Sept. 2017 

Photo:  ©  C. Neff 

 
 Increasing Forest Fire Risks in Central Europe/Germany 

(Interview) 
 

 Historical Fires in Central Europe (1800- 2003)  
 

 Recurrent forest fires activities in the Raumschaft Schramberg 
between 2015-2018 initiated the idea – to try to established also 
a LTER – taking as model the Swiss experience on the Leuk or 
Cugnasco site  
 

 Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site 
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Interview :  
We need fire-fighting 
helicopters and fire-fighting 
aircrafts because we had 
historical large forest fires in 
Central Europe/Germany and 
with climate change the 
situation will certainly be 
worse and we will have more 
dangerous forest fire 
situations in Germany  
 
(Interview: Die Rheinpfalz 29.07.2022) 
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Historical Fires in Central Europe (1800- 2003)  - I 
Schönmünzach – Baiersbronn 1800 (Black Forest) 
2800 – 6000/8000/10.000 ha (different sources) 
Starting point of the fire was the „Wilder See“ which is now the center of the 
national park „Schwarzwald“  
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Steel engraving showing the  „Wilder See“ after 
the fire (Source Forstverwaltung Stuttgart) 

Bookcover „100 Jahre Bannwald  
Wilder See“ , Schlund et al. 2011 
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Historical Fires in Central Europe (1800- 2003)  - II. 
Schönmünzach – Baiersbronn 1800 (Black Forest) 
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The forest fire event and the 
following impoverishment of the 
rural population  (charcoal burner, 
lumberjacks) was descripted in 
the fairy tale “das kalte Herz 
(Heart of Stone) by Wilhelm Hauff 
in 1827 
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Historical Fires in Central Europe (1800- 2003)  - III. 
Waldbrand Lüneburger Heide, August 1975 
13.000 ha Forest & moor and heathland 
5 dead fire fightes 
German fire figthers totally overwhelmed, asking for help from France/ french 
Canadairs 
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„French  Canadair fills” water in Steinhuder Meer during the 
Waldbrand Lüneburger Heide in August 1975, source: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brand_in_der_L%C3%BCneburger
_Heide#/media/Datei:1975-
08_L%C3%B6schflugzeuge_Steinhuder_Meer_008.jpg 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brand_in_der_L%C3%BCneburger_Heide/media/Datei:1975-08_L%C3%B6schflugzeuge_Steinhuder_Meer_008.jpg
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brand_in_der_L%C3%BCneburger_Heide/media/Datei:1975-08_L%C3%B6schflugzeuge_Steinhuder_Meer_008.jpg
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brand_in_der_L%C3%BCneburger_Heide/media/Datei:1975-08_L%C3%B6schflugzeuge_Steinhuder_Meer_008.jpg
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Historical Fires in Central Europe (1800- 2003) IV. 
Leuk – Albinen (Valais/Switzerland, 13 . August  2003,  
300 ha Mountain forests burned 
„birth of the LTER „Leuk“ intiated by Thomas Wohlgemuth et al. 

7 

Source: Wohlgemuth et al, 2010, 
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Recurrent forest fires activities in the Raumschaft Schramberg 
between 2015-2018 initiated the idea – to try to established also 
a LTER – taking as model the Swiss experience on the Leuk or 
Cugnasco site  
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Sources: Neff, 2015 and Himmelheber 2018 
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Recurrent  forest fires activities in the Raumschaft Schramberg 
between 2015-2018 initiated the idea – to try to established also 
a LTER – taking as model the Swiss experience on the Leuk or 
Cugnasco site  
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Figures from Maringer 2009, Maringer et al. 2012, Wohlgemuth et al, 2010, Wohlgemuth & Moser 2018   
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Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site 
Forest Fire August 2018, 1 ha, montane mixed Abies alba forest with 
Picea abies, Fagus sylvatica & Pseudotsuga mensziesii 
 
Pictures below from Juin 2021 with blooming Cytisus scoparius (3 years after 
fire event)   
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In the Schiltach – Kirchberg Site with the disctrict forester „Holger Wöhrle“, „no plogging without 
permission of the „district forester““ , 01.06.2021, Photo, C.Neff 
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Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site 
Forest Fire August 2018, 1 ha, montane mixed Abies alba forest with 
Picea abies, Fagus sylvatica & Pseudotsuga mensziesii   
German PNV: Hainsimsen Tannen – Buchwald (Luzula sylvatica – Abies alba –
Fagus sylvatica  Forest) 
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Source: Adapted after floraweb, https://www.floraweb.de/lebensgemeinschaften/vegetationskarte.html, 
and wiki.fr, https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schiltach, last consultation 04.07.2022 

https://www.floraweb.de/lebensgemeinschaften/vegetationskarte.html
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schiltach
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Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site 
„site sample design“ 
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Maps from Michel, A. (2022):): Florendynamik und Biodiversität auf Störungsflächen am 
Schiltacher Kirchberg, unpublished Bacherlorthesis in Geography   
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Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site 
„field work with students “, „field courses geobotany, 
bachelorthesis, masterthesis“, currently no funding 
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Photos: C.Neff & A.Michel 2021 

A.Michel working for his Bachelorthesis: 
 Florendynamik und Biodiversität auf Störungsflächen am 
Schiltacher Kirchberg“ (Michel, A. 2022) 
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Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site: „first results“ 3-4 years after the fire 
event 
Abies alba (dominant) („currently the winner of the post fire vegetation dynamics“) 
Pseudotsuga mensziesii, Vacinium myrtillus and Cytisus scoparius codominant species  
other geobotanical results: 
Taxus bacata and Prunus laurocerasus are entering into the „Forest“ from gardens in the 
„urban forest interface“ 
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Photos: C.Neff/A.Michel 2021 
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Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site: Bibliography & Sources I: 
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https://cneffpaysages.blog/2015/07/19/blognotiz-19-07-2015-hochsommerliche-temperaturen-und-waldbrandrisiken-in-sudwestdeutschland/
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Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site: Bibliography & Sources II: 
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C.Neff: “The Schiltach – Kirchberg fire succession site” ,  
               FIRElinks webinar second edition ( 4.07.2022)   

Schiltach Kirchberg Fire Site: „out-lock“ 
 
„if we will find students to work on this very steep-side research work will continue“ 
Photo: View from the „Krichberg-Fire site“ on the town of Schiltach. 
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Thank you for  
your attention! 

© Christophe  Neff 01.06.2021 
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