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Research problems
• Why does the symbolic « justice »,  
ensured by the French media-intellectual 

sphere, go beyond sporting and 
professional ethics?

• What are the values put forward 
through the exaggerated 
opposition of French and 
German national « characters »?

• How can the emotional folly characterizing
sport and its sense appear as a hindrance,  
none to culturals transferts but to their 
representations ? 



Framework

1. From football pitch to History : the role of media

2. The construction of a sporting myth : a field of 
conflicting « values » 

3. A questioned memory scheme :  the cultural 
transfers and the paradigm of identity sporting 
representations
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 A novelistic weave sublimated by media.

 Injustice and tragedy at the heart of the sporting 
narrativity.

 Football penetrates the passionate sphere of 
History : between reason and imaginary, ethics and 
bias.
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From football pitch to History : the role of media



The construction of a sportive myth : a field of conflicting « values » 
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 Football as a cross-emotional vector in the society.

 Assertion of a « French-style » gaming identity.

 The rise of references and values of a « national » 
nature, identity refuges of the myth.
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A questioned memory scheme
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 Between globalisation and community 
representations: the limits of the football cultural 
transfers.

 From a national memory to the genesis of a 
collective patrimony…

 Sport and post-modernity: « Seville 82 » as the 
image of a paradoxical identity construction.
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Conclusion
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✓ A discursive amplification of French media

✓ A myth of collective identity

✓ A memory and patrimonial issue

✓ Sport as a medium of cultural standardization and 
conservatory of national communities.
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