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Our talk aims at comparing two very different situations. This comparison is possible because both cities were planned in the same time. These urban plannings gave rise to two districts of similar scale: Mirail in Toulouse and Luylin in Sofia. These two projects could not be realized as they had been conceived.

After a brief description of these two contexts, we will examine the urban design of these two neighborhoods, the production of the collective and the forms of participation of the inhabitants.

GEOGRAPHICAL AND POLITICAL SITUATION

Bulgaria is a country of the European Union, located in the Balkan Peninsula. Its capital is Sofia, located in the west of the country between two mountains bands, which give it a "bowl" appearance.

After the Second World War, the Bulgarian Workers' Party (POB) implemented a popular democracy in the wake of the Soviet Union. The industry is nationalized and developed and the soil becomes collective.

In this context, the city of Sofia is first of all the object of a reconstruction plan which is directly inspired by the city project elaborated by the German architect Mussman before the war. This project imagines the city as a garden city, with numerous parks, residential green spaces and a highly developed public transport network.

At the end of the 1950s, the country entered a process of industrialization of construction, led by the Soviet Union. The city of Sofia is then the object of an urban planning which foresses its extension by the construction of new autonomous districts, the gilos-rayons. These urban complexes are made up of several sectors, the micro-rayons.

However, the communist or socialist regime does'nt go back on the principle of individual ownership: housing is offered for purchase, but it is delivered unfinished to limit construction costs.

ZUP : Massive building opération

France is an occidental country. On the west of Europe, this country is composed by a veritable territory structure, that made by many processes. Toulouse is located in the southwest of France, far from Paris.

After the war, two paradigms have made the principal mind set build new housings: build it fast and low cost. If the principal interest was to resolve the lodgment crisis, it was also a double opportunity. The French state to make an big industry, and the urban designers introduce a new think of housing units.

After some years to experiment and to engage the massive production of housings, the French state by the principle of ZUP has allow some big town to think about their evolution. The final version of the Priority to Urban design Zone (ZUP) regroups every condition for an operation of housing: the possibility to buy the space and to make a project who contain at least 500 housings. The framework of the massive lodgment production is complete, but not without consequences.

Toulouse is considered like a metropolitan city since the law about the modernization of territory in 2014. This city has ever had some difficult follow the evolution of the French paradigm on the urban politics. But this period of modernization is one exception on the urban history of this metropolitan town.

The city was first modernized by the state, with the establishment of industries and the development of the airport. But Toulouse is still perceived as a rural area, whose limited extension was planned by Léon Jaussely in 1924. The think is completely axed on the center for his history, and the limitation of the urban extension on the capacities of the electricity and water network.

CITIES MODERN TOWN-PLANNING

At the beginnings of the 60's, the master plan drawn up by the architect Neykov proposes a hierarchical and sectorized vision of the city, with the establishment of gilo-rayons to the west, east and south. These housing complexes are located outside the old city limits. They are planned on the site of former agricultural villages. And, overall, this Neykov plan continues Mussman's planning with the creation of parks and gardens$ In the west, the creation of a huge district is implanted on the former village of Luylin.

This housing complex marks a real transition for the Bulgarian housing policy. Previously, housing construction was regulated by the state through design offices, but most of the investment in construction came from private funds, carried by citizen construction cooperatives. In the 1960s, the state invested itself in construction by public funds. The construction of housing became mass construction, with the application of prefabrication processes of concrete panels.

Thus is designed the Lyulin's gilo-rayon by Sofia design office (Sofproekt). The master plan is completed in 69 : the gilo-rayon is divided into eleven micro-rayons distributed around a cardo and a decumanus. Each building is built at 70% with prefabrication processes developed at the same time in Bulgarian factories. This project is representative of the research conducted on housing typologies. The Bulgarian architects were able to break away from the standards , by playing with volumes and spatial organizations.

The Mirial the urban exception in Toulouse urban history

In the same year of the creation of ZUP, Louis Bazerque has been elected. With a contemporizing thinking, he has modernized all of the city with the 1962 master plan. In the west, this master plan provides for the creation of the biggest housing units project on all urban history of Toulouse.

A contest was organized by Toulouse, to create by the ZUP a new town on the south west the historic center. The program was clear, the new urban piece should be a new administrative center and create 10 000 housing units on 700 hectares of field. The 31 January 1962, a team that lead by Candilis, Josic, and Woods was selected with a new concept of town.

Firsts sketches of the project was drawn around of a development of the principle of corridor for the housing unit, and the urban design. The Mirail had supposed to be the complement of the historic center. But contrary to this principle it appears like to another independent city.

The principles of the composition were:

 A circulations network that connects to the historical center  A sort of corridor slab that separate all type of mobility, and make a linear center  A composition that produces a strong density near to linear center, and some individual's lodgments on peripheric zone And to finish a framework of green spaces to include the principle of town country.

Composed by five districts, that all contain publics equipment to be independent, the connection between the new town and the history was weak. Unfortunately, the scale of the ambitions and the project that will increase all problematics that every common operation meet during their construction. That will product many modifications during the conception steps, and after during the construction.

THE EVOLUTIONS OF THE PROJECTS

During its construction, the Lyulin master plan continued to be redefined for each micro-rayon.

Construction began in 1973 and in 1977, the first three micro-rayons in the northwest were completed.

In this time, the project grew to 10 micro-rayons and the internal composition changed. The idea of the modern center disappears, as well as the sports facilities on the main axis. A green corridor appears to connect the centre to the Zapaden park in the south.

Since 1991, the infrastructure has continued to develop, especially to connect this housing complex to the rest of the city.

In addition, some areas have been taken over by private real estate development, such as Lyulin 8. This area, which is located on the north of the gilo-rayon, contains old self-buildings from the rural past. But it also includes dense private constructions, which are not connected to the various networks.

To the south, between Lyulin 6 and Lyulin 7, the "green corridor" has been replaced by a shopping center. Car dealerships stand next to supermarkets and there is only little space left for the original park.

History of renouncement

The project has been modified many times during the conception and also during the construction.

The scale of this project has aggravated all of problems that a classic project of construction, and the problems of collaboration and relationships between actors. The project has met some financial problems, and even if the relationship between the mayor and the urbanist's team is good, some conflicts have appeared with the team of technician team of the city.

Despite of that, the construction has begun in 1963, with "Bellefontaine" and "Reynerie" districts, and the firsts collectives housing unit. In 1966, the first inhabitants settle down.

But the financial problems become more and more important and product many difficulties on the process of the That push the design team to evolve and make choices. In front this situation, Alexi Josic has resigned. In 1967, a road diagram tried to resolve the permanents problematics of the city about the mobility. This plan has a real effect, some road loop destroys all principles of the initial concept: the linear city, and the continuity of slab and buildings in particularly. The project seems to disappear on the plan of 1972, its lost all of founding principles.

The municipality change in 1971. It marks the end of the era for the Mirail. Pierre Baudis has redirected all of means on the historic center and used only individual housing units on peripheries.

In 1975, the project did a real turning point to economics reflection. The ZUP was substituted by the ZAC that will be used for only for small pieces of the district. The individual housing units district of Pradette, and the economic place of Basso Combo has been achieved in total contradiction with the firsts initials concepts. The renouncement of urbans designers was complete and Candidilis quit the project in 1981.

THE PARTICIPATION OF THE INHABITANTS

As I said, Bulgaria had a special status in the bloc of "Eastern countries" with individual ownership.

The dwellings were delivered unfinished. And the inhabitants were left to choose the interior finishes, as well as the furniture, when they can find it. They are also owner of a small part of the exterior ground This double process engaged the inhabitants in a participation after of the construction. They have thus developed a socio-spatial organization for the management and maintenance of the common parts and exterior spaces. And, as time went by, they undertook renovations of the apartments, with more or less consultation with the other inhabitants. Thus, in Lyulin, the marges of the former greenway become places developed by the residents. On the side of Lyulin 6, they have extended the access roads to the housing and facilities. They also installed parking lots that form a threshold between the "commercial zone" and the residential spaces.

And in these residential spaces, as in all the city, the inhabitants take advantage of the open ground to grow vegetables. They create intermediate spaces that allow everyone to move into the collective space and to share it at differents times of day.

Participation against the erasure

Since the end of seventies, the Mirail was become a social district. In 1975, it became a political town of district. Even if some program like the Social development of district or the Social Urban development have added the subway in 1993, the Mirail has not changed until 2001.

After the years of renouncement come the days of rehabilitation. Like all these types of districts, many associations will be to develop to act against the social problems. But even if the Mirail and its university has built on a social mind set, the strategies launched were totally disconnected that social framework.

In the beginning of the millenary, a new paradigm appears in French law and the creation of ANRU (National Agency for Urban Renewal). In this mind set, in 2001 the Mirail is integrated to a contract that engages his renovation. The concept was to reintroduce the principle of the original master plan, but that will provoke the destruction of some part of tripode buildings. These destructions were problematics because il opposes the operational world to the point of view of the inhabitants about the size of the housing unit.

With the arrival of the left in power in 2008, the renovation project evolved. It was split into three parts and entrusted to different urban planners. Some experimentations are also beginning to work on the empowerment in the district, such as those conducted with the Toulouse School of Architecture. Another paradigm appears in 2014 with a law that allow a creation of inhabitant's corporation (les conseils citoyens) to participate on the rehabilitation project.

With these advances, the Reynerie project was able to evolve.

-The major project of the Maison de l'Image has been cancelled to make way for social housing.

-

The history of the Mirail has been highlighted and the last pieces of the slab have not been destroyed. -Shared gardens have been created at the foot of the buildings to allow residents to grow their own vegetables. -

The Reynerie park has become a water sports base for the inhabitants of Toulouse. And finally, a third place has been set up to develop these participative initiatives: the imaginations fertiles.

But the fight is not over because the Reynerie urban renewal project still envisages the destruction of a large part of the tripods. With another change of mayor the including of inhabitants is weak, and the participation stay desperately too only limited to an information about this part of the project.

CONCLUSION

To conclude, we would like to tell you about a result of the cross of these two researches. When we worked on the Reynerie in Le Mirail, we met with an elected municipal official, Mr Lagleize. We presented him the research carried out in Bulgaria. And as our discussions progressed, he was thinking of a new type of property. This gave rise to the Lagleize law, which dissociate land ownership from real estate ownership. This is a way for the creation of common spaces in France, with the involvement of citizens.