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Summary

In its broadest sense, causation is defined as a situation involving two events in a
relationship of cause and effect (Shibatani 1976: 1-2). Morpho-syntactically, causative
constructions refer to valency derivation processes in which the semantic role of Causer is
introduced in the argument frame of a verb, and realised as the subject or syntactic agent, thus,
leading to a syntactic restructuration of the arguments. Thus, a causative derivation is a
grammaticalised, productive means to express a causative situation. The semantic domain
covered by causative derivations is notoriously wide, extending from direct/manipulative
causation to indirect/directive causation. Authors such as Dixon (2000) have drawn attention to
the fact that, within a single language, different causative forms might co-exist in a single
language and express distinct semantic properties. The same author also lists the main semantic
features cross-linguistically likely to be associated with different causative forms. Those
features are resumed and reorganised by Shibatani & Pardeshi (2001) who propose to represent
the causative domain as a continuum between direct and indirect causation, the middle of this
continuum being divided into joint-action, assistive and supervision causations (from more
direct to more indirect).

Four synchronically productive causative forms have been identified in Lhasa Tibetan,
corresponding to different degrees of grammaticalisation and productivity, in addition to the
(now fully lexicalised) s-prefixation form. The aim of my presentation is to classify those forms
with regard to their semantic characteristics, and to show how the continuum space defined by
Shibatani (2001) is shared out between those forms. Two of the productive forms are specialised
in expressing respectively the two poles, whereas the two others cover the whole extent of the
continuum. Those apparently similar forms can still be distinguished, if other functional criteria
are taken into account.
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Drolkar-eERG ~ Tashi-DAT  sweet.ABS give-PAST3

‘Drolkar gave the sweet to Tashi.’
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mother-H-ERG scolding LIGHTV-CONN Drolkar-ERG ~ Tashi-DAT sweet.ABS give-PAST3
‘Since her mother scolded her, Drolkar gave the sweet to Tashi.’
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Tsering-ERG ~ Drolkar-DAT  new DEM.ABS tell-PAST3

"Tsering told this new to Drolkar.'
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1SG-ERG Tsering-DAT Drolkar-DAT  news DEM.ABS tell-NLz education  LIGHTV-PAST1
'| asked Tsering to tell this new to Drolkar.'
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child DEM.ABS  o0.to.bed-PAST2
“This child went to bed.’
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Tsering-ERG ~ child DEM.ABS  go.to.bed.CAUS-PAST?2

“Tsering put this child to bed.’
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child DEM.ABS  school-GEN inside-DAT g0-PAST2
‘This child went inside the school.’
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1SG-ERG  child DEM.ABS  school-DAT g0-CAUS-PAST1
‘I made this child go to school.’
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1SG-ERG education  LIGHTV-PAST1

'l [and nobody else] told Tsering to tell this new to Drolkar.'
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Tsering-ERG ~ vegetable-ABS buy-PAST3
‘Tsering bought vegetables.’
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mother-H-ERG Tsering.ABS  vegetable.ABS buy-NLZ-DEST® CAUS-PAST3
‘Mother made Tsering buy vegetables.’
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1sG.ABS  obscurity-DAT fear-PRES2
‘I fear the obscurity.’

b eraRapr Bar SREAE SUAELY
maternal.oncle-H-ERG ~ daemon-GEN  story.ABS  tell-CONN
S XEF TR A Qs -y QSN RG]

1sG.ABS  obscurity-DAT fear-NLZ ~ CAUS-PARF
‘[My] oncle made me fear the obscurity by telling daemon stories.’
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Tsering-ERG  letter.ABS  write-PAST2
‘Tsering wrote a letter.’
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1SG-ERG  Tsering-DAT  letter.ABS  write-CAUS LIGHTV-PASS1
‘I made Tsering write a letter.’
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4 Shibatani, M. & Pardeshi, P. (2001: 85-126)



direct joint action assistance supervision indirect

causation causation
aymxgad &G AJA| ‘f:r]k\m] g'};’q amxa g
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AR AR LSRR

%&'@x‘&gﬁ'i&‘?ﬁ'&ﬂ&'i'i'qax'qg:ﬁ«'g\ﬁaa‘qqm'ng'tg?qu\rq‘a’&qm g'«&'m'ﬂr\'m’g{r\'xa‘ﬂfﬁ
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SRS ERALY

AN PR A AGI A RR B YA T HIEVATIRNAGFNRQRNY AR AAGHHIEIAT YN B far
AR RAN i) AxRF AN RAWRYAN A3 B AYK| AFFRFRIG aiggHiaraEs IS
%

ﬁ&'ﬁxﬁmw\ﬁm"éﬁw&%ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ"gﬁ@ﬁ@m g’q'f\r\'?\'qgw'uxﬁm'q'i'ix'xr\'%@m'&'ﬁ&'@&'gﬁiﬁ'ﬁﬁ
£ ﬂﬁqx&’&q&ta‘ﬁm'qﬁqm'&é’fﬁgﬂ'ﬂawgﬁ'gﬂA\rﬁqiﬁ]

ﬁitm‘{ﬁ(lo)uaﬁrq g’n’amm&'qf\'aq'ﬁ«'@'ﬂ'gﬂﬁm ﬁm'u"r@qr\'aq'f\\'g'qngq'N&'N'ax'&!ﬁ'u'qmm'
?fq‘s‘“'ﬁﬁiﬁ]
(10) Context: éﬁ(‘ﬂ“”—ﬁ“‘ ......

qFNFN] - outside-ABL
‘from outside...’

Ar & a ATAT A

a 0 ERARN SEVECEY B ey ARK_X QYA
Tsering-ERG  child DEM.ABS REFL-GEN room-DAT  @o.t0.bed.CAUS-PAST2
A 2N a ATAT A

b_ 4 ...... é'xf\'_ﬂ']k\!' %.ﬂ. qﬁ' N'N_q' m:"\‘_x’ 9"“’-5’-“@“"-“'*3‘

Tsering-ERG ~ child DEM.ABS REFL-GEN  roOm-DAT  (0.t0.bed-DEST-CAUS-PAST2
‘... Tsering made the child sleep in his room.’
aQ [N a ATAT A A
c. 5™ %’r«_:qm‘ SEVC Y AR ARK_X B QHR AR
Tsering-ERG child DEM.ABS REFL-GEN  room-DAT  g0.t0.bed-NMZ-DEST CAUS-PAST?2
*...Tsering sent this child to sleep in his room.’
...... D Nx( f— o XX S . . . B o
d. 5 ERR AN SR AR AR _X YU _WA|RIN 35
Tsering-ERG  child DEM.ABS REFL-GEN  room-DAT  go.to.bed-CAUS-PAST2
‘... Tsering made the child sleep in his room.’
Ar a a AT ~ A
e. 0 TERRAN I Ay AR LNSHEN RS AN



Tsering-ERG child DEM.ABS REFL-GEN  room-DAT  g0.t0.bed-CAUS LIGHTV-PAST2

r@xq‘{r\'@w'LqAW"ﬂ't:!‘a’&v'n'gxﬁﬂ«q?\qm"%ﬁ'@%ﬂ'ﬂf;&r?\] am'a?\q&@%q'« ‘fq«r.,.ér\'u' »rﬁéﬁqﬁm"m’r\'
43’3‘%’4“'51N'ﬂﬁ"qx&!'&ﬁ'ﬂ&'kﬁm'q?\qm'q‘{r\'g:@'&'iﬂ

ﬁfgxﬁxq‘{f\'( 11 )qa'ﬁr\m':qNm'qqr\'qaﬁ'ﬁm'qﬁnm'ﬂf\"qxaﬁﬁu'iﬂ ﬁm'n"A?@N'&'ﬁqqﬁungﬁ&mwﬂ'
ﬁm'naﬂm'%tr\m'?\'am'q?ﬁ&!'@"?éfq'i'ixmgq’ﬂ?&!"éﬁ@ﬁﬁwiﬂ

(11) Context: F¥33% 8§73

q{NFAN] - Kalsang go.through-CONN
‘Through Kéilsang...’
a3 " g’i&'_ﬁl\l' %ﬂ q%. Q%Y"J'_’J'i‘ﬂ
Tsering-ERG  child DEM.ABS  go.to.bed.CAUS-PAST?2

‘... Tsering put this child to bed.’
ba " ;‘é"i&‘_ﬂﬁ"k\]' %4\1 q?\. ‘9‘,\!._% qéq'-q'izﬂ
Tsering-ERG  child DEM.ABS  go.to.bed-DEST = CAUS-PAST2

Tsering made this child go to bed.’
cd ?éir\ﬁm %ﬂ q%. ‘9"\!'_4’]_(’ Q?R"J'i’\]
Tsering-ERG  child DEM.ABS go.to.bed-NLZ-DEST CAUS-PAST2

... Tsering made this child go to bed.’
d.4 gif\'&w %4\1 q?\. ‘9‘,\!._&4.!. qu'_ﬁ!'i’ﬂ

Tsering-ERG  child DEM.ABS go.to.bed-NLZ CAUS-PAST2
... Tsering made this child go to bed.’

60 ™ g.g,\._gw. g q%_x’ 904._«{4.!&, S“"-’*"iﬁ]

Tsering-ERG  child DEM-DAT  go.to.bed-CAUS  LIGHTV-PAST2

r\am‘{f\‘(l 1)mm‘qg&!'ﬁ'@ﬁqﬁm'iﬁﬁqaggq'%'%ﬂ‘i]’ﬂ&‘« ‘x’q«’_,.@r\'nr »ﬂm'ﬂﬁﬂ:&'&ﬁu&‘ﬁm'a?ﬁ&‘
&?fq‘gxgq'éa'xﬁ'wiﬁf\n'if\] ?fﬁ'g:iﬁqw@w%ﬁn'fgx?\f\'xq&f'@'fg'N&'m'ﬂﬁﬁr\m'ﬁ’{q@qa‘@ﬁaﬁm@r\‘&!f\'@g
gﬂ'gza‘q&m&'&ﬁn‘f\ﬂ ?\5'54]&'@s’%ﬂ]‘q&xm‘q‘i&'ﬁﬁéﬂ g’gﬂ'?\'?afxfr‘&\?&‘ﬁm'a?\qw@’{ﬁ‘fﬂ'ai%&'&q
“wr{ﬁ’\g'\] ?\x'ngamu?\w'igﬁ'na'?éq'&Tﬂ«'@"ﬁﬂ@ﬂ«gﬁ?ﬁ"{qﬁq'ﬁ:’g’aﬁw'@‘s’q'ﬁ«'qqr\'mq'iﬁﬁr\'
25 qa’gxﬁ:q&m'ﬁwq?ﬁ&@%q’A@N'@N'ﬂfﬂx’&!'&ﬁuaﬁm'a?\qw&gq&gq‘u‘r\r\‘] am'a?\q&'ig oA
gﬂ"'ﬂ@ﬁ'ﬂk\!'E!ﬁ’q&’&'&cﬁ'ﬂa‘ﬁm'R%ﬂ&‘&gﬁgﬁl'ﬁqﬂ ﬂ’\"q’&'&!ﬁ'ﬂa'ﬁm'R%ﬂ&'&gﬁgw&rgﬂ'qgﬂ]‘f\gﬁ@’\‘f\&"t\!]
ﬁf“&'@x‘ﬁ%&'ﬁm'u"ﬁm'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ&'@'ﬂi’r@ﬂ'éf\'qw'ﬁgﬁéﬁ'g&ﬂ

ﬁ&'ﬁrﬁm'm{«'r{(&'@N'@N’ﬁﬂ'@'@'qx@q&i'm&] éqaxqqq‘q&'qqﬁ'ﬁmn"tf«'ﬁﬂ'«&'&'&%'@'
ﬁm'm&g‘qawq'?éﬂ'&‘gq'gq'f\gﬁ@ﬁg&ﬂ ’\E!X'QE’\'(I P RARELEES L,im'q?\wﬁs'%q'rw':r« RHRA
gx@'qﬁ«'gw'r\a‘gm‘m‘gﬁ&&ﬂ \5"{4]'54"&g’ﬁm'a?\qw"gﬁna’%q'qqﬁnxmr\'ﬁ'qa'na&'rg'nia’wé&'
i’q«'r\xaﬁm'rz?\zw'&?fﬁgn'&;r\'uangiﬁ]
(12)a. 4 IR ey ér\'_ng'_t\r&ﬂ
Tsering.ABS ~ WOrk.ABS  LIGHTV-CAUS-PAST1



‘I made Tsering work.’

A a [2%
h.0 3R s 35-9.x QB AW

Tsering.ABS ~ WOrk.ABS  LIGHTV-NLZ-DEST  CAUS-PAST1

‘I made Tsering work.’

\ -‘\ . . v ~ v . « 2] -‘\

c. 4 FIR AN S QIN W
Tsering.ABS ~ WOrk.ABS  LIGHTV-NLZ  CAUS-PAST1
‘I made Tsering work.’

A G o &

d.5 3 s SAVES D ALY
Tsering.ABS  WOrk.ABS  LIGHTV-CAUS LIGHTV-PAST1
‘I made Tsering work.’

Context: ™ A& SR Exm agay  gaady)
MGNYRN] . 1sG-ERG  work.ABS  Tsering with  LIGHTV-pAST]
‘... I worked together with Tsering.’

FEqUUT( AHRA %x’q’%A\x"qu’ua‘am'a?\w‘q‘g’ﬁ&'gq'qw\] e P RATTER (| 3) LN TPFYR
ﬂf\'qu&'@!ﬁ'ﬂ&‘t,ﬁm'q?\q&rr\r\'ai'qag"g’q'E]'L,ﬁm'a?\q&f‘q‘fﬁgq’@'ﬁr\'nirﬂ
?\'N'q‘ngwr\'i]w'@N'&?fﬁ'q'gﬂ;’am'a?\q«igqqa’gq'qqﬁ'ﬂ‘é&'&&‘af\"qx'c“u5’43’53&1'a?\q&r&gﬁgﬂ'@iﬁ\]
(13) o ama P ERa & §_ax pR x|

mother-H-ERG Tsering-ABS  vegetable-ABS buy-NLZ-DEST CAUS-PAST3

‘Mother made Tsering buy vegetables.’
Context1l: 0 &V&ama s & ER wesy  H A

q{NFAN 9: mother-H-ERG ~ vegetable.ABS Tsering together buy-PAST3
intended : 'Mother bought vegetables with Tsering.'

Context2: 5 &3& B AN Brar_amse R
q§NFAN2: Tsering.ABS  vegetable.ABS buy-CONN mother-H.ABS exist
5
‘[His] mother was [there] when Tsering bought vegetables.’

r\am‘{f\‘( 1 3)43@&@1 ﬁr\ﬁ] 'r\a‘q‘{r\‘(l2)AIN':!gq’g&’&%'qﬁw@‘awa?\w"éﬁwa’qmgw'f\aﬁa]
ﬁm'fﬁqm’@s’gw«mn'« RHR »?\m'&gqifﬁﬁnwiﬁ] Eﬁ'@f«g'};’q'5\1'ﬁrm'q?\zm'&?fﬁ'ur‘i'qm'gw'q%w%
FEq AT AR R NG HR R

wr@f\'qﬁms’%q'ﬁw'ﬂ‘@fﬂf\'ﬂx@tﬁ'uaﬁm'qﬁqmn‘{ﬁ'n&r&réﬂ ﬁs&'ﬁaﬁ'ﬂ\fgﬁ'( | 4)NN R YREGE

qﬁm’@’a@qﬁmm&fﬁu&qm'gim'f\r\'&'&gﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁf\'u'&iﬂ

(14) A QT ageer a3y
Tsering-ERG  child DEM.ABS  get.up.CAUS-PAST2
‘Tsering got the child up.’

Context: 5§ &% 2 NGHY AN AR

TaNFAN Tsering.ABs  child  with get.up-PAST2

“Tsering got up with the child.’
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(15) 0 ¥R _ar A é,\_\{nw S“"-“'aﬂ
Tsering-DAT ~ work.ABS  VSup-CAUS LIGHTV-PAST1
Context : g”a\‘\'-a“" e é’\'_@!' A& X=za_a

T{NFAN] - Tsering-ERG  Work.ABS  VSUP-CONN 1SG-ERG 3SG-DAT
AY_ZN qgﬁ_ﬂ'@tﬂ
look-CONN stay-PAST1
Intended : ‘I made Tsering work. When Tsering was working, I stayed watching him.’
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direct joint action assistance supervision indirect
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¥R TTERY A
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ﬁx@’%&‘gxﬁm‘q?\q&rq}/r\gw'ﬁ&'ﬁ«'« ‘x’q&r@r\u' SREFA TR AN Rgaaa| ARTTERAGE
@&‘f\sﬁqﬁw‘mt\‘aw@'&'@wﬂ f@x’ﬂfﬁ‘(16)%%X’R!ﬁ&'qéiwﬁwf\'ﬂ'&!'iﬂ 55'@&‘« IS »éx':m%‘q\t\/ﬁ‘qi‘&q
u'z\r\'}}&Tqu4\1'@'ﬁ'ﬂgﬂ«'m'@q«x'ﬁm'ﬂ‘{ﬁai’x&’ﬁrﬂqm'@wammﬁng'ﬁq'gq'r@m'u'a:r]w@'?ﬁﬁu'iﬁ]
"\'3"’\’3"“?’\'(17)%’541"“%%'3“1’51"51"'@“1“’”*"“1’\'341'&%'51 A R BE LR AR SR C
aaqm’ﬁri]nﬂ’g&@&'az\'q5&'§Qr\'§q'gﬂ'51N'&'ﬁ'ﬁgxﬁm"&fﬁméﬁqa'@ﬁﬁmq:\1'@N'@Nﬁﬁ'g’ﬂ&'&qm'aﬁ'ﬁ'
N
(16) 73 ?{f&t"_mﬂm' w_x m&m’_’x’qm' g«'_m'ﬁtﬂ

1SG-ERG  Grand.mother-H.ABS Up-DAT get.up-APPL  LIGHTV-PAST1
? ‘I made Grandmother get up.’/ ‘I got up for Grandmother’

(17) FER’_EW (472 §N'_‘x’qk\r gx =g
3SG-ERG child-dat Write-APPL  LIGHTV-PASS3-PHAT
‘He wrote it for [the child] isn’t it?’

ARarRERyRNAy g’gqm'qgqn&'&r@éq'&:gq‘ﬁr\@&'ﬂw'ﬁ&'&qﬂ'qwm'ﬁ&ﬁ'ﬁaﬁ"{q'ﬁqﬁ'551&'5&‘@6"‘4‘
ﬁm'q?\w'&gﬁnq%uﬁm'&r\'?ﬂ :!‘{f\'%fw'?\N'?éq'gquﬁr\m'ﬁmu"ﬁgﬁ@m'ngnm&x'ﬁﬁ"ﬂ’ﬂ'ﬂ&'ﬂ{ﬁ@f\m&
tqf\‘aq“Lgﬁ'gm@ﬂ'ga‘ﬂq&'ﬁ&'ﬁ'ﬂ%&xqar\'&] ‘&;ﬁ'gm'q@q'ma'qa'sq'?\‘m'%w@'q‘fﬁ(17)41354@?5\&?\@'%
“{ﬁ"gﬁ&'g'qa'gmm‘q‘g/ﬁ@%ﬁu'iﬂ ?fﬁ'@:f\im‘g/ﬁ(m)qg:@%ﬂ"‘q@fmgan‘i’&r\%ﬂ'ﬂ%ﬂ]m&r&r\'ﬁg&'r\@
‘55'6’64gx’m'@'ﬂ&'ﬂ«'g@&'&gﬁ'ﬁrﬂ ?\m\y'gax'ﬁé"gxgm'r\r\'*rﬁ'rﬂ':r]%&\1'@'5414\1'ﬁ«'ﬂ‘{r\'gr\m'?\'g'gﬁ@r\qw
Q%N'ﬁ'qgjﬂG

5 XXX détails, renvoyer au mémoire

6 Creissels (2006: 74-75) ﬁ«'aé&!'g“;&'ﬁ'k;ﬁ?\qwg'gqm'ngxﬁ«s’gm'@'&q'ﬁ'&éﬁ'@ﬁ'aq'gwqwm'q&m'mﬁ@ﬁ@'ﬁﬁu'iﬂ N URRERS
BRA Ry aie R g g §a s g g ap s gaaRagagaapalmer (1994:234)7X Dixon (2000; 31-32) ¥apdsymady
vy



""ﬁ’\'} - Appendix
QAR gIas R g R Es R Fag|
List of non-standard and newly proposed technical terms in Tibetan
Applicative voice: S’%”*"@"\ﬂ
Assistance (subtype of causative event): f"*‘]“"’*‘] (ﬁ"*‘"ﬁ‘““"@'@'qaﬁ"ﬂ&“‘faﬂ)
Auxiliary verb: S’gﬂ'“‘“’“l
Auxiliation: S’gﬂ"’;“"‘?ﬁ‘ﬂ

Causative: ﬁ"“"’*a‘“‘"

Causative expression; causative form: ﬁ"*"“;\q“"\gﬁ"“aﬂ A5

Causative voice: ﬁ”*"q?ﬁ“f'ﬁ"’ﬂ

Causee (semantic role of): ﬁ"*‘""a‘]"'ﬂ“]

Causer (semantic role of): ﬁ”“"’iﬁ AN Y REA XA

Degree of grammaticalisation: 95 §758 37g<&4|

Direct causation: ﬂ’i"}’“aﬁ'“a'ﬁ“'q%m]

Dynamic event: §¥gaNE§<Rg|

Indirect causation: ﬂ‘\'ﬂ*&ﬁ"ﬁ'ﬁ’“a;\ml

Indiirect speech: SFRTETH|

Joint action (subtype of causative event): ¥3533%] (g AT gaRGR AR Fa)
Semantic continuum: §35F 9 5E5 2«

Semantic: ‘“%'ﬁ'\"\/ﬂ

Stative event: %”“'ﬂ“]“i‘“a‘ﬁ"“a'@m

Supervision (subtype of causative event): ¥ 59 (YRR gaRgRaRiada)
Syntactic argument; actant: SESEEERECEEs

Syntax: 3@1’%@5’\'%“"1

Valency increasing process: S’gﬂm'q%"a’&“gﬂ'“’@ﬂ5’\'@&’3“@“'1

Abbreviations :

1: first person “1’\'3“1"\’\'\’5]; 2: second person “T’\'E“T’@“"’*‘]; 3: third person SRFATYNA]: ABL:
ablative *&~RAN]: ABs: absolutive "5\5'5'5\‘1; APPL: applicative S"Sf’*"@"\“]; CAUS: causative 3™
ARRN| - CONN: connective particle g“]"‘%“'ﬂg“"’“@gﬂ“ﬁ’ﬂ; DAT: dative g, DEMm:
demonstrative; DEST: destinative gl; ERG: ergative @’\'ﬁ]; GEN: genitive"‘ﬁ‘“’iﬂ; H: honorific

form §N]; LIGHTV: light verb XXX; NLz: nominalizer c':‘R'é’\“i“‘; PAST: intentional, egophoric past
XXX; PASTZ : assertive past XXX; PAST3 : testimonial past XXX; PERF : perfective XXX; PHAT:

phatic; PL: plural ““gﬂ; PRES2: testimonial present XXX; sG : singular ?)f\g“] :V: verb S’gﬂ
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