Topographical Collection of King George III

Founded and maintained by The British Library, https://www.flickr.com/ photos/tags/georgeiiitopographicalcollection

The topographical collection of King George III -known as the 'K. Top. collection'includes maps, views, architectural drawings, atlases, sea charts, and counts as one of the world's most significant historical resources. Maintained and curated by The British Library (BL), the digital collection encompasses nearly eighteen thousand high-resolution images. The materialvaried in format and size -spans over three hundred years, from the early sixteenth century to the early nineteenth century. Not only does the K. Top. collection provide detailed visual insights into Britain's past, it also offers an extensive grasp of the relationships between Britain and the wider world. Various documents feature writings in languages such as Latin, German, French, and Italian.

The items comprising the collection were originally donated to the nation by King George IV in 1828. In 2020, the BL made these primary sources widely available and accessible through its digital Flickr Commons Space. Flickr -an image and video hosting serviceenables users to upload and share high-resolution images. The high-resolution feature is exceptionally satisfying, especially as users benefit from the affordances of the zoom function, which allows them to read the smallest characters and see the details of illustration without any apparent difficulty. Users do not need to create an account to access Flickr content. However, creating an account becomes a necessity should users wish to like, comment, and save items to a designated personal space.

The BL Flickr Commons Space gathers the entire K. Top. collection in one album, leaving users with a hundred and eighty pages worth of historical resources. Because the primary source web content is not indexed, users must scroll through all the available content to find the source in which they are interested. While the design of Flickr makes navigation very simple, the creation of thematic or chronological sub-albums would have made it easier for users to target their research. Considering that the visual experience is akin to a visit to a museum or gallery, users may expect to tailor their experiences according to their preferences. Although the BL Flickr does not enable a personalised experience, it is worth pointing out that the digitised collection has been accessed by more than sixty thousand people thus far.

The digitised collection offers three types of user experience: skim viewing, detailed reading, and slideshows. Registered users can scroll through the materials while simultaneously marking items as favourites, which makes the skim viewing experience possible. By clicking on a timeline item, users access the primary source document and caption as well as information about the date of publication, the support materials and artistic techniques used, and the dimensions of the item. Such practice stimulates detailed reading. For instance, by clicking on the picture of two spheres entitled "Figure du passage de Venus sur le disque du Soleil qu'on observera le 3 juin, 1769, par M. De la Lande », users are able to see that this map was published in 1760 by Lattré in Paris. Further information is available: the item has been viewed seventeen thousand times and appears to have been marked as 'favourite' seven times thus far. Finally, the slide show mode presents users with a full-screen view of the contents, along with the possibility to go forward and backward using the appropriate arrows.

The highlights of this digitised collection include a manuscript map of New York city with watercolour and gold highlighting. The map, entitled "A Description of the Towne of Mannados or New Amsterdam", was presented to James II to celebrate the Dutch's surrendering of the city of New Amsterdam to the English in 1664. Amongst other highlights, we find James Cook's manuscript map of the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon and a large archive of drawings by Nicholas Hawksmoor, the architect of Christ Church Spitalfields in London. The strength of the Flickr K. Top. collection certainly lies in making primary resources highly engaging and widely accessible. Because of its abundance of historical primary sources, the platform could prove an exceptional tool in a classroom context.

The current display is not conducive to use by researchers. However, researchers will certainly find value in exploring the digitised collection alongside the highly captivating, informative, and well-referenced articles comprising the British Library's "Picturing places" section. The BL has indexed a plethora of articles pertaining to the K. Top. collection. Considering the articles and the visual evidence together provides a very enriching user experience and makes it possible for the general audience, students, and researchers alike to fully appreciate the resources.
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