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A cartographic language is a graphic method, which uses properties of the visual image to 
show differences, order and proportionality between geographical data. It allows conveying 
more pragmatic spatial information from the map, and transmitting geospatial information in 
a more vividly and accurately way. The ESPON Mapping guide (Task 4) aims to: 

- Demonstrate that a cartographic language can be a source of innovation, as long as 
semiotic rules are respected;  

- Propose some keys elements to design and produce maps;  

- Propose an approach focusing on the key points needed for the construction of 
maps. Thus, for each type of representation, the map maker or designer has to 
understand issues that underlay the map: explanations of the mapping type, the 
mapping process, the appropriate data, strengths and weaknesses of the method, 
some software that could be used, and a homemade map proposition.  

 

This following proposal is an additional task that complements the ESPON ECL Task 4 report.  

We propose to re-design 10 ESPON maps from the Second ESPON 2013 Synthesis Report, (1) 
on the basis of all the mapping guide recommendations and (2) respecting the ESPON 
corporate identity. This proposal is intended to mean a reflection on a compromise between 
scientific and political issues.  

This work focus on three main aspects: 

- Aesthetical considerations (colors, symbol style, graphic effects, etc.); 
- Layout and map staging (legend, titles, etc.); 
- Enhancing statistical and geographical information.  

Even if those aspects might be incompatible among themselves and since already stated a 
map kit too prescriptive is a hindrance to creativity and innovation, this Deliverable 6 aims to 
provide a constructive consensus to meet and as much as possible the political demand 
without sacrificing principles underpinning scientific mapping. 

Each represented map systematically depicts all ESPON member states (including remote 
territories). The northern part of the Cyprus Island will be represented in white with the label 
« no data available »; the blue stripes on both sides of the map will be maintained. However, 
to enhance the efficiency of the cartographic message, a generalised based map is used.  As 
much as possible, the legend is displayed within the map. Some graphical tricks are used to 
enhance spatial structures.  

 

 



 4 

 

 
MAPS ISSUED FROM THE Second ESPON 2013 Synthesis Report 
Territorial insight: Where to focus what types of investments 
 

Map 01: Territorial patterns of innovation (p21) 

Map 02: E-commerce, 2010 (p26) 

Map 05: Greenhouse gas emissions in 2010 (p38) 

Map 06: On-shore wind energy costs (p40) 

Map 07: Land change hotspots, 1990-2006 (p44) 

Map 09: Regions affected by directive on air quality (p51) 

Map 14: Old age dependency rate, 2011 (p66) 

Map 15: Number of women per 100 coeval men, 2008 (p68) 

Map 21: Interreg C III and IV partners (p85) 

Map 22: Interreg C III and IV lead partners (p86) 
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Proposal for a modernised ESPON cartographic template 
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ESPON will achieve three goals in using a generalised base map: 

 
1- Enhance the ESPON visual identity (no one use it within European 
organisations, so it will be a strong identity for ESPON to do so) ; 

2- From a scientific point a view, it’s proved that a use of a generalised base map 
improves a lot the efficiency of the stated message;  

3- The lightweight format of a generalised base map is well adapted to be 
integrated to ESPON tools and all maps produced in the ESPON program 
(whatever the technical solution chosen).   
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