
HAL Id: hal-03542162
https://hal.science/hal-03542162v1

Submitted on 9 May 2023

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access archive
for the deposit and dissemination of scientific re-
search documents, whether they are published or not.
The documentsmay come from teaching and research
institutions in France or abroad, or from public or pri-
vate research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaireHAL, est des-
tinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents scien-
tifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant
des établissements d’enseignement et de recherche
français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou
privés.

Distributed under a Creative Commons CC BY-NC 4.0 - Attribution - Non-commercial use - International
License

A micro-transducer matrix design for the detection of
flexural guided waves

Hala El Rammouz, Farouk Benmeddour, Jamal Assaad, Emmanuel Moulin, Nikolay
Smagin, Lucie Dupont, Lynda Chehami, Youssef Zaatar, Ziad Herro

To cite this version:
Hala El Rammouz, Farouk Benmeddour, Jamal Assaad, Emmanuel Moulin, Nikolay Smagin, et al.. A micro-
transducer matrix design for the detection of flexural guided waves. Ultrasonics, 2021, 115, pp.106430.
⟨10.1016/j.ultras.2021.106430⟩. ⟨hal-03542162⟩

https://hal.science/hal-03542162v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


A micro-transducer matrix design for the detection of flexural
guided waves⋆,⋆⋆

H. El Rammouza,∗,1, F. Benmeddoura, J. Assaada, E. Moulina, N. Smagina, L. Duponta,
L. Chehamia, Y. Zaatarb and Z. Herrob

aUniv. Polytechnique Hauts-de-France, CNRS, Univ. Lille, ISEN, Centrale Lille, UMR 8520 - IEMN - Institut d’electronique de Microelectronique
et de Nanotechnologie, DOAE - Departement d’Opto-Acousto-electronique, F-59313 Valenciennes, France
bLebanese University, Faculty of Sciences II, Laboratory of Applied Physics, Fanar, Lebanon

ART ICLE INFO

Keywords:
Micro-transducer matrix
Flexural modes
Structural health monitoring
Non-destructive evaluation

ABSTRACT

In this paper, a new approach is proposed for the detection of ultrasonic guided waves using a
LiNbO3 single crystal-based micro-transducer matrix. This matrix was designed, manufactured,
and then used to detect Lamb and Pochhammer-Chree guided waves in plate- and cylinder-like
structures. This study highlights the identification of the first flexural mode F(1,1) in cylinders
at low frequencies. A network analyser and a laser Doppler vibrometer (LDV) were used to
characterise and study the behaviour of the micro-transducer matrix. An experimental device
was designed and used to acquire electrical measurements of the micro-transducer vibrations.
Then, an original experimental device was developed to generate a selected flexural guided mode
in a solid aluminium cylinder. The emitter comprised two semicircular piezoelectric transducers
excited with only one phased signal thanks to the inverse position of polarisation. Finally, the
results prove that the flexural mode F(1,1) is selected and generated by the emitter, then detected
and identified by the micro-transducer matrix.

1. Introduction
Ultrasonic guided waves (UGW) have shown great potential for non-destructive evaluation (NDE) and structural

health monitoring (SHM) of planar and cylindrical-like structures [1]. These waves can propagate over long distances
in metallic structures without being significantly attenuated. However, due to the dispersive and multi-modal nature
of these waves, the physical interpretation of their interactions with any damage is complex. It is therefore necessary
to study the propagation of a single mode to simplify the analysis of the structural inspection.

The interaction of a single guided mode with damage in plates has been the subject of several numerical and
experimental studies [2, 3, 4, 5]. Regarding cylindrical structures, research has been primarily carried out on pipes
and tubes. UGW in these structures are also known as Pochhammer-Chree modes [6]. Lowe et al. [7] proposed
a method for selecting the longitudinal mode L(0,2) in a pipe and studied its interaction with defects of different
dimensions. Djili et al. [8] investigated the detection of "notch" type defects in tubes immersed in water using the
same mode. Demma et al. [9] exploited the torsional mode T(0,1) for the NDE of pipes. Finally, the review paper [10]
summarises the use of compressional waves in NDE, particularly the L(0,1) and L(0,2) modes as well as the torsional
mode T(0,1). Benmeddour et al. [11] carried out numerical studies on elastic cylinders to predict the scattering of the
three fundamental modes L(0,1), T(0,1) and more particularly the flexural mode F(1,1) after interaction with different
types of inhomogeneities. The advantage of the F(1,1) mode is that it can be launched as a “rotating” mode so different
kinds of damage can be detected.

To generate and receive a single mode in a cylindrical structure, transducer network configurations have been devel-
oped [12]. For example, Zhang et al. [13] studied the preferential detection of a single longitudinal or torsional mode
in hollow cylinders through the excitation of a network of transducers, with phase-shifted signals, placed around the
circumference. Lowe et al. [14] presented a method for generating the L(0,1) mode using a transducer network. SHM
requirements in terms of miniaturisation and integration have pushed researchers to design micron-scale transducer
networks and matrices based on the deposition of thin films of piezoelectric materials [15, 16]. However, this type
of manufacturing is complicated due to various challenges regarding the performance of the material deposited [15].
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Generally, the piezoelectric material lead zirconate titanate (PZT) is used to manufacture transducers. Unfortunately,
current legislation prohibits the use of lead in the microelectronics industry [17]. To this end, research has focused on
the synthesis of new lead-free materials or the use of well known crystals. One of these crystals is Lithium Niobate
(LiNbO3) which has interesting electrical and mechanical properties [18, 19].

In this paper, a new approach is proposed to detect the UGW using a micro-transducer (�T) matrix based on
LiNbO3 single crystal. This matrix, having a small size and a small thickness, can be easily integrated into a structure,
particularly cylindrical-like structures, for SHM applications. This matrix is used as an UGW receiver in the low
frequency range [60 - 120] kHz despite its small dimensions.

To this end, section 2 presents the design of a�Tmatrix as well as themanufacturing process on a LiNbO3 substrate.
The process comprised four main steps: metallisation of the lower face, photolithography, metallisation, and lift-off of
the upper face. Several matrices 500.44 �m thick were obtained. These were characterised using a network analyser
and used in this research work.

Section 3 deals firstly with the detection of Lambwaves in an aluminium plate. Normal displacementmeasurements
were acquired using LDV to verify the behaviour of thematrix in relation to the propagation of guided waves. Secondly,
LDV measurements were carried out on a solid aluminium cylinder to show the ability of the matrix to detect and
separate the mode shapes of Pochhammer-Chree waves.

The selection and generation of the F(1,1) mode between 60 kHz and 120 kHz using an actuator comprising two
piezoelectric half-pads are presented in section 4. Electrical measurements were conducted on the matrix elements to
demonstrate the detection of this mode using the �T matrix.

2. Development and characterisation of an acoustical micro-transducer matrix
In this section, the design and the manufacturing process of the LiNbO3-based �T matrix is presented. A LiNbO3

single crystal 36◦ Y-cut (rotation 36◦ around the Y axis) substrate 76 mm in diameter and 500 �m thick was used. This
cut was chosen for its attractive properties and its sensitivity to surface waves [20].

Figure 1: Photograph of a �T matrix.

A matrix is made up of 25 circular �Ts (see Figure 1). Each �T has a diameter equal to 1.5 mm. The center-to-
center spacing of two consecutive �Ts is 2 mm. The matrix was initially designed to fit a cylinder cross-section of 14
mm in diameter and since the measurements are done manually, a maximum number of 25 �T is chosen to reduce the
time it takes to acquire data, and also so that the test probes used for the electrical measurements can fit accurately the
�Ts.

The manufacturing process was based on two main techniques: metallisation and photolithography, performed on
the LiNbO3 piezoelectric substrate. This process was chosen, on the one hand, to avoid the deposition of the piezo-
electric material which is challenging, time-consuming, and expensive. On the other hand, the metallisation technique
is well known and the photolithography allows to define the matrix pattern.
The manufacture of this matrix involved several steps. First, the joint electrode (the earth electrode) of all the �Ts was
deposited by metallising a face of the substrate with a 200 nm layer of gold. A 20 nm gripping layer of chromium was
deposited between the wafer and the gold (see Figure 2a). The remaining steps were performed on the non-metallised
substrate face. First, the surface was conditioned. Thermal annealing at 110◦C for 5 minutes was applied to ensure
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Figure 2: Manufacturing procedure a)Joint electrode deposition and photolithography, (b)Resin development and deposi-
tion of the upper electrodes, (c) Lift-off .

dehydration of the surface. Then, an HMDS-type (hexamethyldisilazane) chemical solution was used to clean the
surface. The latter was deposited using spin-coating to improve the adhesion of the resin. After surface conditioning,
a layer of AZ nLOF2020-type negative resin approximately 2 �m thick was deposited using spin-coating (see Figure
2a). The deposition was immediately followed by thermal annealing at 110◦C for 90 s to reinforce the bonds between
the resin molecules and then exposure to ’hard’ ultraviolet radiation for 7 s. Thereafter, thermal annealing at 110◦C
for 90 s was applied to amplify the development and reinforce the bonds in the exposed photoresist. Then, the resin
was developed by immersing the substrate in a basic A326-type solution for 90 s (see Figure 2b). Regarding the upper
electrodes, a 20 nm chromium layer and a 200 nm gold layer were deposited successively(see Figure 2b). Finally,
the resin layer and the metal deposited were removed during surface "lift-off" (see Figure 2c). This was achieved by
immersing the substrate for a few hours in an SVC-175-type remover solvent heated to 65◦C.

Figure 3: Experimental setup to measure the �Ts electrical impedance

Figure 3 depicts the experimental setup to characterise the �Ts. It consists of a Wayner Kerr 6540A network
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analyser connected to Quarter A-20338 test probes. One probe is connected to a �T in the matrix, while the other is
connected to the earth. The matrix is supposed to be free from any mechanical load (Figure 1). The voltage applied
across the �Twas 1 V. A frequency sweep from 1 kHz to 15MHzwas performed on two �Ts in the centre: �T numbers
8 and 13 (�Ts marked in red in Figure 1) to determine their resonant frequencies. The measurements were then carried
out on the 25 �Ts in the matrix around the resonance frequency (between 7.0 MHz and 7.6 MHz).

Figure 4: Electrical impedance versus frequency for the 25 �Ts.

Figure 4 shows the variation in the electrical impedance as a function of the frequency for the 25 �Ts in the matrix
500,44 �m thick. The continuous blue curve represents the average impedance. Good reproducibility was observed for
the 25 �Ts. In the following, the ability of the matrix to operate in the low frequency range was demonstrated despite
its high resonance frequency.

3. Identification of guided waves using the micro-transducer matrix
3.1. Identification of Lamb modes

Figure 5: Experimental setup to visualise the propagation of Lamb waves in an aluminium plate.
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In the experimental setup in Figure 5, the �T matrix was placed on an aluminium plate (500 × 150 × 6 mm3) at a
distance of 19.5 cm from the emitter. To ensure good coupling, a thin layer of petroleum grease was used. The plate
was placed on the XY scanning support. The UGW were excited using a Panametrics A413S 0.5/0.5X1.0 transducer.
The excitation signal was a tone burst with 7 cycles, a frequency of 200 kHz, and a peak-to-peak amplitude of 10 V
applied by a Tektronix 7051 generator. The signals received at each measurement point are acquired using the LDV
photodiode and visualised on a LeCroy 725Zi-A oscilloscope. The signals were then transmitted to a computer (PC).
The region inspected by the laser includes the matrix and part of the surrounding plate. The signals were acquired at
1963 points with a spatial resolution defined by Δx×Δy = 0.5 ×0.5 mm2.

(a)

(b)

Figure 6: Visualisation of Lamb mode propagation on an aluminum plate through the matrix (a) S0 at t = 40 �s and (b)
A0 at t = 60 �s.

The propagation of the fundamental zero-order, symmetrical (S0) and anti-symmetrical (A0) Lamb modes at 40 s
and 60 s are shown in Figures 6a and 6b, respectively. These were identified by measuring their wavelengths, which
correspond to 2.6 cm and 1.2 cm, respectively. The absence of the reflected wave out-of-plane component with the �T
matrix should be noted. Indeed, the small thickness of the �Ts makes them almost transparent to the guided waves. It
should be noted that the gray frames that appear in Figures 6a and 6b are due to the acquisition data system, Polytec
PSV 9.2, of the LDV. In fact, the laser scanning head is coupled to a microscope and so the microscopic image of the
�T matrix was combined with the acquired displacement data.

The experimental setup in Figure 5 was used again to acquire electrical measurements. These signals were then
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(a) (b)

Figure 7: (a) Electrical signal acquired on a �T and (b) Dispersion curves of group velocity versus frequency in a 6 mm
thick plate [21].

measured on the 25 �Ts using Quarter A-20338 test probes. The result for a central excitation frequency of fc =
200 kHz is shown in Figure 7a. The propagation of S0 and A0 modes were identified at different moments and were
based on the calculation of the times of flight, noted t, for the two modes using t = D∕vg where D is the distance
between the emitter and the matrix and vg is the theoretical group celerity of the S0 and A0 modes at 200 kHz (see
Figure 7b). The times of flight obtained were 39 �s and 60 �s for the S0 and A0 modes, respectively. These correspond
to the arrival times of themodes displayed in Figure 7a. These results show the ability of the�Ts to recover the vibration
of guided waves at low frequencies despite their small dimensions.

3.2. Identification of Pochhammer-Chree modes
This section aims to identify Pochhammer-Chree waves in a solid aluminium cylinder 1 m long and 14 mm in

diameter. The propagation of these waves in such structures can be predicted theoretically using different numerical
methods. In this study, the semi-analytical discontinuous Galerkin finite element method (SAFE-DG) [21] was used.

Figure 8: Dispersion curves of group velocity versus frequency [21].

Figure 8 shows the group velocity (vg) versus frequency dispersion curves obtained with the SAFE-DG method.
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Three fundamental modes were observed: T(0,1), which is a non-dispersive torsional mode as its vg is constant; the
first flexural mode, F(1,1), for which vg is equal to zero for f = 0 kHz; the first compressional mode, L(0,1), which
tends towards a non-zero value and is initially the fastest. As the frequency increases, the dispersion curves become
more complex and several compressional and flexural modes of higher order appear.

(a) (b)

Figure 9: Mode shapes of (a) L(0,1) and (b) F(1,1) in a solid aluminium cylinder 1 m long and 14 mm in diameter for f
= 100 kHz.

The theoretical mode shapes of the L(0,1) and F(1,1) modes are shown in Figure 9a and Figure 9b, respectively. In
these figures, the colour scale represents the amplitude of the mode shapes. Figure 9a shows the symmetrical vibration
of the L(0,1) mode for an f = 100 kHz. From this figure, one can see that the central part of the mode shape is
uniform(red part in figure 9a ) whereas for high frequencies more ripples will be seen [22]. Conversely, Figure 9b
highlights the anti-symmetrical vibration of the F(1,1) mode.
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Figure 10: Experimental setup for the LDV measurements.

(a) (b)

In the experimental setup in Figure 10, an aluminium cylinder of length L = 1 m and cross section of diameter d =
14 mm is fixed to a wooden stand. A piezoceramic transducer was used to generate UGW. The latter was excited by a
tone burst of 7 cycles and a peak-to-peak amplitude of 25 V using an Agilent 33250A generator and amplified using an
NF 4055 amplifier. The frequencies transmitted varied from [20 - 200] kHz with an increment of 2 kHz. The spatial
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(c)

Figure 11: Mode shapes detected by LDV on the matrix at two different instants for fc = 100 kHz (a) L(0,1) at t = 250 �s,
(b) F(1,1) at t = 360 �s and (c) Signals acquired at two opposite measurement points on the matrix.

movement of the laser probe was ensured using a Newport ESP301 motion controller. A 500 �m thick matrix of 25
�Ts 1.5 mm in diameter was fixed to the cylinder cross section using cyanoacrylate glue. The normal displacement
of the vibration was measured on each �T. Signals were visualised on a LeCroy 64Xi oscilloscope and recorded and
processed on a computer (PC).
Figures 11a and 11b show the normal displacement measured on the 25 �Ts of the matrix at 250 �s and 360 �s. The
X and Y axes represent the �T number in the spatial coordinate system (5 × 5 measurement points represented by
the surface nodes, see Figure 11a). The colour intensity shows the variation in the normal displacement amplitude
measured on each �T. The maximum amplitude measured is around 0.6 nm. Figure 11a depicts a flat surface corre-
sponding to the first compressional mode L(0,1). Figure 11b presents an anti-symmetrical vibration corresponding to
the first flexural mode F(1,1). The signals acquired at �T3 and �T23 are shown in Figure 11c. The first wave packets
arriving at t = 212 �s at �T3 and �T23 correspond to the L(0,1) mode. These wave packets are in phase, which is
consistent with the expected distribution of the displacement field associated with the L(0,1) mode. Conversely, the
second wave packets arriving at t = 320 �s at �T3 and �T23 correspond to the F(1,1) mode. These wave packets are
in anti-phase, which is consistent with the expected distribution of the displacement field associated with the F(1,1)
mode.

4. Generation and identification of the F(1,1) mode
In this section, a method is proposed to select and generate the F(1,1) mode in an aluminium cylinder based on

the anti-phased excitation of two piezoceramic semicircular transducers bound separately to the cylinder cross section.
First, LDV measurements were carried out on the upper cylinder cross section. Then, electrical signals were acquired
on each �T of the matrix to show the ability of the matrix to detect and identify the selected F(1,1) mode.

4.1. Generation of the F(1,1) mode
APz27 circular piezoceramic transducer 2 mm thick and 12.7 mm in diameter was cut in half (Figure 12a). The two

half-transducers were then bound separately to the cylinder cross section (Figure 12b). One of the half-transducers was
fixed inversely to its direction of polarisation. Hence, the two half-transducers could be excited by one phased signal
with a single generator. The experimental setup in figure 10 was again used but in this case the LDV measurements
were done on the empty cylinder cross section. A spatial scan was performed at 324measurement points on the cylinder
cross section with a spatial step of 800 �m. The frequency transmitted varied from [50 - 130] kHz with an increment
of 2 kHz.

Figures 13a and 13b show the mode shapes of L(0,1) and F(1,1) modes propagating in the cylinder for an fc of 60
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(a) (b)

Figure 12: Emitter made of two semicircular piezoceramic transducers bound separately to the cylinder cross section (a)
Diagram and (b) Photograph.

(a) (b)

Figure 13: Mode shapes of (a) L(0,1) mode and (b) F(1,1) mode (fc = 60 kHz).

kHz. These mode shapes show that the normal displacement amplitude of the L(0,1) mode is small whereas the F(1,1)
mode has a relatively large amplitude of around 2 nm.

Figure 14a shows a comparison between the signals measured using LDV with two different emitters: a circular
piezoceramic pad and two semicircular pads. This shows a slight normal component of the L(0,1) mode arriving at
t = 212 �s using the two half-pads. Figure 14b shows the signals acquired for the different emitters for an fc equal to
120 kHz. In Figure 14b, one can see that the amplitude of the normal displacement of the F(1,1) mode has increased.
Concerning the L(0,1) mode, its out-of-plane component is detected but remains weak in comparison with that of the
F(1,1) mode.

The use of an emitter made up of two semicircular piezoceramic transducers excited with one phased signal cor-
responding to two anti-phased signals, allows the selection and generation of the fundamental flexural mode F(1,1)
in the low frequency range, particularly in the interval [60 - 120] kHz. It should be noted that a small out-of-plane
component of the L(0,1) mode is detected with a maximum amplitude of 0.6 nm. On the contrary, the out-of-plane
component of the F(1,1) mode varied between 2 nm and 7 nm depending on the frequency fc .
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(a) (b)

Figure 14: Measured signals by LDV using two different emitters at (a) fc = 60 kHz and (b) fc = 120 kHz.

Figure 15: Photograph of the �T matrix fixed to the cylinder cross section.

4.2. Identification of the F(1,1) mode using a micro-transducer matrix
To identify the mode shapes of the F(1,1) mode, electrical measurements were performed on the 25 �Ts. The �T

matrix was bound to the cylinder cross section, as shown in Figure 15, by applying a thin layer of cyanoacrylate glue.
The experimental setup described in section 3.2 was used. The excitation signal applied across the emitter was a tone
burst of 10 cycles windowed by Hanning window with a peak-to-peak amplitude of 15 V. The frequency studied varied
from [50 - 130] kHz with a 2 kHz increment. Electrical signals were measured using Quarter XYZ 300 TL test probes.

Figure 16 shows the mode shape of the F(1,1) mode at t = 342 �s obtained with the electrical measurements. The
X and Y axes represent the �T number in the spatial coordinate system (5 × 5 measurement points, see figure 15).
The colour intensity shows the variation in the amplitude measured on each �T. The anti-symmetrical vibration of the
F(1,1) mode with respect to a median plane of the cylinder cross section was observed. By exploiting two opposite
�Ts, one can see that �T3 and �T23 have opposite voltage values.

Figure 17 shows that the only mode detected by �T3 and �T23 was F(1,1) at t = 316 �s at fc = 60 kHz. These two
signals are anti-phased between 300 �s and 500 �s, which confirms the detection of the F(1,1) mode and highlights
its anti-symmetrical vibration. Finally, these results prove that the flexural mode F(1,1) is selected, generated, and
detected by the matrix for an fc = 60 kHz.
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Figure 16: F(1,1) mode shapes obtained with electrical measurements for fc = 60 kHz at 342 �s.

Figure 17: Electrical signals measured on �T3 and �T23 for fc = 60 kHz .

5. Conclusion
In this work, a �T matrix model based on 500 �m thick 36◦ Y-cut LiNbO3 is presented. This, in its miniature

form, is designed for applications in the field of SHM and NDE of cylindrical structures. The manufacture of the ma-
trix comprised four main steps: deposition of the joint electrode, photolithography, deposition of the second electrode,
and lift-off. The characterisation of this matrix has shown that it has a resonance frequency of around 7 MHz. Optical
and electrical measurements were carried out on the matrix coupled to an aluminium plate 6 mm thick. The results
showed, on the one hand, its sensitivity to Lamb waves for a central excitation frequency of 200 kHz and on the other
hand, have demonstrated the quasi-transparent behaviour of the matrix towards these waves. Then, the optical mea-
surements showed the ability of the matrix to detect the Pochhammer-Chree fundamental modes using a piezoceramic
transducer as an emitter. Subsequently, two separate semicircular piezoelectric transducers were bound to the cylinder
cross section and excited with one phased signal to only generate the F(1,1) mode between 60 kHz and 120 kHz. The
�T matrix designed and manufactured is capable of detecting and identifying UGW in a frequency range lower than
1 MHz. These results are promising and pave the way to new NDE inspection techniques using a �T matrix to receive
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the data while prioritising the generation of the F(1,1) mode.

In future work, a connected measurements system will be developed in order to adapt the �T matrix for SHM
application. As a first step, a printed circuit board (PCB) can be developed and fixed on the top of the �Ts matrix. This
PCB contains the same number of via-openings as the number of �Ts and these through holes are distributed with the
same pitch as the �Ts. In the second step, electrical contacts with �Ts are established by soldering through the board’s
via-openings. Then, the signals from �Ts could be directed to an acquisition unit by standard wires or PCB contact
paths in a parallel way.
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