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Abstract

“Modern Korean Catholic Church and (New)Theater”
— The analysis of the "JonggakCheonshin", Kyiunghyang Magazine, from Feburary
28 to May 31 , 1917

This manuscript is an introduction of the play "JonggakCheonshin,"
which was published serially in Kyunghyang Magazine, the oldest
periodical publication in Korea.

In 1917, the world was embroiled in a horrific(First World War,
1917-1919) and Korea was under Japanese colonial rule. In the
history of the theater, the 1910s was an interesting chapter with
multiple trends, with the popularity of Shinpa—-a form of theater from
Japan featuring melodramatic stories—, in the broad sense of the
term, and the introduction of modern enlightenment dramas. At the
times, ‘theater as a space and performance, or ‘play as literature,
was more than a genre among various forms of Western
‘entertainment’ in the Korean society. It was a symbol of advanced
civilization and a 'new and unfamiliar' phenomenon that must be
pursued or prohibited. Christian culture was also regarded as a
symbol of enlightened and advanced society, economy, and culture of
the West, beyond the boundaries of religion and faith.

"Jonggak Cheonshin," meaning a bell tower house and angels, portrays
universal human psychology and attitudes through the behaviors of
Catholics preparing the consecration ceremony when a bell was newly
donated to the church. It contains stories about pride and arrogance
behind facade of excessive selfishness, greed and hidden humility,

care for neighbors, and genuine sharing and goodness.

Key words: New theater, Church and theater, Kyunghyang Magazine,

Jonggak Cheonshin, acculturation.
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