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Garden Description

‘The anifical terrace that now carriesthe arberini family nameis located on the
beyond the visil the Flavian Imperial
palace (Fig. 1). Excavations carried out during the 19305 by A. Bartoli, and in the 19505 by G.F.
Carettoni concentrated primarily on the central area of this site. These campaigns revealed the
foundations of a large temple, which Bartoliidentified, consistent with the earlier ideas of P.
Bigot, as the remains of the late second-century Temple of Elagabalus.

Ecole frangaise

de Rome since 1985 have revealed of the history of the
one third of the site has been explored, although the most ancient levels have been reached only
sporadially (Fig 2).

s prid ofth tyle ofa
plants and basins. Probably destroyed during the 60s of the

archacobotany (1) artifiialslands (1)
atriom houses (2) - atriums (Roman halls) (23)
balnea (3)  balustrades (1) basins (vessels) 15)
biclinia (4)  busts (seulpture) ()

canals (waterways) (1)

candelabras (candleholders) (2)  cascade (1)
casteliaquae (1) cauponiae (10)  cell (2)
charcoal () circuses (Roman arenas) (1)
cisterns (plumbing components) (12)
colonnades (4)

columns (architeetural lements) (14)

courtyards (15) eryptopartici (1)
cubicula (domestic spaces) (2)

date palms (Phoenix dactylifera) (1) diacta (1)
dolium:

erocodile (1)

fishponds (2) flowerpots (2)  fountains (13)
frescoes (visual works) (1) funerary buildings (2)
fumniture (1) garden lghts (1)

garden omaments (1) garden pavilions (1)
garden soil (1) graffiti(casual notations) (2)
gutters (building drainage components) (6)

lararia (19) lattices (1) laurel ()
oggias (1) Tocus (grove) (1)
masonry (2) - mosaics (visual works) (19)

‘mural paintings (vsual works) 5)

myrle (Myrtus communis) (1) nemus (geove) (2)
niches (2)  nymphaea (garden structures) (9)
obelisk (1) oeci (13
olive trees (Olea europes) (3)
orchards (2)  palaces 1) palaestre (3)
parapets (1) Pausanias (4)  peltae ()
pergolas 10) peristyle houses (32)

peristyles (Roman courtyards) (44) _pilasters (1)
pillars(5) pinakes (1) pines (Pinus) ()

Dipes condiits) (2) - piscinze (9)

pits cartinworks) (2)

plane tres (Platanus orientalis) (1)

planters (containers) (3)  planting bed (3)
planting pots (1)

lecti (2)
market gardens (1)

opus signinum (5)

pleasure garden (14)
podium (2) - pollen (1)

pomegranate (Punica granatum) (1)

pomerium (1) pools (bodies of water) (9)
poplars (Populus) (1) porticoes (73) - puteals 6)
reservoirs (1) rim (1) oo caviies (2)
rustic(n) sacela (2)  sacrarium (1)

sacred groves (4)

sanctuaries (elgious building spaces) (8)
seulpture (1) semicircula basin (13)

shrines (structures) (4)

stagnum (man-made lake) () stairs ()

statues (7)  statuettes (6) - Strabo (1)
srigillation (1) stuceo (5)  sundial ()
tabernae (3) tables (support fumiture) (4)
tablina (21) - temples (buildings) (12)

terrace ardens (2)  tesserae (1)
thermac (1) thermopolium (1)
tombs () tondi (2)
tricinia (couches) (1) triclinia (rooms) (41)
triplex portcus () triumphal arch (1) tufa (1)
ustrin (crematories) (1) vases (1) vaults (1)
Vegetable gardens (2) venus (2)
vincyards (1) viridariom (1) walled garden (14)
water features (landseaping) (2)

thymiaterion (1)
trellises ()

water supply systems 6)  water wells(2)
wild olives (Olea oleaster) (1) woven (1)
systis (1)

first century CE, this luxurious dwelling was then buried under thick layers of soil used to create
an artificial terrace that was a grand garden of the Palace of Domitian. About a century later,
duringtheast years o the secondcentury tis seton of khs imperial palace was demlished to
make room for mple, th

dedicated by the emperor Heliogabalus to the eastern gnd‘ Elagabalus, which was later
rededicated by Severus Alexander to Jupiter Ultor.

PHASES OF THE VIGNA BARBERINI SITE:

Garden of the Peristyle of the Julio-

dian Domus
Garden of the Flavian Imperial Palace

Garden of the Temple of Elagabalus

Figures

Fig. 1. Acrial photograph of the Vigna Barberini taken carly 1999 (
Soprintendenza Archeologica di Roma).

Fig. 2. Acrial photograph of the Vigna Barberini taken early 1999 (©
Soprintendenza Archeologica di Roma).

Dates
15t century BCE- 2nd century CE
Excavation Dates

19305: A. Bartoli
1950s: G.F. Carretoni
1985-: Soprintendenza Archeologica in collaboration with Ecole frangaise de Rome
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